Youth Ministry Committee

Minutes for July 20, 2006

To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News, 
to change the world

Attendees:  Nina Moede (Chair, Jr. High Youth Planning Team), James Kinzler (Chair, Sr. High Youth Planning Team), Watson Dupont, Chuck Moede

Excused:  Rev. Ryan Sills
1.  The meeting began at 6:34 p.m. with word/share/prayer using Psalm 100.  Prayer requests were shared and Chuck led in the opening prayer.

2.  The agenda was reviewed and approved without modification.

3.  Chuck discussed Ryan being on study leave and YMC proceeding with planning and activities.  Watson and Chuck will be responsible for any staff liaison functions for the committee during this time.
4.  The committee considered the 4 applications received for the 3 Presbyterian Youth Connection Council (PYCC) representative positions that are allocated to WPC by Presbytery.  The committee initially identified the selection criteria to be used, which were faith maturity, commitment (attendance and participation), the reason for wanting to be a WPC PYCC representative, and the ability to work/interact with others.  Chuck noted that Mary Marcotte had strongly emphasized that commitment to PYCC was the primary requirement, from Presbytery’s standpoint, for the representatives; commitment on the part of both the youth and their parents.  James provided the committee with background information about how PYCC works and is organized into work areas of keynote (theme development and presentations), music (singers, players), mission, and recreation.  Each area has adult leaders and 1 or 2 youth are selected as leaders for that area.

A suggestion was made to check back with the applicants regarding their level of desire and commitment, but the committee decided to proceed with the selection.  After much discussion and consideration, the committee identified 3 PYCC youth representatives:  Libby Cravens, Evan Lapka, and Elizabeth Spivey.  The committee acknowledged the extreme difficulty in making the decision, as all strong candidates.  

ACTION:  Watson will notify Elizabeth of selection, James will notify Libby, and Nina will notify Evan.  All are to try and contact the youth on Friday.

The committee agreed that the representatives will be asked to pay the $130 fee for the two PYCC planning retreats.

James stated his desire to serve as an adult PYCC representative (each church is allowed two) and the committee supported his participation.

ACTION:  James will provide Chuck his completed paperwork by Sunday, 7/23.

Subsequent work:  The committee considered and agreed to a proposal to designate qualified candidate youth(s) who are not selected as PYCC representatives as PYCC alternate(s).  Alternates will be kept informed of PYCC work and activities by the representatives such that they might be called on to step in as a representative should a current representative’s ability to serve change.  In addition, this will provide opportunity for leadership development, preparation of youth who might serve on PYCC in the future, and demonstration of skills and talents.
ACTION:  Chuck will contact each of the PYCC representatives about any outstanding items on their applications, will obtain final signatures, will contact Mary Marcotte on status, and will submit the completed applications to Presbytery.

Note:  The committee considered the extensive work and time dedicated to the PYCC selections, briefly considered a few items from the remaining agenda, and deferred all others to the next meeting.
5.  The status from each planning team was deferred.

6.  The next Youth Worship Service will be on July 30th at 7:00.  Nina will work with Glenn on the service.  A reader’s theater format for the message is being considered.  James noted Dennis Waehner would be interested in helping.  The committee noted that the service would not be held in the Sanctuary; too large for the size of the group.

7.  The committee noted that Nina had been asked by Liz Loynes to work on the Rally Day Planning Team.  James said he would check back with Dennis Waehner on serving, who had indicated an interest.

ACTION:  James to check with Dennis Waehner about Rally Day Planning Team.

13.  James brought a request to the committee to utilize mission trip budget to pay for trip T-shirts for the participants; estimated cost is $7/shirt.  The committee approved the expense, and Watson will include it in the mission trip accounting before it is submitted with remaining funds.
Chuck will e-mail the committee the current draft master calendar so they can redline and return it.

14.  ACTION:  Chuck will submit the names of the youth and adult PYCC representatives and the PYCC alternate to Session for information.

15.  The next meeting was set for Thursday, August 17th at 7:00.
James closed the meeting with prayer at 9:31.
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