Youth Ministry Committee

Minutes for June 22, 2006

To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News, 
to change the world

Attendees:  Rev. Ryan Sills, Nina Moede (Chair, Jr. High Youth Planning Team), Watson Dupont, Chuck Moede

Excused:  James Kinzler (Chair, Sr. High Youth Planning Team)

1.  The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. with word/share/prayer led by Watson using “Light for My Path for Teens” and James 1:5-8 on wisdom and faith.  He led in the opening prayer.

2.  The agenda was reviewed and approved without modification.

3.  The committee reviewed and discussed status information for the Jr. High and Sr. High teams.
Sunday School:  Jr. Highs are working through Samuel from birth to death.
Jr. High PYC:  Schedule in place out through Midnight Madness on 8/11.

Sr. High PYC:  Schedule in place out through Galveston Planning Retreat on 7/28.


Note:  Sunday, 6/25 will be first Youth-focused worship service at 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Programs:

Jr. High Wonderful Wednesdays – Started this past Wednesday, 6/21 with girls and boys groups.  Girls did get-to-know-you activities; boys using Combo curriculum that was also used last year.  The college girls (Jennifer Dupont, Ariana Cowan, Melanie Camp) have been developing a curriculum based on “Light for My Path for Teens” (scripture on real life issues, published by Humble Creek) and “A Journal on Relationships” by Kimberly Kirberger (published by Health Communications, Inc.).  The committee reviewed the materials; Watson noted Jennifer had worked with the Kirberger book before and Nina was familiar with the book and agreed with the author’s approach.  The committee unanimously agreed to recommend these books, and the planned curriculum, to Session for approval.  The committee also agreed that an adult leader should be present in each group gathering to support the college-age leaders.  Ryan noted that Ralph Faxel, the boy’s adult leader, will not be able to be at all sessions through the summer.
ACTION:  Request Session approval of Wonderful Wednesdays’ girls curriculum based on “A Journal on Relationships” and “Light for My Path for Teens.”  Also, request approval of Ralph Faxel as adult leader for boys group.
Sr. High Wednesday Gathering – Ongoing, and summer “session” started this past Wednesday, 6/21.  The committee discussed the objectives of this program and Ryan gave his inputs on it as a means of opening communication about things that are going on with the youth, and to help them prepare for the remainder of the week.  There was agreement on the need to come up with a good name for this program. 
ACTION:  Sr. High team needs to identify a name for the Wednesday program.
Other Activities:

June 23, Jr. High Movie Night, will be using the movie “Miracle” based on “Blockbuster Movie Events” curriculum by Bryan Belknap (Group Publishing, Inc.).  The committee noted that this curriculum needs to be submitted to Session for approval, retroactively for this first event, as the Jr. High team expects to use it in the future also.
ACTION:  Request Session approval of “Blockbuster Movie Events, Relevant Retreats and Movie Nights” by Bryan Belknap from Group Publishing, Inc.
July 7, Jr. High “Hang Out Night” planned for Fellowship Hall will be a time for fellowship and games.  After brief discussion, there was agreement that Bouton Hall would be a better location.
ACTION:  Nina will change the reservation to Bouton Hall on the calendar for this event.
July 28, Sr. High Planning Retreat in Galveston will be time at the beach, then planning and group building for the coming year; youth are returned home around midnight.
July 29, Looking at both youth groups attending Astros game (this is a Presbyterian day)

ACTION:  Nina will check with Astros about scheduling and get info.

August 11, Jr. High Midnight Madness at Church will be time of planning and group building for the coming year; concludes with vesper service at midnight.
Requests from Children’s Ministry Committee:  Ryan brought two questions from CMC about the dates for Rally Day and Midnight Madness.  CMC is looking at 8/27, 8/20, and 8/13, in that order of preference, for setting the date for Rally Day.  The committee agreed there were no constraints on youth planning or programming for the selection of any of the dates.  The committee provided 8/11 as the date planned for Jr. High Midnight Madness.

4.  The committee reviewed and discussed the status of the upcoming worship service for the youth on Sunday, 6/25 at 7:00 p.m.  Ryan has worked with Glenn on the outline of the service and the music that Joyful Noyz will be playing.  The words for the music and any congregational prayers/readings will be projected (rather than in printed format); Ryan will submit readings and order of service content to Nina by Friday for the computer files.  The committee discussed some scheduling issues with the current date of 7/23 for the July service and the alternative date of 7/30.  The committee also discussed some specific aspects of planning for the youth worship services.
5.  The committee discussed the status of the upcoming Jr. High youth trip to Mo-Ranch.  Ryan reported that things are on track, and that the youth and sponsors will need to fill out forms specifically for Mo-Ranch.  The committee agreed that a pre-trip meeting for youth, parents, and sponsors should be held to cover needs (such as the forms), final payments, schedules, expectations, etc. (using the Sr. High Mission Trip meeting as a model).  The committee set 7/2 after the 11:00 service as the time for the meeting.
ACTIONS:
Ryan will put together the information packets for the meeting.


Chuck and Ryan will work determination of final amount due.



Nina will send out e-mail note about the meeting.

6.  The committee discussed the recreation items the youth have received, and the current receipt of an air hockey table from the Koesters, and determining how to make them available for use by the youth, and church membership in general, by manage their use and storage.  The committee decided that, for the time being, they will be placed in the original Jr. High room (noting the plan is to return the youth to this room if the air conditioning and mold issues can be resolved).  The committee also agreed it would be helpful if the ping-pong table could remain stored in the Children’s office area for a short time longer.
ACTION:  Chuck will contact CMC with request for the ping-pong table to remain stored in the office back room for a short time longer.
7.  Ryan verified for the committee that he has the paperwork for submitting PYCC representatives and that there is plenty of time until the inputs are due.  The committee is working the process for consider interested youth and making the selections.
ACTION:  Chuck will send a note to the Sr. High youth asking that anyone who is interested in serving as a WPC PYCC rep should contact Ryan.
The next meeting was tentatively set for July 27 at 7:00 pending confirmation of the July Session meeting date.  The committee noted this date may need to be moved.
Nina closed the meeting with prayer at 9:25.
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