Youth Ministry Committee

Minutes for May 18, 2006

To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News, 
to change the world

Attendees:  Rev. Ryan Sills, James Kinzler (Chair, Sr. High Youth Planning Team), Nina Moede (Chair, Jr. High Youth Planning Team), Watson Dupont, Chuck Moede

1.  The meeting began at 7:09 p.m. with word/share/prayer using the scripture Proverbs 3:1-6.  The committee shared joys, concerns, and prayer requests, and were led in opening prayer by Nina.

2.  The agenda was reviewed and approved without modification.

3.  Team Reports
Jr. High Team is working on summer PYC plans.  Letters will be sent to welcome the rising 6th Graders (promotion will be June 3), and Jimmy, Randy, and Nina plan to teach through the summer.  For Wednesday program, Jennifer Dupont, Melanie Camp, Ariana Cowen, and Jeff Kinzler have all accepted, or shown interest, in helping this summer.  The committee discussed other potential young adults to contact.

ACTION:  Submit above names to Session for approval as Jr. High leaders for summer Wonderful Wednesday program.

There was discussion about curriculum for the summer Wonderful Wednesday program and the plan to have separate boys and girls groups.

Sr. High team has identified Nansi Moore and Elizabeth Stoltz (as a substitute) as Sunday School teachers for the summer.  They will join Catherine Gragg through the summer; Dennis Waehner will return in the fall.

ACTION:  Submit Nansi and Elizabeth to Session for approval as Sr. High Sunday School teachers.  

Plans have been worked for summer PYC, including some coffee houses, movies, IHOP after youth worship, etc.  The Sr. Highs will have their Planning Retreat at Galveston on July 28.  Team is looking to draft an entire year’s schedule so the youth have something for review and comment (generate ideas).
ACTION:  James will send the committee the current Sr. High PYC summer schedule.

Kat Hindman is interested in working as a sponsor with the Sr. High youth (possibly John also).  Chuck confirmed he is interested in moving to Sr. High PYC as a sponsor.  Ryan noted that Lynn Godwin is interested in serving as a Jr. High PYC sponsor.

ACTION:  Submit to Session for approval Kat as a Sr. High PYC sponsor and Lynn as a Jr. High sponsor (Chuck was previously approved as a sponsor).
Hoping to have one more female sponsor for the upcoming Mission Trip and James is checking with a couple of people.  Wednesday program is ongoing, but also looking as possible changes.  The Baking Brothers fund raising project will be scheduled in the fall in the future.
4.  YMC Budget
The committee reviewed the budget information available through the end of April.  There was discussion about whether the Devo-zine subscription should be continued, and the committee unanimously decided to cancel it.

ACTION:  Ryan will work the cancellation.

Ryan is looking at some opportunities that might be available through Youth Specialties, and will bring the committee any recommendations.  Chuck explained that he had spoken with Pat Koester about the committee’s request to combine budget lines 8154 and 8155; that has been done and the funds will be shown as 8155 named “Youth Mission Trip.”  There was discussion about the need for “mission” in the name, as that was not the committee’s request.  The committee reviewed funds in 8195 and discussed their management.  Also, exchange funds 8560, Jr. High T-Shirts, and 8573, Valentine Dance, and 8582, Youth Conclave, were reviewed and discussed.  The balance of 8560 will be used for the upcoming order of Jr. High T-shirts and then the fund will be renamed “Youth T-shirts” for use by both groups.  The balance of 8573 will be moved to 8155.  Chuck will review the balance on 8582 and recommend action(s) to the committee.  The committee agreed a policy should be specified on what checks written to WPC should include, such as purpose, name(s) of youth, etc.  

5.  Trips’ Status
Sr. High trip is in good shape, with a few outstanding payments and a few changes in the list of those going.  The committee set a tentative date of July 2nd, during the Sunday School hour, for the youth to report on the trip.

ACTION:  Chuck will check with the Adult CE Sunday School Team about this plan.  The date is identified as an “intergenerational” program on the adult team’s schedule.
Ryan reported the information and payments are at Mo-Ranch for the Jr. High trip.  He is filling out additional registration information for Mo-Ranch.  The Jr. High Youth Planning Team will discuss the funding level to be made available for the trip, and set the final payments for the participants (previously set $250 total as a maximum).  The committee agreed the Jr. High trip report should be planned for presentation to the other Jr. High youth and parents as part of the PYC schedule.

6.  PYCC Status and Schedules/Process
Ryan explained that the selection will be the committee’s responsibility, and that WPC is allocated 3 youth and 2 adult positions on the council.  The committee discussed how to proceed and agreed on the form of 2 basic questions to be provided to interested candidates.  The responses to these questions and interviews by committee members will be used to select WPC’s representatives.  Ryan expects to receive the information from Presbytery at any time (it was scheduled to be distributed to the churches this week).

ACTION:  James will send the committee draft questions for final review and comment.

7.  Youth Representative for Nominating Committee
The committee discussed the requirement in the WPC Bylaws (“One senior high youth, selected by the communicant youth up through, and including, 12th grade.") and a process to be used.  Committee members will consider candidates (can be entering 9th Graders) and talk with them, and exchange recommendations.  The committee will submit to the youth a “slate” of one name for consideration.  A meeting of the youth will be called, and an opportunity will be given for nominations from the floor.  The process will pattern the church’s election of officers.

ACTION:  Chuck will send a note from YMC to the applicable youth announcing a meeting on May 28th after the 11:00 service.
ACTION:  All, identify nominee for Nominating Committee.

Though there was some discussion on agenda items 8, Questions and Areas for Teams’ Consideration, and 9, Jr. High and Sr. High Planning Teams – Required Subteams, Current Assignments, Needs, these were deferred to a later meeting.

10.  Representative for YMC to Advent Planning Team

Nina volunteered to serve as the YMC rep, and the committee unanimously accepted.  The Advent team is expected to begin in June.  James suggested that more be done to impress the meaning of Advent on the youth and find ways to help them understand the season by their involvement.  The committee agreed.
ACTION:  The Jr. High and Sr. High teams are asked to send any ideas they might have to Nina.

ACTION:  Chuck will notify Worship & Music Committee that Nina is YMC rep.

11.  New/Additional Business

There was no new business.  The committee noted the first youth worship service is scheduled for Sunday, June 25th at 7:00 p.m.
12.  Review of Actions

The actions (listed above) were reviewed and agreed to by the committee.

13.  Next Meeting

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for June 22nd at 7:00 p.m.

14.  The meeting was closed with prayer by Chuck at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Chuck Moede

Chair, Youth Ministry Committee
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