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With Christ’s love, we welcome, engage, and connect God’s children to our family of faith.
Hosting Team—The major accomplishment of this team in 2009 was the purchase and placement of Guest Parking Signs.  The hopes are that they will make guest feel welcome from the moment they arrive on our campus and also allowing our hosts to more easily identify guests.
Connection Team—This team struggled with membership throughout the year.  One couple joined then later left due to other commitments.  A new couple has been identified to possibly serve in 2010.  
The team purchased 150 PBA-free water bottles to replace the more expensive coffee mugs used in the past.  Several of these were also donated for the Christmas House International’s use.  
The comments from guests and new members alike continue to show the importance of this team in our guests’ decisions to join WPC.
Engaging Team—This team developed a mission statement that reflects all three teams of the Welcoming Committee:  With Christ’s love, we welcome, engage, and connect God’s children to our family of faith.  

In an effort to help new members more easily identify their own spiritual gifts and ways that they might best serve WPC, the team took the Hauk Spirituality Gift Inventory.  While the results were enlightening, the team ultimately decided not to use this as a tool with new members.  They felt that the “mystical” gifts questions that were included on the inventory might perhaps give the wrong impression of our church.
After participating in the creation of “Strong Roots” a video produced by the Stewardship and Finance Committee, the team decided that the Open Door Class would benefit greatly by using “Strong Roots” as a visual element.  Once in place, it actually reduced the length of the class by about an hour, lessened the number of speakers needed, and influenced a more participatory style of interaction instead of the previous lecture format.

The team introduced quite a few families and individuals for membership throughout 2009, including Sherwin and Maureen Bigueras (children Aaliyah and Angelo), Pam Carter, Danny and Erin Parraz (Rylee, Carter and Nicholas), Will Powers, Alicia Ruiz, Michael and Miriam Schoen (Ian), John Stoker, and Ken and Sue Thompson.  And for the first time, the team also had the pleasure of introducing two confirmands for membership:  Henry Haws and Kellen Gregory.  The team will present Dan and Anne Reilly with their children Shannon and Steven in 2010.  These new members have joined as the result of hard work on the part of all three Welcoming teams as well as countless others at WPC who make our guests feel that they belong.  “It just felt like home” is a common response when we ask new members why they chose to be a part of our church family.
Respectfully submitted by

Shallon Barboza
