	Children's Ministry Minutes

	December 1st, 2010



Caressa Murray; Linda Smith-Gregory; Cathy Black; Rachel Boeckenhauer; Sandy Dwyer; Janet Harreld; Bryan W and Kristin Smith; Andy Posluszny; Ann and Dan Reilly
Attendees:  ACP, Caressa Murray, Linda S-G, Cathy Black, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Sandy Dwyer
Devotional and Prayer (December - ACP.  January -           LSG          )
Vision:  We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Mission:  Educate; Families; Mentor; Outreach; Example

Announcements – Babies born, people sick, weddings, retirements, landed jobs, etc.

1) News From Session:  Budget – Start thinking about where can we trim our budget if requested following Session Budget mtg next Tues., Dec. 7th.
2) Software news  LSG bought a book outlining computer-based children’s Sunday School classes.  LSG will study this and will also ask Dan Parraz to review some of it, too.
3) Kristin Bonfiglio is back to work.
4) News from Christian Nurture Committee:  Epiphany Party – meaning of epiphany.  Jan. 2nd, 2011.  At Holy Grounds.  Multi-generational Sunday School.

Playground Improvement Joint Service Projects

They are doing the paperwork and working the process within their organizations (BSA and GSA.)
Rough estimate to commence the work is after Spring Break, 2011.

Action:  Linda Smith-Gregory contact Mary Alys Cherry – for the Citizen newspaper.  Does reporting on non-profit topics.

CM’s action to find a liaison from buildings and grounds is still open.
Children's Ministry Family Fellowship Activities - CMTeam

1) Christmas idea – December 5th, Caroling at Regency Village.  SDwyer organizing it.  CBlack doing hot chocolate and cookies.  Myra at Regency is the contact.
Action:  RB solicit the Wedn night Parenting Covenant group.  (RB did this.  It’s closed.)
Action:  ACP mention it to the Active Parenting class.  (ACP did this.  It’s closed.)
Action:  CM will get us on the calendar with the retirement home.  Regency Village.  (Done.)
Action:  CM solicit Kelly Sutton music teacher from Pearland to lead the singing.  (Still open.)
2) Drive Through Bethlehem – 12/11 Saturday, 6:00 meet at Bouton Hall for dessert.  6:30 depart and drive over together.  Bay Area Christian school.  Kids bring their Advent Devotional Books.
2011 Plans – Consider repeating these successful programs
J.A.M. – Jesus and Me:  Began 9/1.  This ends when choir begins rehearsals for Children’s Sabbath Jan. 27th.  Rehearsals Jan 12th – Feb. 23rd, so no JAM during that time, but will have child care.  March 2nd recommence JAM.
Skip the following in 2011, resume in 2012:  Children's Human Sex Ed courses held 4/17/10 - a Saturday from 9‑1:00 for parents & kids in two groups:  2nd + 3rd, then 4th + 5th; Bible and Me Worship.
Ready, Get Set, Worship! (March 6th – April 10th.)
1) Come to the Waters baptism workshop during SS hour as part of Ready, Get Set, Worship! is March 6th.
2) Come to the Table communion workshop April 10th. (just the 10th.)  Also done during SS hour.

Birth-to-three y.o. Ministry – LSG
Reassess in the spring.
Childcare Staff (LSG)
Maria Atanasova (retiring in December), Kristin Green (now married, her name is Kristin Bonfiglio), Elizabeth Owens, Kelli Martin.  Looking for replacement for Maria (have a line on two different people – update 12/1 - neither one worked out.) and really need a substitute for people sick or out of town.
LSG will go to the $35 subscription fee-website that Wendy Noriega recommended.

Judy Ramsey assisting in Children’s nursery for the 11:00 service.  Judy took over for Kim Kinzler.  Still looking for one more volunteer for this.
Maria’s retirement:  Debrief, lessons learned.  Worked out well.  All her family came.
Newsletter Contribution
LSG and CM will write this.  December 15th submission for January newsletter.
Brainstorm newsletter article ideas.

Shannon and Steven Riley were baptized.  Phyllis Koenig took pictures.  Put pictures in newsletter.

CM says to expect several baptisms in the spring.

Ask Jeri Foster for schedule of children’s activities (music program/practices/rehearsals reminders) for the newsletter.

Gingerbread House building Dec. 4th
“Look Ahead” item on Children’s Sabbath and Lent.

LSG found good home-spiritual practices items to put in with parenting tips.
Add something about Active Parenting.  Finishing Good Gifts mid January.  Boundaries with Kids is the new curriculum and will start late January.

Action:  SDwyer write up January newsletter contribution for the Active Parenting curriculum about Boundaries with Kids.

Action:  LSG add a line in newsletter about taking a leadership role for VBS.  Goal is to have a solid team by 1/31.
Action:  LSG add a line in the bulletin that says (same as above) by the end of December.
Action:  LSG write e-mail to families (parents of children) about Gingerbread House-building, Dec. 4th, 9-11:00  (Still open.)
Scheming and Dreaming
June – VBS 2011:  Dates, Curriculum, Director.

Nina Moede accepted nomination for director.  Attendees agreed Nina is great for the job.
Second week of June looks like best date.  12th-16th.  Attendees agreed with this date.
June 19th, Father’s Day, big picnic to follow VBS.  Attendees agreed to accept this conflict.
Curriculum choices for VBS.  Attendees accepted Cokesbury’s Shake It Up Cafe.

Action:  JHarreld check with her neighbor Timothy about volunteering to come to our VBS and explain Jewish traditions.
Discussed phenomenon of light Sunday School attendance.  And it’s still light attendance.
Any Other Business

Action:  Janet write a letter to Jeff Rakes for a software donation.  (Obsolete.  Money came from other source.)
Discussed practice for promoting kids up in Sunday School class.  The fifth-graders move up in the beginning of summer to Junior High, but LSG thinks it’s too early.
All Children’s Ministry Team attendees agreed at November’s meeting that it would be OK to make the policy change.  If the Youth Ministry Team agree to it, then we’ll implement it.
Youth MT met on 11/14 to discuss for a second time after having heard about it once already Oct 10th.
Youth Ministry Team agreed to do it, but we’ll stagger it this year – 8th graders will move up this spring, but the others will move up in August.
Re-engineering Rally Day to be “Move-Up Day”.  Discussed holding it after Labor Day.  We’ll split it in two.  Sunday before school starts will be Move-Up Day for children and youth.  Rally Day will be for all Sunday School, including adults.

Budget

Heifer Project

Close with prayer. (ACP)

Adore, Confess, Thanks, Suplication

Next mtg
January 5th.
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