Statement of Faith

From Taylor Wilson


Affirmation of Faith

 

            Starting this year, my New Year’s resolution was to become an all around better person.  My family had little experience with church life, and were members part-time only.  Of course, that was ineffective in becoming faithful to our Lord.  My mom and I decided do something about it, we decided to look for a new church home with a great church community.  Thankfully we found Webster Presbyterian, now I believe we were meant to be here, God led us to be at this church.  My mom and I have adapted quite well and have made many friends within the community.  I started out unknowingly of the faith God was holding for me.  And starting in the Junior High Youth Group and Sunday School, I have become more in tune with the faith and wonder of God.  Finding out the church was starting up a Confirmation class only two weeks after my mom and I had started coming regularly, it was perfect timing.  We decided it would be a great opportunity to take the class and for me to be confirmed.  This idea was a great one that helped tremendously!  People that helped the most were the teachers of the class, like Mrs. Nina, Ryan and all the others who taught the class, have taught me many things of getting closer to God.  My beliefs have expanded even further after attending Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh, becoming better friends with the people in the Sunday School class, and educating me on the ideas of the Bible and what they meant.  Now Coco (Jenny Cowan) has been a great mentor, she’s a great person who has an amazing amount of faith in God.  She has helped when I have had questions; she is just another amazing kid!

            “Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in them the fire of Your love.  Send forth Your Spirit and they shall be created.  And You shall renew the face of the earth.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.”  Before each class begins, we recite this prayer to the Holy Spirit.  Ryan chose this to inspire us on our journey for the class, to inspire us to be able to speak and understand God.  I believe praying to God anyway will help, a quick prayer, having a one sided conversation, meditation, questions, HOPE, and thought.  Me… I will just sit quietly in my room just thinking about my life, the world, and problems faced by others, in the end when I am done I say a small prayer for the things I have thought about, and everyone to be safe and have a healthy, happy day.  ME talking to God and believing that speaking humbly will get you places.  Having faith, there will always be an answer from him; it might be a yes, or maybe a no, or even sometimes a maybe.  He always knows what is best for us.  Even if someone does something wrong towards me, I try to do what is right, just to forgive and forget.  My mom has always said, “Be the best person you can be, and do what is right.”  For all the sins that I have made, I believe that just as the tax collector in Luke 18:9-14 exalted himself in front of the Lord, I will exalt myself in the same way in the presence of God.  Adoring God above is a way of becoming faithful and being able to pray along my journey to being confirmed.  Confessing and letting my sins be forgiven by God as he gave Jesus, His Son, his life on the cross for all of our future sins.  Counting my blessings and thanking God for a family that has been healthy, and has given me a roof over my head so I could live, many friends, and new people to meet.

          The Lord’s Prayer, as it is a perfect way to express my gratitude and show our Lord he means everything to me, as we recite it in church.  The Bible is the proclamation that illustrates the lives that should be led by all, and to follow him and understand why we were put here.  God has a reason for every one, as Ryan explained to us in a brief illustration, “a fly caught on a plane traveling somewhere new, he can fly all around the compartment everywhere, but no matter where the fly goes it’s still stuck on the plane going towards the new destination.”  This means a lot to me by stating that we have freedom and options to do what we want, but God always has a path lined out for us.  I believe in the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, as all are parts of God.  Many times in church you hear the words, “Actions are stronger than words.”  I believe showing actions of an option for yourself applies in worship, like doing missions, rebuilding homes and shelters for the homeless, going out and praising God, speaking to other people about God.  The prayers are always heard.  The sermons spoken by the ministers always fascinate me with the variety of stories they tell and how much the fit into other stories that happened in the Bible and the same lessons are taught.  Celebrating the death and resurrection, worshiping should be an active movement.  I believe candles are lit to show where God’s light shines to show us the ways of God, he shines his light where needed.  Before dying Jesus gave his disciples bread and wine to represent his body and blood, he did this so that everyone would remember him.  The next day he died on the cross as our sacrifice.  I believe all creation should join in worship as a way of life.  Following the Presbyterian ways, I agree and believe in the many statements found inside the Book of Confessions.  The church is reforming and always will be.  Myself, I believe in some of the thoughts about predestination, as in God knows what is going to happen to us and when.  Also, us as people, we can help and lead a small portion of the way towards God, but God has to make the first step toward you.  He controls us in the way of making a future by giving us options and us making choices.  I believe Jesus gave his life so that we are able to live happy, free, and healthy lives, and I believe when the world is in danger and he is needed he will come again to walk as one of us.  Only God knows when this will happen and when the day comes all of his followers will be lifted into heaven and reign over his kingdom once again.  God works in mysterious ways, just how he has shown me the right way toward having faith in him.
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