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To the Session of Webster Presbyterian Church,

A year ago, this week I began my relationship with Webster Presbyterian Church.  I am so grateful that we began our conversations.  Those simple conversations have grown into faithful friendships, worshipping in a place that is welcoming of both me and husband, and welcomed us to be part of several gatherings and celebrations.

We have experienced baptisms, welcomed members, and celebrated the seasons.  Christmas last year was amazing, and I wondered if anything could surpass that, and then, we discovered what it was like to worship at WPC during Easter!  WOW!

While it seemed that during the first few months, all I seemed to hear was, “Ministers don’t do that,” when cleaning carpet, washing windows, or simply pulling things from closets and discovering hidden treasurers.  It has been a lot of work, but the work has been filled with so many moments of joy.

As I come up on my one year in the next month, the reality of my role of being the Interim has begun to become the reality.  I’m so grateful for the professional approach the PNC has approached the search for your next pastor, and I know because of this, I know that the best candidate will be brought into the community.

Some have asked, “Why are you acting like you are leaving?”

Well, the truth of the matter is that contracts are contracts, and we must allow for the work of the church to take place and allow for God to move in our midst.

As I have shared with Judy, I am happy to help in any way I can, all within the scope of what an interim is called to do.  

I will forever be grateful to the WPC community, and the lessons I have learned, even at my age!  

With all of this being said, I would like to share some things about the last month, and moments of ministry.

We hosted Family Promise, and I cooked dinner one evening with Pat Koester.  That was something to experience.  We have received “Thank You,” cards from the folks at the Unitarian Church who were staying with the families during the week, and thanked us all for the hospitality and wonderful meals.  Nancy continues doing a great job leading this group.

I have spent time with both Kevin and Dennis discussing current budget needs, successes, and where we stand as we enter the final stretch for this year.  I know that a lot of work has gone into the budget for next year, and everyone is to thank for this.
James K has painstakingly addressed so much over the past six months.  If AC issues weren’t enough, the simple fact that we had a flood “from within’ was something that none of us saw coming.  I am grateful for his leadership and those who serve with him.

As we plan for Sunday’s worship, the entire music department at WPC has been working to prepare for the Dedication of our Music Program for the coming year.  It is great having the Scholars back, and I am excited to hear of the plans for Advent.

World Communion Sunday is also just around the corner and Anya will be preaching that Sunday.

Many thanks to Michael for filling in while Liz had surgery, and to Kathy S. for filling the pulpit and several meetings while I was ill.  

While the Friday Night movies did not come off as planned, we still have enjoyed Fried Green Tomatoes and October Sky.

Stay in God’s grip!
Todd

Rev. G. Todd Starnes-Williams
Senior Interim Minister
Webster Presbyterian Church
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