WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – September 19, 2024

Attendees: Doug and Regina Byerly, Anya Ezhevskaya, Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Phyllis Koenig by zoom, and hosted by Kim Kinzler
Ralph opened the meeting with prayer.
Sharing/Other:
1. Little Food Pantry continued daily support as filled by Earth care in September.  The restock food has been moved to the Gallery area.
2. Joe shared about a book study “Let Justice Roll Down”; two ministers are leading the book study by author Patricia Tull.
3. Anya shared that the blue water barrel needs retouching. She and Joe will update it on October 06.
4. Brenda shared about a Native Plants Sale on October 5 at EIH on the UHCL campus.
5. Keith Uffman asked our group to present about Earth Care to his church. Anya is traveling there on November 9.10.  Trying to connect with him about options or Anya can talk with him in November.
6. With the budget challenges during these times, Earth Care is reducing our proposed 2025 budget by 13% to $350.
7. Putting in three more enMotion paper towel dispensers for the CE Wings bathrooms and the Parenting room next door.
8. The Moon Tree Team has ended their regularly scheduled bi-weekly watering.  Thanks to Ralph, Kim, Cathy and Sandy.  Ralph trimmed up the lower branches, added mulch while widening the base perimeter, and gave them a good watering.  Considering next July after Lunar Communion to put in the moon tree signage.
2025 Plans:
Looking for a 2025 Earth Day guest speaker and considering these possible dates: April 06, 27 or May 04. Everyone agreed to plan for April 27 for now.  Doug suggested a talk on earth worms in conjunction with Earth Day, Anya a talk on insects and has a friend who could talk about bees, and Brenda is contacting a speaker to talk about Monarch Butterflies.

Other 2024 plans:
Fall Family Camping Trip on Nov. 15-17 at Lake Somerville State Park was discussed. Six camp sites 
have been reserved. No RV campers have indicated the need for extra sites. Nine family units have indicated an interest in camping and others are planning to attend on Saturday. Brenda will talk with Pastor Tom to schedule a Minute for Mission and a table in the narthex for sign-ups on Sept. 8. 
Events:
	Birding – Ralph
	Hiking – Anya
	S’mores at dinner – Regina and Doug (providing ingredients and sticks!)
	Worship  - Anya
Kayaks for rent and folks remember to bring binoculars and S’more sticks.
		

Garden Sharing:
	
	October 13 – Phyllis and Jeanette will set up the table.
	November 10 - Doug and Regina
	December 08 – Kim 

Recycling:
	
	September – Ralph
	October – Kim
	November – Anya
	December - ?

Watering Schedule:

· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.

	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Future Education Items:

	October – Phyllis
	November – campout experiences
	January - Kim
	
Next Meeting – Thursday, Oct. 24, 7:00 pm, at the home of Anya Ezhevskaya.

Interfaith Earth Care group:

Meeting with Nathalie Barry form One Life Church to discuss things our church communities are doing toward nature and the environment and areas we could help or collaborate.

Anya gave a good explanation of how our committee works. We offer three outside activities each year: Family campout, kayak/picnic out of Bay Area Park, and walk at Exploration Green. These are great for families and easy for people to invite their family and friends. In addition, we do recycling, a sharing table, solar panels and other facility improvements that are earth friendly, an Earth Day celebration in April with a guest speaker and other activities during that month including outreach to McWhirter. 
Nathalie shared:
She and her daughter did a booth on arts and crafts and wanted to raise money for STEM. Her daughter wanted to raise money for students to pursue interests in STEM.  She could give a talk about a pocket prairie in the area.  She was a volunteer at Armand Bayou and worked with children and assisted instructors with interactive activities. 
She talked quite a bit about a personal project she wanted to do and not necessarily about an Earth Care group at her church. She had a particular project about installing multi-language signage discussing plants and the local environment at area parks and seemed to be recruiting our help? She did not mention starting an Earth Care program at her church like our team.

Closed with a prayer


	

