WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – September 15, 2023
When:  Via Zoom at 7:00PM
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Debbie Madison, and Jean Zophy
Ralph opened us with a prayer.
Sharing/Other:
· Mission of Yahweh- Jean said still waiting to hear back from this group. 
· Frontier Box- on hold for now. We discussed budget for this. Anya thought it could be done within our existing budget or designated account.
· Brenda shared dates for Fall NPSOT plant sale which is Friday and Saturday, October 20 from 4-6pm and Oct. 21 from 8 – 10am. at UHCL EIH. We will consider purchases to maintain Butterfly Garden. Brenda will be volunteering at plant sale. Do go early!
· Ralph shared with group about being a co-sponsor for JEDI (Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion) presentations from Galveston Bay Area Chapter of Texas Master Naturalists to help promote these events. This would mean making announcements for these meetings (meetings are by Zoom) as we do for our own meetings with constant contact and putting in the bulletin. We voted to be a co-sponsor pending Keith’s decision. 
· Jean shared that she and Phyllis met with Mary Ann Thomas and Shelly Beth from the Woodlands Community Church and visited the Cockrell Butterfly Museum. 
· Jean asked about recycling. As an Earth Care Team, discussed whether we can also take glass, plastic, and cans. As the Earth Care team, we do paper recycling only. If we have the opportunity, we may also take other items when we can.
· Kim shared Friday Oct. 6 is the next Art Talk.
· Anya shared about upcoming Talent Show, November 17, from 5-6, dinner, then talent show and biding on fundraising items until 8pm. Anya and Carrie McRay (sp?) are organizing this event for mission. Also, Anya said tabling to occur at the same time displaying our silent auction basket along side what our Earth Care Team does at WPC. Team discussed a garden hose to contain an assortment of earth friendly tools for the yard as our auction item basket. Bring to October meeting these planting/garden supplies for gift basket.


Food Pantry:
Earth Care team to re-fill the Food Pantry for September.
	Day of week:
	By Whom:

	Monday
	Anya

	Tuesday
	Jean

	Wednesday
	Jeanette

	Thursday
	Debbie/Phyllis

	Friday
	Phyllis

	Saturday
	Ralph and Brenda

	Sunday
	Kim


· Team shared tips for others on refilling food pantry such as taking a photo of pantry before going inside to see what items need to be added. Use door closest to office. 
· Thank you to all for working on this.
Movie Night:
Our next movie night is September 29th at 7:00 PM in the Meeting Room.  Jeanette and Joe selected “Flight of the Butterflies.” Joe gave “a teaser” on the movie saying it follows a scientist and his quest to find where the Monarchs migrate. He asked volunteers to bring popcorn and drinks. Faxels to bring popcorn. Phylis is going to ask Chris Anastas, a monarch Butterfly expert in the area, to join us to share some information on the monarchs before the movie.

Earth Care Outdoor Activity:
This fall, Saturday, Oct. 21 will be our Hike and Bike event. Joe plans to lead the bike ride. Anya is leading hike/walk. Joe said people bring their own water bottles, cookies will be provided. Phyllis will provide tree tags with bible verses and nature information. Jean, Brenda, Jeanette, Debbie will bring cookies. Then next spring plan a kayaking event. Joe discussed trying Exploration Green in the future for bike/hike. In fall of 2024, plan campout.

Earth Day Celebration Event Planning:
Earth day is Monday, April 21. 
Please bring ideas next meeting, or email Brenda if not attending, your thoughts for spring 2024 Earth Day celebration plans. Brenda shared that Diane Kane and team is planning an Art Exhibit titled “False Shepherds: When is Enough, Enough?” Diane said this was based on scripture Ezequiel 34:18. Brenda wanted team to consider coordinating with the Art Talk on Friday, April 5, with a table on upcoming “Earth Day Celebration” events. Something to consider. The exhibit will be up March 24 – June 1, 2024 which is during our typical earth day events.

Solar Panel Update:
Joe status update...  and a Solar Panel Party!
Ditto from last month. The data is there, but we do not have the connectivity to share it. Ed will make a presentation to session. Joe got an inquiry from Clear Lake Presbyterian Church to visit our solar panel. Team discussed sharing the information about the solar panels. One place may be the area within bulletin board. Possibly, share the solar panel success at the Talent Show and Earth Day Events.

WPC Green Items:
Green ideas:
• Kim spoke about the upcoming plastic bag event Sunday, November 12. Phyllis, Kim, and Anya (?) will lead group on mat making at All Church breakfast at 11:15 breakfast and then support the mission project. Cut the bags and tie bags during that time. Phyllis will ask to borrow a mat to share with everyone attending. When you finish eating, join the mission team to mat parts for mats for the homeless. Garden sharing table have a mat on it so people can see what we are making.

• On toilet paper, the team is still sampling. Ralph said he got from Liz quotes on ordering paper products. Joe suggested asking Pete for cost of toilet paper. Ralph discussed costs on toilet paper. He plans to follow up with that information. Team to send Kim comments on toilet paper.
• Ralph discussed if there are any issues with bird strikes at church.
• Follow up with Don on Smart Thermostats for A/C.

Garden Sharing Schedule
Oct. 8 Faxels
Nov. 12 Kim
Dec. 10 Jeanette

Budget:
To date, we have spent half of our budget. Please submit receipts, 
We have a designated account, that we have contributed to from garage sale, presentation talk payments donated. Debbie recommended using our budget more instead of individuals paying for things out of pocket. Ralph suggested an annual budget of $400.00 for next year 2024.

Education Item – Ralph
Quiz for our team. Ralph is walking us through using Kahoot to take the Earth Care Team quiz, “What are Groups of Animals Called?” We played the game on our phones, with members choosing multiple choice answers. Team members had 30 seconds to answer! We wanted to know if there was a prize. Yes, cake! Thank you for playing! Joe was the top winner followed by, Anya, and Kim. Fun!

Next Meeting:
Thursday, Oct. 19. Zoom and in person. Jean is hosting. Thank you, Jean.
Bring items to meeting for gift basket for Talent Show, November 17.

Future Education Items:
October – Phyllis
November – Joe

Recycling Schedule
October – Debbie
November – Anya
December – Kim
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup) 
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
· 
Jean closed the meeting with prayer.
