
Webster Meeting of Session
September 28, 2021 Agenda
Zoom Meeting &;00p.m.

Present:

Absent: Kevin Snowden, Kristy Russell, and Nancy Steger absences excused

Visitors:  James Kinzler, Campus Management, Joe Schwarz, Earth Care member and introduce Tamar Wasoian

Quorum Established at ________p.m.

Opening Prayer by:

Servant Leadership:  Keith’s input

Omnibus Motion
Approval of Agenda with the transfer of membership of Elizabeth Stoltz to
First Presbyterian Church, Wimberley, TX
Approval of Minutes of Stated Meeting  of July 27 and Called Meeting on August 3. There are minutes in the August section of session webpage.
Clerk’s Report
No applicant for members of 2022 General Assembly. 
We need to consider if there are people to recommend for positions on Presbytery Committees that will be voted on at November presbytery meeting.
Treasurer’s Report

Pastors’ Report

Motions: Action Items
Earth Care proposal of “Solar Panels at WPC” to the September session agenda.  The process is anticipated to be a two step process with the September proposal to approve getting a contract price and target for an October proposal that will be more lengthy for reviewing the broader financial and installation details.  See below.
MissionTeam: Motion to get financial support of the “Welcoming the Stranger - Asylum Seeking family requests that 2 grant applications seeking funding from Presbytery of New Covenant be approved by session: 1)Peace making grant and 2) Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant.  The funds from these grants will assist in funding the future asylum-seeking family. Deadline for submission is September 30, 2021. 
Family Promise a motion to renew the covenant with Family Promise

Committee Reports (have reports posted in the session webpage, do not require action)
Mission Team presents this omnibus motion to include the following fund-raising activities for approval:
Seafarers Gift Boxes – WPC members fill shoeboxes with personal items and non-perishable gifts for seafarers traveling through the Port of Houston during the holidays.  This year’s effort begins in mid-September and culminates in a “Blessing of the Boxes” on October 10.Type to enter text

Peace and Global Witness Offering – a PC(USA) special offering collected on World Communion Sunday (Oct. 3).  WPC will keep 25% of the funds donated and distribute those to PC(USA) mission partners working in Peru; the balance to be remitted to PC(USA).
“Gifts of Joy” – funds raised will purchase gifts for McWhirter Elementary and Brookside Intermediate students whose families are unable to provide holiday gifts.  Fund drive begins in November and ends Dec. 3.  
ICM Christmas Store – WPC provides the space and volunteer opportunities for WPC members to participate in this long-standing event with Interfaith Caring Ministries, during the first week of December.  No fund drive is anticipated; however, the congregation will be solicited to provide unwrapped gifts.
Joy Offering – a PC(USA) special offering, collected on Christmas Eve and remitted to PC(USA
“Coins for Christ” offering, to be collected monthly for supporting our local hunger relief efforts.  This offering will be taken on the 3rd Sunday of every month beginning in January 2022.
These funds are intended to augment the annual benevolence budget of the congregation.
Health and Well Being Committee - scholarship program for assistance in covering co-pay fee or if insurance does not cover the session.
Family Ministry - plan to hold Trunk or Treat on 10/31.
Worship Arts & Music schedules Dec. 12 for Christmas Cantata and 5:00pm December 24 for Christmas Eve service
Personel Team
Unfinished Business
Nominating Committee up and running to fulfill  5 Elders, another Elder for a 2-year term to finish Julie Schultz term, plus a youth elder.  Also need 4 deacons plus a youth deacon; a trustee; a special gifts and endowment person.  Plan to meet weekly until positions are filled.

Spiritual and Pastoral Concerns:

Motion for Adjournment and Closing Prayer
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Solar Panels at WPC September 21, 2021

Proposa:
Asubgroup of the Earth Care team is seeking Session approval to proceed with obtaining a
contract price for insallation of 108 solar panels on the roof of the Sanctuary, with the power
routed to the Sanctuary and the Administration Building. The system supplies 68,500 KWH,
22.8% of our average electrical needs for the first year of operation. WPC willlease the
System from Covenant Solar over a 15 year period, making it "cost neutral” o the first 15
years. Then, WPC wil receive the total cost savings from the system for the remainder of its
expected 30 year lfe. With this September Session approval, we will target for the Octaber
Session meeting to have the final contract price for Session to review and approve the
financial and installation detail.

Basis:
There are many biblical references that can be used to describe God's intention for how we.
should care for the Earth, our home. Psalm 24 begins “The earth i the Lord's and all that is
init, the world and those who live n it”. Genesis 2:15 reads “The Lord God took the man and
put him n the garden of Eden to il it and keep it.” This world s not ours to do as we
please, it was given into our care to be sustained and in turn sustain us.

In the last 50 years, we have discovered that this planet of ours can not be sustained if we
continue to change the balance of nature that has been n place for millennia. Scientists
have outlined the path we need to take to halt the changes we are making to our climate; the
‘main concern is how we create the energy our society needs. Using more clean, renewable
‘energy sources will help bring our world back into balance.

Part of Webster Presbyterian Churchs mission statement is to “create a more loving,
affirming, just and sustainable worid". This proposal to instal solar panels at WPC directly
aligns with our mission.

Benefit

“This project would demonstrate our commitment to our mission statement..

* The panels would be a tangible display to congregants, neighbors, and viitors of our
commitment to the care of the Earth.

* WRCs current average cost of electricity is $0.127 / KWH. The estimated cost of

electricity from solar panels is $0.09 / KWH for the first year. WPC i pojected to




