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The meeting was held September 14, 2019 at 7:00 pm at the Faxels’ home.
Attendees were:  Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Cathy Black, Jean Zophy, Jeanette Schwarz, Kathy and Bill Dixon, Kim Kinzler, and Anya Ezhevskaya. 
The meeting was opened with prayer.
Use of Grant Money from PC USA
Kim reported that the original amount of the grant was $1,000.  We have spent $263 of this, and possibly more if there are still some outstanding expenses that have not been submitted or reimbursed.  November 14th is the deadline to use the grant money or return what has not been spent.
Anya reported that she has contacted Jessica Maudlin of PC USA to request an extension to use the remaining grant money.  She has not yet received a response.
Anya will contact Jessica Maudlin again.  If we can get an extension, next spring we will proceed with the project to teach the Boy Scout troop about monarch butterflies and provide the supplies so that each scout can create a miniature butterfly garden in a clay pot to take home.  Phyllis provided an email prior to the meeting showing the cost breakdown for each potted garden.
In the meantime, we will investigate the option of creating and adding educational signs to the butterfly garden.  Brenda will check into how the signs for the pollinator garden in Stevenson Park in Friendswood were made.  We believe grant money could be used for the signage.
Kayaking Event for November 2nd
Anya has talked with John Grady and Al Strahan so that Family Ministries and the Youth can be involved with the event.  Anya has also prepared an article on the event for the October newsletter.  Several members of our team have kayaks:  Faxels (2), Kinzlers (4) and Schwarzs (1).  The Dixons have life vests that they could bring.  We will plan to have a tailgate party afterwards.
Ideas for Earth Day 2020
The group really liked the idea that India described in her email of having a program with a concert by the Galveston Community Band and the creation story from different faith perspectives by Diane Kane’s Galloway students.  We decided that we could celebrate Earth Day Sunday on Sunday, April 19th, and the concert program could be on the following Saturday, April 25th.  This way we could promote the program during the Minute for Ministry on April 19th.  We also thought that an afternoon time for the program on Saturday the 25th would be good, as it would be easier for children to attend in the afternoon.  It was suggested that we could add the singing of hymns or other songs to the program.  We also thought it would be nice to have cookies or other light refreshments afterwards.  
Jeanette will pass these thoughts on to India and ask whether she will be coordinating with Diane Kane or if someone else from the team should do that.
For Earth Day Sunday, April 19th, the group wants to plan on showing the Little Grouse on the Prairie film and having a speaker to talk about the Attwater Prairie Chicken.  This activity could take place after worship and include snacks or a light lunch.  Kathy Dixon and Phyllis will look into inviting a speaker.  
After the program on the Attwater Prairie Chicken, we would like to have a tree planting activity.  We will look into the possibility of planting trees at McWhirter Elementary School.  Anya and Brenda will contact the City Planner for Webster to see if the City might provide the trees and if there are other suitable locations for planting trees.  Bill will ask the WPC Men’s Group if they might be interested in assisting with the planting.  It was also noted that April 24th is Arbor Day.
Sharing Table Guidelines
Brenda and Ralph will develop a draft set of guidelines for the Sharing Table and provide them to the team for discussion.
Bill mentioned that two member of the WPC Men’s Group volunteer at ICM.  He will ask them whether they might be willing to take the leftovers from the Sharing Table to ICM for us.
Request from Rev. Deborah Meinke, Administrator for the Faithful Action on Climate Change Network of Synod of the Sun
Rev. Meinke would like to list the Earth Care congregations in our Synod on the Faithful Action on Climate Change webpage.  She asked for feedback on two specific questions:
· How is your congregation doing on efforts to eliminate polystyrene products (Styrofoam)?
· What do you regard as your best achievement on Earth Care from this past year?
The team discussed these questions.  For the first question, regarding eliminating Styrofoam products, the main action that we have taken is to gather and use coffee mugs at the Late Risers’ Breakfasts, instead of Styrofoam cups.
As part of this discussion, Kathy Dixon informed us that the City of Houston accepts Styrofoam for recycling at the West Park Recycling Center and the Environmental Service Center.  More information can be found at www.houstontx.gov.  Kathy will submit this information for the church newsletter.
For the second question, several achievements were mentioned: the 2019 Earth Day program, with excellent attendance at the purple martin talk; the butterfly garden, which is attracting many monarchs as well as human admirers; the rain barrels; and replacement of the sanctuary lighting with LED lights.
Jeanette will respond to Rev. Meinke.
Request for Ideas on Earth Day Paraments
The Earth Care team discussed ideas for paraments and is partial to a design including trees.  Kim will relay this information to the members of the Earth Care team that were absent for the meeting to see if there are any additional ideas.  She will pass this information on to Diane Kane.
Bottle Cap Art Project
Anya will determine what is needed to finish the bottle cap art project.  She plans to contact the City Planner for Webster to discuss options for the installation of the art.
Earth Care Congregations Network
The next meeting of the Network is Saturday, October 19th at 10:00 a.m. at St. Philip Presbyterian Church. Anyone from the team who would like to attend is invited to do so.  Jeanette will send out an email reminder closer to the meeting date.
Electrical Box Decoration	
No new information.
Community Composting		
No new information.
IPad Bulletin Idea
Anya will have Liz send out a Constant Contact explaining how to get the weekly worship bulletin electronically.  If people will access the bulletin on their cell phones or Ipads, we could reduce the number of printed bulletins.
New Ideas
· Ralph provided a link to upcoming events at the Friendswood Library:  http://www.friendswood.lib.tx.us/events/
· Backyard Birding - September 25, 2019  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  Migration and Care of Purple Martins by Jeffrey Glattly 
· Gardening: Rainwater Harvesting - September 28, 2019  10:30 am - 12:30 pm.  Pre-register.
· Ralph also provided a reminder that a Walgreens in Pearland takes old prescription medicines. There is a metal disposal bin near the pharmacy, available during pharmacy hours. 
· Kim mentioned that the City of Nassau Bay also takes prescription medicines for proper disposal.  See www.nassaubay.com/483/Prescription-Drug-Drop-Box 
· Brenda provided some brochures for the Delores Fenwick Nature Center in Pearland.  Admission to the center is free, and bald eagles have been sighted in the surrounding wetland areas.
· Brenda also provided some information about the Stella Roberts Recycling Center in Pearland, which accepts mixed recycling, batteries, household hazardous waste, electronics, and scrap metal.
· On September 28, there is a Native Plant Sale at 9 a.m. in the EIH Habitat Garden on the UHCL campus.  Prior to that, at 8:00 a.m., there is a class on Growing Milkweeds and Fall Pollinator Plants for Your Butterfly Garden in the UHCL Rec. Center classroom.  See https://npsot.org/wp/clearlake/ 
Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, October 18th at 7:00 pm at the Schwarz home.  The Schwarzs’ address is: 14406 Oak Chase Drive in Houston. 
Schedules
The schedules for Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs, Recycling and Watering are as follows:
Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs and Recycling
· September – Anya 
· October – Ralph and Brenda
· November – Jean 

Watering
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Melissa is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

