The Family Ministry Team met on Sunday, September 8, 2019 – (Minutes captured by Bill Lopez)

The first order was to schedule the next Family Ministry Meeting for 9/29 at 12:00pm.

We also discussed the topic of having a Godly Play Christmas program.  The Worship committee had already scheduled this service of 12/8, but the FM team discussed that 12/24 would be a better use of this program to create a more family friendly Christmas Eve service.  Al agreed to confirm Melinda was available 12/24 and Keith agreed to contact the Worship committee about moving this service to 12/24.

It was decided that as a member of the Godly Parenting class, Bill Lopez will continue to coordinate young family events with Mary Helen Uffman and communicate those to Family Ministry Team.  Additionally, Bill L will work to promote these events via the bulletin (email Liz) and posting to FB group.

The first grandparent meeting was scheduled for 10/23 at 6:30pm, immediately following Wed Night Dinner.  This takes advantage of people already being at the church and childcare already being available for WND.  If the attendance is low, the FM Team agreed to hold another Grandparents meeting on a Sunday immediately after service.

The FM Team also discussed introducing the acolyte program. Julie will work to schedule and communicate acolyte practice during Sunday School on 9/29, inviting Patty Eng.  We are planning to have acolytes at the 10/6, 10/27, and 12/24 services.

A few other items discussed were:
Bill L would ask Mary Helen Uffman to join the Family Ministry Committee.
Jr High/Senior High Sunday School teachers can print materials for class


Actions:
1. Bill – Coordinate family events with Mary Helen Uffman in the Fall and communicate those to Family Ministry Team.  Promote via email FM, email Liz, post to FB group.
2. Bill – Ask Mary Helen to join FM Team
3. Jr High/Senior High Sunday School teachers can print materials and coordinate coverage for class.  Julie will focus on Children’s Time and Children’s Sunday School
4. Next FM meeting is 9/29 at 12:00pm.  
a. Bill – Reserve room with Liz.
5. Grandparents meeting planned for 10/23 at 6:30pm (after Wed Night Dinner).  Childcare already provided. 
a. Bill – Email Liz to schedule room, post in Bulletin, send Constant Contact email
b. Keith – Send out known resources on Grandparents in churches.
c. FM Team – Develop agenda: Share plans, ask for ideas, ask what grandparents want to see
d. Consider another meeting immediately after church, if attendance is low
6. Godly Play Christmas program currently scheduled for 12/8
a. Al – Check with Melinda to confirm she is available 12/24
(since learned Melinda is available & in discussion with Worship Team)
b. Keith – Coordinate moving this service to Xmas Eve
c. Julie – Scan program and send out to FM team
7. Group practice for youth acolytes during Sunday School on 9/29.
a. Julie (& Fam Ministry) – Schedule and communicate
b. Julie (& Fam Ministry) – Coordinate with and invite Patty Eng
c. Al (& Fam Ministry) – Schedule youth for 10/6, 10/27, 12/24.
d. We ordered 6 robes of various lengths and two stoles.  Each child that will serve an acolyte needs to try it on.  If the acolytes are going to light the candles at the beginning and end of the service, it’s easiest to wear the robe the entire time.  Either way, someone needs to be there to help them robe before the service, cue the children when to walk down, and put away the robe at the end of the service.
8. Bill – Discuss older youth reading closing prayer with Patty Eng
9. TBD – Discuss simple, known song that congregation knows to close Time with Children.  Keep it simple (no practice needed).
10. TBD – Coordinate with Melinda for a tree planting mission activity
11. TBD – Coordinate with Keith for Sea Farers Boxes
12. TBD – Coordinate with Anya on other Mission ideas
13. TBD – Coordinate with EarthCare on 11/2 Kayak trip
14. TBD – Plan Youth Progressive Dinner
15. TBD – Plan Go Kart event
16. TBD – Coordinate Jr High kelp with Fuller meal prep with Ed Tobia
17. TBD – Discuss Salvation Army bell ringing
18. TBD – Write report to Session and mention a few topics at 9/24 meeting
19. Consider a Youth Lead service, likely for the Sudnay after Easter (youth have shown interest in such)
20. Consider youth being able to sing with Adult Chior
21. Other ideas to consider – Halloween party/potluck, Friendsgiving party for November, visit to Galveston Flight Museum, …
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Pastor Keith’s notes – (follow up to Sept 8 Family Ministry Meeting)

To all:
 
The Family Ministry Team met on Sunday, September 8, 2019.
 
The FM Team focused sharply on the emergent model of including youth and children more intentionally in the ongoing life of the congregation through the lens of worship, music, and arts.
 
I want to convey some preferences that need review and consideration by the Worship, Arts, and Music (WAM) Team.
 
1.
 Acolytes: Plan to use acolytes on World Communion Sunday, the Kirkin’ o’ Tartans, and Xmas Eve. Who will  own the organization for the acolytes? What exactly will the acolytes do? We have a couple of weeks do get this  organized. I suggest we keep things as simple as possible.
 
2.
 Let use end the Time with Children with well known children’s songs that do not require any teaching - This  Little Light, Jesus Loves Me, All Things Bright and Beautiful. The congregation will sing along with the  children. The children will disperse after the verse is sung.
 
3.
Xmas Eve: 
 
         Change the time to be more suitable for children and families.
         Use Xmas Eve for the Godly Play “pageant” instead of one of the Advent Sundays.
 
4.
Ask youth to serve as lay readers on some Sundays. 
 
5.
Youth/Children led mission activities on Sundays when brunch is offered: the Seafarers boxes, socks for the  homeless, supplies for immigrants, planting trees (maybe even in the yard outside where the playground use to    
 be), World Vision kits, etc.)
 
The next FM Team meeting is September 29, 2019 at 12 noon in the Meeting Room.
 
The key point from a leadership point of view: How do the elders and various team members give attention to and intentionally make sure the children and youth are included in the ongoing ministry of the church?
 
The items noted were evaluated through that lens of inclusion last Sunday.
 
I suggest that the WAM Team and music staff meet with the FM Team on September 29, 2019 to discern together how the above suggestions can be implemented. 
 
The Xmas Eve pattern may need to be adapted to fulfill the intent of inclusion for youth and children. Maybe we go back to offering 2 services, maybe not.
 
Let us work with these suggestions in an orderly and thoughtful way.























Senior High Lunch Meeting Notes – 9/1/19   (Captured by James Kinzler)
Attendees:
Senior High – Mykala, Sebastian, Ian, Kyle
Family Ministries Elders – Al Stahan, Bill Lopez
Teachers/Sponsors – John Grady, James Kinzler
Youth provided input in 4 areas; Mission, Sunday School, Fellowship/Fun, Worship/Study.  Their input is listed below by area but in random order.
Mission – have a mission trip like Lafayette, perhaps go to Beaumont or Corpus Christi, help with McWhorter School (what areas are they for helping?), help with the food bank, Ian suggest the Leos (youth sub of the Lions) may have some ideas for Mission service
Sunday School – cover current events and how the bible and our faith contributes to ways to deal with current events, have SS right after Worship, youth could lead a VBS if we restart that ministry, when working with scripture it is helpful and fun to have folks read parts
Fellowship/Fun – advocate for WPC youth to participate in PYCC and in Conclaves, have an event at Main Event, have a lock-in, go bowling
Worship/Study – have more youth involvement in Worship (ushers, lay reader), youth Sunday, advocate for youth to go to Conclaves, Energizers, politics and religion, bible and current events, MoRanch

A recommendation for Sunday School format was notionally supported by the youth to include the following: Youth and Teachers work together to…
1. Welcome and check in on how folks are doing and what is going on in the world.  What activities are coming up that other youth and sponsors may want to see?
2. What are the current events that youth are most interested in discussing this Sunday School. List the prospects and the issues that seem key to the current event.
3. What scriptures speak to the key issues raised by the current event?  Suggest scriptures and seek to explain the connection between the scripture and the current event.
4. Did we cover the issues enough and if so what would be the summary learning to share with who?
5. Thoughts for next week? Current Event? 
6. Closing prayer of thanks for the gifts of the Trinity, the Bible, our personal gifts and corporate gifts to help us be God’s people today. 























