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Submitted by Elder Bill Dixon; Vision Committee Co-chair, Nominating Committee Chair
Motion:
To host a training session to be presented by SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice) on the WPC campus.  Invitee’s will include the WPC congregation and friends, people from other congregations, the SURJ network, and members of our local communities. 

The target dates are tentatively October 26 OR November 2, 2019.

Details:
SURJ is part of a multi-racial, cross-class movement working to build a more racially-just society.  Their philosophy is that working toward social justice cannot be done in isolation from or disconnected from the powerful leadership of communities of color.

SURJ connects volunteers and other resources to organizations led by people of color, and maintains strong accountability relationships with organizers and communities of color as central part of their theory of change.

Houston is one of the most racially diverse cities in the country.  As Immigrant communities are squeezed and attacked by societal forces it becomes increasingly important to stand up for immigrant rights.  During this training event participants will 
· Be introduced to SURJ and the notion of accountability partners
· Learn what it means to be a “Responder” or “Scout” on the SURJ Rapid Response Network
· Hear about other ways to provide support for those involved in the immigration process
· Short-term sponsorship
· Provide transportation
· Serve as a court-observer
This will be a great opportunity to learn how each of us can play a role in protecting the rights of undocumented people in our community. 

Rationale:
WPC welcomes “ALL alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.”  There is broad interest in learning how each of us can contribute to a more loving, affirming, and just world.  
Engaging the target audiences at this training event will continue to build our collective understanding of how we can impact our communities in a very positive, concrete way while leaning into WPC’s Vision.
Budget Impact:
Limited to the indirect costs associated with air-conditioning and lighting.  Setup, tear-down and clean-up will be provided by volunteers in attendance.
