August 26, 2014

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, August 26, 2014, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer and a devotional by the Moderator, Reverend Helen Rose Moore, at 7:00 p.m.   
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Interim Pastor Helen Rose Moore; 
· Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and,
· Ruling Elders Jimm Cooper, Kaylin Dupree, Janis Edwards, Melisa Ferguson, Lynn Godwin, George James, Diane Kane, Scott McNeill, Katy Rendon, Marjorie Seiter, Jonathan Snowden, , Ann Taylor, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia, Kevin Wooten, Carla Yager, and Jim Young.
Ruling Elders Jonathan Snowden and Lynn Snowden were excused.  
Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, Clerk of Session Pro Tem Dennis Waehner were also present.

The agenda was approved.

Pastors’ Reports  
· Pastor Helen Rose Moore reported that the Minister from Austin Seminary scheduled to lead worship with us this fall will be Rose Nyles.

· The sermon series which will follow this summer’s series on the Book of Ruth will be a series on spiritual gifts.

· Pastor Helen P. DeLeon will be representing us on an upcoming conference on immigrant children being help in Tucson Arizona.
Omnibus Motion – The Session voted to approve the omnibus motion that contained the following bulleted items:

· The Session approved minutes of the Minutes of the July 22, 2014, Stated Meeting of Session.
· The Session approved minutes of the Minutes of the August 10, 2014, Called Meeting of Session.

· The Session received the Clerk’s report: 
	Statistical Report  
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of July 22, 2014
	506
	307
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	
	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	
	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	
	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	
	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 1
	- 1
	J Paden


	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	
	     Death                                          
	- 1
	  - 1   
	D Montgomery


	Membership as of August 26, 2014
	504
	305
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith

	74 
	 
	
	Total children, youth and adults

	578

		

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Church Life Milestones – The Session acknowledged the following milestones in the life of the church:

· Deaths – David Montgomery passed away on July 28, 2014.

· Memorial Services – A memorial service was conducted for David Montgomery on August 1, 2014; officiated by Pastors Helen Rose Moore and Helen P. DeLeon

· Celebration of Communion outside of worship – Pastor Helen Rose Moore and Elder Kathy Braeuer celebrated communion with David Montgomery and Michelle LeQueuex in their home on July 24, 2014.
Committee Motions

· The Session received a report from the Outreach Committee chair detailing the plans to begin a Little Free Library on the WPC property along Austin Street facing McWhirter Elementary School. This free library would be a free-standing box, un-manned but maintained by Paula Bray and Nita Schaffer.  The Session voted to approve the planned project.
· The Session voted to approve the Wedding Policy recently revised by the Campus Management Committee, as amended during discussion.
· The Session voted to approve the following five curricula for youth:
· Jr. High Sunday School: Echo 36

· Sr. High Sunday School:  “What's up with the Church Down the Street?” and “Which Way to God?” by Thea Nyhoff Leunk (this has already been approved and used in Youth Ministry about five years ago)

· College/Young Adults Sunday School: Upper Room Devotional

· Bible Study and PYC: Gospel According to Harry Potter (approved last year and used last year)

· Confirmation Curriculum:  Caressa's edited “We Believe Confirmation” (approved and used last about 5 years ago)

· The Session voted to approve the holding of One Big Auction on February 15, 2015, with proceeds being directed to (1) youth trips first, (2) mission issues, and (3) improvements in the WPC youth classrooms in the Education Wing.
Committee Reports

· Campus Management – The perceived environmental problem of mold has been resolved.  No toxic mold was found anywhere on WPC campus.  Common mold is evident in several locations.  Solutions were discussed and a plan of action taken.
· Worship and Music – The committee holds up for commendation: Pastor Helen Deleon for her support of the worship service focusing on the Peru trip, Jeannette Booher for her ushering support of so many memorial services on short notice and Ken Wood for his Audio/Visual support of so many memorial services on short notice.
· Youth Ministry – The Junior High and Senior High groups would prefer to attend to their PYC activities separately.  The Youth Ministry committee is seeking adult volunteers to help.
· Mission Committee – The second annual summer enrichment program Summer Spotlight was held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. July 29 through August 14.  Thirty students were enrolled with an average attendance of 25.  There were 41 volunteers mentoring, cooking, organizing, leading workshops, providing food and providing financial support.  When children registered, they were given a drawstring backpack with our Summer Spotlight logo; during the course of the program they also received as many as four books and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, all of which had been donated. Students responded well to the schedule and seemed to enjoy the food provided for both breakfast and lunch. According to the evaluations filled out by students, parents and mentors, the program was highly successful and all look forward to participating again next year.   
New Business

· Discussed dates for the Congregational Meeting focusing on election of officers.  The Session voted to call a Congregational meeting for November 16, 2014, for the purposes of church officer elections and, possibly, amendment of the Special Memorial & Gift Resolution and Bylaws.
Upcoming Meetings

· Stated Meeting of Session, Tuesday, September 26, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Meeting Room
The business of Session the being completed, the meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:20 p.m. 

Dennis Waehner









Clerk of Session Pro Tem
