September 22, 2009

Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, September 22, 2009, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.  
The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Reverend Helen DeLeon and Reverend Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Cathy Black, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, Jimmy Spivey, and Mike Stearns.
The following Active Elders were excused: Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Tye Cowan, John Grady, Jennifer Paden, and Dennis Waehner.
Treasurer Pat Koester was also present.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the agenda for the meeting was approved.
Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  
Approval of Minutes – The Session voted to approve the minutes of the Stated Meeting of Session dated August 25, 2009, as amended.
Clerk’s Report – 
	Statistical Report
	

	
	Individuals
	Families
	

	Membership as of August 25, 2009
	732
	406
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 1 
	+ 1 
	Powers

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	
	
	
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 1
	- 0
	Littleton

	Membership as of September 25, 2009
	732
	406
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	153
	
	(+2) Koesters

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	885
	
	


Baptisms 
· Katelyn Marie Koester, born March 31, 2000, and Rebecca Anne Koester, born December 28, 1997, daughters of Leslie & Richard Koester (granddaughters of member Priscilla & Peter Koester), were baptized September 13, 2009, with Rev. Mark Cooper officiating.
Death  
· Member Brian Littleton died August 23, 2009
Memorial Service 
· A memorial service was held at Webster Presbyterian Church for Brian Littleton on August 29, 2009, with Rev. Helen P. DeLeon officiating.
New Business 
· The Task Force assigned to address the conflict between the Fellowship Committee and other church ministries shared its report in executive session.  Action based on the report was tabled until the next Stated Meeting in October.
· The Session voted to elect Jim Magnant, Judy Ota, and Ed Tobia to the 2009 Nominating Committee.
· In order to avoid schedule conflicts with the traditional end of year holiday season, the Session voted to convene its November Stated Meeting on Tuesday, November 17, 2009, and to convene its December Stated Meeting on Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  The Clerk was directed to invite the Board of Deacons to the December meeting for its annual review.
· The Session elected Gene Fisseler, James Kinzler, and Mary Lawrence to serve as Commissioners at the November 14, 2009, Stated Meeting of Presbytery at St. Paul's Presbyterian Church
Team/Committee Reports
· Christian Nurture Ministry

· Adult Ministry – Guest pastor Rev. LaDonna Saunders will be in our pulpit on October 4 and introduce her Ubuntu ministry.
· Youth Ministry – The Session voted approve the following Youth fundraisers to raise money for junior high and senior high youth mission trips and faith-based conferences during the school year and summer:

· Car Wash – November 7 (rain dates – November 8, 14 or 15)
· November 21 – Christmas Shopping Day for Parents of WPC

· December 6 through 27 – Christmas Post Office & Gifts

· February 7 – Submarine Sandwich Sales

· February 13 – Sweetheart Dinner Dance

· March 17 through April 2 –  Lenten Spirituality Center in Fellowship Hall

· May 21 & 22 – Youth Musical
· Children’s Ministry – Children’s Chapel has replaced GIGL and provides an opportunity for kids 4 years old through grade to participate in a worship service specifically designed for them.  Thanks to the Senior Highs, the church playground has been revitalized.
· Administration

· Communication – The committee is investigating brochures highlighting the senior pastoral staff, using updated resume information and photos.  In addition, the committee is considering new brochures highlighting various church functions.
· Personnel – The committee modified its staff salary proposal for 2010 which has been reflected in the adjusted proposed church budget (see next item).
· Stewardship & Finance – Since the last Stated Meeting, the proposed budget for 2010 has been adjusted to $795,710, which estimate will serve as the basis for the Stewardship presentation to the congregation.  The Session voted to table action until the next Stated Meeting regarding prior Session approval of certain expenditure that are expected to exceed $250.
· Buildings & Grounds – Foundation engineers will look at both the Sanctuary building and the Fellowship Hall to determine if there are problems that should be addressed.  Other items that will receive attention are lighting in the Bouton Hall kitchen, repainting of the women’s restroom near the church office, and reprogramming of the HVAC system thermostats.
· Fellowship – Bouton Hall improvements, repairs, and upgrades are completed.  The Annual Shrimp Boil is set for Saturday, September 26, at the Bay Area Museum (the old WPC Little White Church).
· Worship – The “theme” for this year’s advent season is “Celebrate the Story.”  The Youth-led worship service is scheduled for January 17, 2010, and the Children-led worship service is set for February 28, 2010.  
· Mission – The Peacemaking Offering will be collected on October 4 in conjunction with Rev. LaDonna Saunders’ visit spreading her UBUNTU ministry.  CROP Walk is just a few weeks off – October 11. 
· Welcoming – The Connection Team is looking for volunteers to serve on the first and fifth (once each quarter) Sundays of the month.  A New Member Reception is scheduled for Sunday, September 27 at Rev. Helen DeLeon’s home.
· Care of Members – With donated funds, the Deacons have purchased and are installing an AED in each of our three distinct buildings – the Sanctuary building, the Administration & Education building, and the Fellowship Hall.
Old Business – There was none.
Pastors’ Reports – Caressa announced that her husband, Jonathan, has accepted a call to the Presbyterian Church in Needville, and they have moved their residence to split their respective drives.  Helen reminded the Session of the October 3 FOCUS event.
Upcoming meetings:

· The next Stated Meeting of Session is Tuesday, October 27, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.
· The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant is Saturday, November 14, 2009, at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:50 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler










Clerk of Session

