September 23, 2008


Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, September 23, 2008, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders, Cathy Black, Jennifer Carr, John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, Diane Kane, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Melissa Moede, Roy Phillips, and Dennis Waehner (Clerk Pro Tem).

The following members of Session were excused:  Active Elders Jeanette Chase, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Johnny Jones, Watson DuPont, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), and Michael Stearns. 

Also present were Treasurer Pat Koester and Trustee Dick Brackett.

Session voted to elect Dennis Waehner as Clerk Pro Tempore for this stated meeting.

A quorum was declared by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

Treasurer’s Report - Pat Koester presented the financial report. The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Clerk’s Report

	

	Statistical Report

	
	
	
	

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of August 26, 2008
	705
	398
	

	Gains
	
	
	

	Transfer of Letter 

	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	
	
	
	

	Losses
	
	
	

	Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	Death

	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of September 23, 2008
	705
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	127
	398
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	832
	
	


Funerals:

· Scott Montgomery (NM); son of Bob and Betty Montgomery; September 6, 2008, officiated by Mark Cooper.

Report from the Special Funds Committee

Trustee Dick Brackett presented proposed modifications to the Special Funds resolution.  The modifications are primarily clarifications.  Per the requirements of the Special Funds resolution, the Session will be required to vote both in the October and the November 2008 stated session meetings in order to approve the proposed modifications.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports

The following Elder committee reports were acknowledged.  It was noted that many committees were not able to meet in September as Hurricane Ike made landfall on Galveston Island on September 12 and the local community continues recovery efforts.
Administration

· Communication – The new membership directories have been delivered.  Contributions collected will cover printing costs.

· Stewardship & Finance – The committee distributed the letters of commitment to the active elders and requested their joyful participation as quickly as possible in order to set a positive example for the congregation.  The planning for the October 19 Stewardship service and luncheon is proceeding.  The committee needs the input of testimonials from all ministry teams as soon as possible.

Buildings & Grounds – Minor damage to the sanctuary roof was sustained during Hurricane Ike.  The committee is having the damage assessed.  The Education Wing/Administration Wing roof held up well.  The lock on the Fellowship Hall door has been repaired.

Care of Members 

· The Deacons, Helen, and Caressa all worked in the aftermath of hurricane Ike to reach out to all church members.  

· The Annual Shrimp Boil has been postponed due to Hurricane Ike.  In place of the traditional event, a potluck dinner will be held on Saturday, September 27.
Christian Nurture – The leadership of the three ministries within Christian Nurture convened a planning meeting to review coordination and cooperation between the three groups.
· Youth Ministry – The Session approved the following motion from Youth Ministry:  WPC youth will sponsor two fundraisers - a car wash in November and “Christmas Post Office” in December – with proceeds from both benefiting the 2009 Youth Mission Trip.  Regarding the “post office,” WPC youth will be available to deliver Christmas cards for church members who would otherwise send their Christmas greetings to other church members via the U.S. mail service. Donations for this service will be accepted. 
Mission – The week-long Adult Mission Trip to New Orleans, which was scheduled to begin September 28, has been canceled due to Hurricane Ike.  The committee is preparing for the “Peacemaking Offering”.  Twenty-five percent of this year’s offering will go toward local Hurricane Ike victims.

Session Commendations:  

The Session voted to commend:

· Daphne Reimer for her outstanding work during Hurricane Ike, connecting people with needs with people who can help.

· Mark Cooper, Helen Deleon, and Caressa Murray for their leadership and inspiration in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike.  Mark was found tearing damaged carpet and walls from homes of church members.  Helen personally called every member of the congregation.  Caressa contacted all families with children and youth to check on their well being.  In addition, Caressa organized a dinner for those returning on the Wednesday evening after the storm.  The event provided members a real sense of hope and normalcy and reminded us that God is always with us and is acting through our neighbors.

Next Meetings
· The next Stated Meeting of Session will be convened Tuesday, October 28, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator at 8:30 p.m. 


Dennis Waehner
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