WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – October 19, 2023
When: 7:00PM at Jean Zophy’s house  and Via Zoom
Attendees: Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Debbie Masden (Zoom) and Jean Zophy
Brenda opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
Mission of Yahweh – still waiting to hear back
Frontier Box – on hold
Talent Show is November 17 and collecting items for our Earth Care Gift Basket for silent auction. Joe and Jeanette brought a fun bird seed set for the basket. We finalized at meeting items for gift basket and tabling. For our tabling, Joe has a presentation board on “Are you ready for Earth Care?” Consider using it and update board with our newer accomplishments like the solar panels, moon trees, great outdoor activities, and Earth Day events.
The team agreed to be co-sponsors for JEDI (Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion) presentations by TX Master Naturalist organisation. Keith approved as what our team agreed. Ralph reviewed the past meetings for 2023 year. Our name will be listed as a co-sponsor on flyers promoting presentations. Jeanette will send it out to Liz for constant contact. He did not think we needed to also add it to the bulletin. Ralph will cc Jeanette the note to Mohammad Nasrullah on being a co-sponsor.
Ralph shared there is a Monarch talk on Saturday afternoon. Oops, that’s during our Hike/Bike event!
Joe is signed up for Oct. 25 noon presentation on Heat Pumps by Interfaith Power and Light. 
Earth Care Outdoor Activity
Saturday noon lunch, bike/hike, and cookies at Lynn Gripon Park, Joe is leading biking and Anya leading the walk. Joe and Jeanette have bible verses from Phyllis to hang in park. Try to reach out to young families. Brenda text Libby to see if can post on Facebook page. 
Earth Day Celebration Ideas
On April 5th Art talk, plan to have our sign-up sheets for our spring Earth Day celebration activities. Share about our Earth Care team with these “Art” people who are not all WPC members. Jeanette mentioned Mohamad could talk, Jean liturgist on Earth Day. Potential contact person with Exploration Green to see if there is an event with Earth Day. 
Solar Panel Update
Joe will update us during his education presentation.
WPC Green Items
Plastic Bag Recycling – November 12 Anya and Kim will lead that. Our role to be there that day and help.
Recycled paper products - Ralph is wanting to see if we can put a line item in the budget for purchasing recycled bathroom paper. Ralph thinks it will be easier to use our existing supplier, Buckeye Cleaning Center, to purchase these new paper products. If use their prodcuts, the increases for recycled paper towels are 18% to 43% depending on product selected and a 38% increase for recycled toilet paper products.  Based on restocking of 2 cases every 2-3 months (i.e. per Annie and Mike from our Janitorial team), annually paper towels costs increase $100-$250 and toilet paper increases by $220, with a total annual increase of potentially ~$500.                                                                                                                                                                Debbie wants to look into alternative cleaning supply options.                                                                        Joe to check with area Earth Care Presbytery congregations about recycled/bamboo paper product options and suppliers.                                                                                                                                          Check what the Sierra Club has on information for schools or churches. 
Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):
The recent sharing table went well this past Sunday.  
Nov. 12 – Kim
Dec. 10  – Jeanette
Jan. 14  – Jean
Budget: 
Please turn in your ’23 expenses.  Next year Ralph requested $400 for 2024 Budget. 
Education Item:
Joe – WPC Solar Project Presentation – 
Timeline:
•   Idea from Presbytery Earth Care group – 2020         
•   Team formation: Joe, Ralph, James, and Ed - 1Q2021
•   System Size and Design – 3Q2021
•   Session Approval for solar panels - April 26, 2022
•   Signed contract with Covenant Solar - May 2, 2022
•   Started construction - July 2023 
•  Start producing power – Aug. 11, 2023
•  Set up panel communication dashboards and start of contract – Aug. 30, 2023
We pay to Covenant Solar a fee that is based on our potential energy saving.  The solar panel project is cost neutral. After 15 years, WPC owns the solar panels. 
Joe shared the links and showed us data from the solar panels. Excellent presentation teaching us about how the solar panels data can be viewed. We could even see the effect from the solar eclipse.
· WPC Sanctuary solar panel production and system usage:
· http://lg2513.d.lighthousesolar.com/6001C/index.html
·  WPC office solar panel production and system usage:
· http://lg2544.d.lighthousesolar.com/60C7D/
Next Meeting
	Earth Care meeting at Schwarz house at 7pm Nov. 16, with zoom option.
	Decide Dec. 2 or 16 for 

Xmas Brunch and gift exchange at 10:30 to 12:30 at Faxel’s.
Future Educational Items
November – Phyllis
December – none
January – Brenda
Recycling Schedule
November – Anya
December – Kim
January – Joe
Feb. – Jean
Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Jean closed us with a prayer.


