[bookmark: _GoBack]WPC Earth Care Team Meeting Minutes – October 9, 2020
A Zoom meeting was held October 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm.
Attendees were:  Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Jean Zophy, Cathy Black and Phyllis Koenig. 
The meeting was opened with prayer.
Money for Earth Care in the WPC 2021 Budget
Kim explained to the team that currently there is not a line item in the WPC budget for Earth Care.  She requested input on whether she should ask the Session to include a line for Earth Care in the 2021 budget.  The team felt that it would be beneficial for Earth Care to have a line item.  We felt that $200 for re-furbishing the butterfly garden each year and $100 for annual Earth Day activities would be good estimates to begin with. 
Solar Panels
There was no new information to report.  Joe and Ralph will get together and see if they can contact John Hartman of Covenant Solar Power to get additional information.  
Newsletter Articles
Thanks to Phyllis for writing the article for the October newsletter on ways we can use discarded items from the kitchen to benefit our gardens. 
Debbie has volunteered to write an article for November.
For December, we came up with the idea to have an article on earth-friendly gift ideas.   By the next Earth Care meeting, we are each to come up with two or three earth-friendly gift ideas.  Kim volunteered to gather the ideas and write the article for the December newsletter.
For January, it was suggested that we could do an article referencing the TED talk viewed during the meeting, as well as the book Joe is planning to use for the book club.
Safe Outing Ideas
Joe suggested that we follow the lead of the Session on when the time is appropriate to plan and sponsor a gathering. 
Book Club Ideas
Joe is interested in starting up a book club through the Earth Care Congregations Network, which would be open to anyone in the Presbytery.  The book will be Climate Change, Climate World by Jim Antal.   Joe has communicated this idea to Lynn Hargrove, our general presbyter, who recommended starting the book club after the first of the year.  
Native Plant Society Sale
Brenda sent out a link for registration for the plant sale which will be online on Saturday, October 10th.  Plant pickup will then be October 17th and 18th at UHCL.  
Phyllis mentioned that our WPC butterfly garden needs to have native milkweed.  She and Brenda will try to buy some for the butterfly garden at the plant sale.
Electronics Recycling
Joe informed the team that there will be an electronic recycling event on Saturday, October 17th from 9 am to 3 pm at Ellington Field.  The event is hosted by CompuCycle and is free.  CompuCycle requests that all those bringing materials to be recycled wear face masks when communicating with staff members at the site and that materials to be recycled be brought in the trunks of participants’ vehicles to ensure a safe drop off.  
Electronic recyclable materials include: computers and laptops, power cords, cell phones, scrap metal, monitors, hubs, printers, cables, servers, DVD players, cable boxes and routers, ink-jet cartridges, TVs (CRT TVS up to 27 inches and flat screens up to 50 inches), computer mice and keyboards, switches, fax machines, telephones, toner cartridges and copiers.
Other items
Phyllis mentioned that she will be moving the supplies purchased for the scout project from her house to a storage room on the second floor of the education wing. 
Thank you to Brenda for hosting the Zoom meeting!
TED Talk
We viewed a TED talk by Chad Frishchmann, who wrote Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming.  In his talk, Frishchmann describes the most important ways we can achieve drawdown, which is when the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere begins to decline on a year to year basis.  The solutions (some of which are surprising) are regenerative and restorative, with cascading benefits to human well-being.  The link to the talk is:  https://www.ted.com/talks/chad_frischmann_100_solutions_to_climate_change?language=en
Recycling Schedule (every other month)
· November – Kim
· January – Joe
· March – Jean

Watering Schedule
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Melissa is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Next Meeting
The next meeting (via Zoom) is scheduled for Friday, November 13th at 7:00 pm.   The meeting was closed with prayer.
