September 26, 2017
Meeting Room, WPC

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a stated meeting on Tuesday, September 26, 2017.
Welcome and Call to Order by Moderator Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman at 7:00 p.m.
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Pastor Keith Uffman;
· Ruling Elders Jennifer Carr, Michael Cooper, Sandy Dwyer, Pete Koester, Mary Lawrence, Tony Le Cara, Coco Motley, Chris Ramsay, Kevin Snowden, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia, Jamee Wilson; 
· Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, Assistant Treasurer Carla Yager, Clerk to Session Melisa Ferguson; and
· Pat Bracket, Judy Allton, staff members Geri Foster and Glenn Foster; and Trustee Reese Terry.
Ruling Elder Sandy Dwyer offered an opening prayer.
The Session approved the agenda.
The Session heard a report from WPC Heritage Committee members Pat Bracket and Judy Allton about planning for the 125th anniversary of WPC coming up in December 2018.  The WPC Heritage Committee would like to focus on the Japanese immigrant farmers in the Bay Area and specifically early members of WPC.  The Session approved a motion for the Clerk of send a letter to the City of Webster officials inviting them to participate in our 125th anniversary celebration and offer to include in our celebration time and a venue for them to invite a speaker on the history and influence of the Japanese people of the Webster area.
The Session heard a semi-annual report from Trustee Reese Terry.  Some of the topics that Reese mentioned are:
· Our Endowment Fund has $116,000 as of June 30, 2017;

· Our Memorial Account has $14,500;

· The Trustees are planning a November 5 bulletin insert to remind members about legacy giving options;

· The Trustees met with the Texas Presbyterian Fund to discuss donor advisory funds, charitable annuity options, and other funding options;

· The Trustees wanted to remind Session that money donated to the church is controlled by the Session.  Donations/endowments should not be so specific in their requirements for use that we’re locked into something that may cause us to never be able to use the money.
The Session heard a report from Pastor Keith about the status Harvey recovery efforts.  Pastor Keith commended Pastor Helen DeLeon for her seemingly tireless efforts to support our members in their recovery needs, as well as the community’s recovery needs, and the coordination of volunteer efforts for our community and others, not the least of which was the work coordinated for Dickinson Presbyterian Church.
Pastor Keith offered additional information as to ongoing Disaster Recovery workshops being offered as well as the need for candidates for the Fuller Center’s Operations Director job opening.
As a Spiritual Leadership Development activity, Pastor Keith led the Session in a discussion of Mission as Evangelism and “The Tangible Kingdom.”  The backdrop text was the parable of the talents, Matthew 25:14-30, reminding us that we are Doers of the Word.  Relating this to the current state of our community, he reminded us that congregations are in a hurry to get back to “the ordinary,” when we have extraordinary things happening that we shouldn’t ignore.
Following with the theme of the parable of the talents and local disaster recovery, Ruling Elder Ed Tobia gave an overview of CrisisCleanup.org, a website that he and others are using to identify properties that still be need of repair efforts, as well as using it as a follow up tool to reach out to those who were in need who may still have needs beyond the state of their property. 

The Session heard a report from the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee regarding plans for World Communion Sunday, October 1:
· Rev. Dr. Rob Weingartner, Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation, to speak - an important player in global work who can open doors for WPC in the long term.

· Saturday night at the home of Missy Rorrer: Rob to speak briefly on what he has learned as a long term leader in PCUSA global missions.

· Sunday school - 9:00 a.m. in Bouton Hall
· Sunday worship - 10:00 a.m.
· Continues in Fellowship Hall with an internationally-themed potluck lunch and a project to put together disaster relief hygienic kits - a perfect illustration of worship as evangelism.

The Session approved a motion from the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee to offer a single worship service on World Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017.  This single worship service will be held at 10:00 a.m., with Sunday School preceding at 9:00 a.m.

As part of discussion around a proposed motion by the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee regarding temporarily offering only a single worship service, the Session allowed, by common consent, staff members Geri Foster and Glenn Foster, WPC’s Co-Directors of Music and Fine Arts, to provide their thoughts and inputs on the impacts of a single worship service.  The Session discussed a letter submitted to the Clerk from members Melinda and Alyssa Neilsen about their concerns for those who serve as volunteers during the worship service never being able to have an opportunity to worship with their church family.
After much discussion on this topic, the Session voted to extend the order of the day by 20 minutes.

Upon calling the question, the Session approved the motion from the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee to extend the previously temporary 9:00 a.m. Sunday School and 10:00 a.m. Worship service schedule for a period of inquiry beginning on October 8, 2017, and continuing through January 28, 2018.  The vote was 9 in favor, 2 opposed, and 1 abstention.

The Session approved a motion from the Stewardship & Finance Committee, upon recommendation of the Special Gifts & Endowments Committee, to approve the sale of internment Crypt 2 of lot 4087 Section 216C in Forest Park East to Carlos Villagomez for the sum of $4,000.
The Session heard a report from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey of the status of our finances.  Although revenues were low for the month, we are in a positive financial position for the year. Jimmy reminded the Session that committee budget inputs are due to him by October 10 so that the 2018 budget can be presented to Session at the October 24 meeting.
The Session approved the Omnibus Motion that contained the following items:

Approval of Minutes – August 22, 2017: Stated Meeting of Session

	Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of August 22, 2017
	447
	276
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation or Statement of Faith
	+ 0
	+0
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death
	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of September 25, 2017
	447
	276
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	60
	 
	

	Total children, youth, and adults
	507
	
	


Church Life Milestones:

Births
· None.
Baptisms

· None.
Weddings

· None.
Deaths

· None.
Memorial Services

· None.
Pastoral Care Off Campus
· None.
Motion for Closing Prayer & Adjournment – The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, the meeting was concluded with prayer led by Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden.
The Session voted to adjourn at 9:18 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Melisa Ferguson
Clerk to Session
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