September 23, 2014

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, September 23, 2014, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer and a devotional by the Moderator, Reverend Helen Rose Moore, at 7:00 p.m.   
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Interim Pastor Helen Rose Moore; 
· Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and,
· Ruling Elders Jimm Cooper, Kaylin Dupree, Janis Edwards, Melisa Ferguson, Lynn Godwin, George James, Diane Kane, Scott McNeill, Katy Rendon, Marjorie Seiter, Lynn Snowden, Ann Taylor, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia, Kevin Wooten, Carla Yager, and Jim Young.
Ruling Elder Jonathan Snowden was excused.  
Special Gifts Committee Laura Grady, Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler were also present.

The agenda was approved.

New Member – Carla Yager introduced Sarah Shulsky who expressed her desire to become a member of WPC.  After learning a little about Sarah, and following their introduction to the Session, Pastor Moore asked a series of questions that were answered satisfactorily.  The Session voted to receive Sarah Shulsky into full membership of WPC by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Midland, Texas.  

Report from the Memorial & Special Gifts Committee – Laura Grady reported to the Session on the committee’s effort over several months to compile a priority funding list based on the Session’s response for submittal of non-budgeted items.  The list serves as a guide for the committee when working with donors of special gifts.
Pastors’ Reports  
· Pastor Helen Rose Moore – In accordance with the process specified by the church bylaws, Helen Rose recommended to the Session that Dennis Waehner serve as chair of next year’s Nominating Committee.  Following presentation of his qualifications and hearing support from the Nominating Committee chair, the Session concurred with the recommendation of Dennis Waehner to serve as the 2015 Nominating Committee.  The recommendation goes to the current Nominating Committee and the congregation elects all members of the Nominating Committee at the November Congregational Meeting.  
· Pastor Helen DeLeon – Helen shared her learnings and experiences on a recent trip to Tucson focused on the crisis of unaccompanied minors entering the U.S. from Central America.  She explained that the crisis has a direct impact on the local area as Houston is the primary destination for these immigrants.
Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report and an update regarding the 2015 budget.
Omnibus Motion – The Session voted to approve the omnibus motion that contained the following bulleted items:

Approval of Minutes – The Session voted to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2014, Stated Meeting of Session
Transfer of Members – The Session voted to approve the transfer of the following members at their request:

· Tim Davies to A Community of the Servant Savior Presbyterian Church in Houston

· Jace & Sara Frey to A Community of the Servant Savior Presbyterian Church in Houston

· Stephen & Hilary McLelland to A Community of the Servant Savior Presbyterian Church in Houston

The Session received the Clerk’s report: 
Clerk’s Report
	Statistical Report  
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of August 26, 2014
	504
	305
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	   

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death                                          
	- 0
	  - 0   
	

	Membership as of September 23, 2014
	504
	305
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith

	74 
	 
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	578
	
	


Committee Reports

· Communications – The Session received the committee’s response to the Strategic Analysis Task Force (SATF) report.
· Personnel – Due to the late hour, the committee chair deferred presentation of the committee’s response to the SATF report.
· Nominating Committee – George James, chair of the Nominating Committee reported that good progress was being made filling the slates of nominees for church officer elections in November.   
Old Business

· Upon the recommendation of the Special Gifts Committee, the Session voted to approve the priority funding list, in accordance with the WPC Special Gift and Endowment Fund First Amended and Restated Resolution, which list will be in effect until January 1, 2016, when Session will adopt a revised priority list and initiate annual process to review and update the funding list.
· Elder George James reported on the progress of the New Beginnings Assessment.
New Business

· Upon the recommendation of the WPC Treasurer and the Personnel Committee, the Session voted to appoint Coco Motley to serve as Assistant Treasurer for WPC, a volunteer position receiving neither remuneration nor benefits.

· The Clerk explained the fairly complex process required to amend the Special Gifts Fund Resolution.
· Upon the recommendation of the Special Gifts Committee, the Session voted to approve a proposed amendment to the WPC Special Gift and Endowment Fund First Amended and Restated Resolution that would increase the number of at-large Special Gift Committee members from two to three, provide for staggered three-year terms for at-large members, limit at-large member service to one term, and call for at-large members to be elected by the congregation.

· Upon the recommendation of the Special Gifts Committee and contingent upon the passage by the congregation of the proposed amendment to the Special Gift Fund described immediately above, the Session voted to extend the term of Special Gifts Committee at-large member Jeanette Chase through December 31, 2016, in order to conform with the proposed amendment.
· The Session voted to combine the two Sunday morning worship services on October 19 in support of the stewardship Sunday.
· The Session directed the Nominating Committee to bring to the November congregational meeting the name of a qualified nominee to serve as member-at-large on the Special Gifts Committee.
Upcoming Meeting Dates

· Stated Meeting of Session, Tuesday, October 23, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Meeting Room
· Fall Congregational Meeting, Sunday, November 16, following worship, Sanctuary
The business of Session the being completed, the meeting was adjourned with prayer at 10:00 p.m. 

Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session
