
Children’s Ministry Team  Minutes
Wed Oct 5, 2011, 6:30 PM, WPC - Parent’s Retreat Room
Prayer and Devotion
Linda Smith Gregory – Describe yourself activity. 
Caressa’s Departure

The team thanked Caressa in word and prayer for her fine service to our community. She is much loved and respected by children, youth and adults. Her help and guidance in ministry will be missed. We wish her and her growing family all the best in the coming years.
Check of Ministry Activities

Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, Child-care Nursery going well. Preschool had 10 last week. We are getting volunteers. 

Parenting class is growing and doing well. Parents are happy to be involved in same curriculum as kids.
Planning for 2011-2012
Caressa went over key ministry areas for the year to help us prepare for her absence. Mark Cooper will be our new pastor representative.

VBS
Try to involve McWhirter. Can we subsidize meal cost?
Curriculum Options: Need to decide between now and Nov. Assess descriptions on website

Cokesbury: Operation Overboard or No Friend Like Jesus

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/ 
Group Publishing: Sky



http://group.com/vbs/

PCUSA: Usually comes out in Oct/Nov

Possible Dates: recommend June 10-14 or June 3-7

Avoid conflict with youth mission trip, scouting activities (twilight camp)

Possible Directors: Laura Shipman, Nina Moede

Cathy Black volunteered to ask if they would be coleaders.

Children’s Time in Worship
CMT should make a recommendation to Worship committee. Mark indicated that he and Helen would like to share in that service. The team was agreeable with that and recommends that Linda, Mark and Helen share that responsibility.

Budget
The team should touch base on the status of the budget each month. Elder and children’s coordinator oversee using spreadsheet of the different accounts and their status. 
Curriculum
Options and recommendations should be presented to CMT. CMT should approve curriculum each year/semester and report them in the minutes. 

Delegation of Responsibilities
Volunteers to help oversee and the different ministries,  in Caressa’s absence, and report these activities to Children’s Coordinator (Linda) and Elder (Frank Rix) throughout the month. 
Sunday School: Anne Reilly

Children’s Chapel: Shallon Barboza
Child Care/Nursery: Rachel Boeckenhauer

Wed Night Activities: Sandy Dwyer

Child Protection Policy: Frank Rix

VBS: Cathy Black

Parenting Class: Sandy Dwyer
These folks should insure, with help of committee, that there are


Necessary number of volunteers


Adequate training of volunteers

Good communication with Parents regarding activities


Procedures are being followed


Ministry areas are running smoothly and needs are being met. 

The team members should check in with and assist Children’s coordinator and elder throughout the month.

2011-2012 Handout
Major Events
Advent
Need to identify advent devotional with similar theme to Worship Committee’s theme: “What Child is This?”
Send out schedule of activities with devotional

Jenny Kidwell and Christina Hearns led caroling at assisted living center – cocoa and cookies afterwards

Ed Boyer – Gingerbread houses (Dec 3rd)

Schedule Early in December

Lent

Children’s Sabbath


Work with Worship committee on schedule

Bible and Me Class (Dan Reilly offered to lead)

Self-Esteem Workshop

Speakers for Parents

Pastors Report
Request by parent to allow 5th grader to move up in music program was discussed by Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden, Caressa Murray, Linda Smith-Gregory, Glenn and Jerri Foster. They considered request and favored a policy of using the grade of the child to dictate the level of program to participate in. In the future, if there are exceptional circumstances, this policy can be reassessed.
Births: Jacob Noah Turvey on Monday morning 9/26/2011. Jacob is the son of Maria and jeff Turvey; he weighed 9 lb, 13 oz and was 20 in long at birth.

Baptisms: Sunday 10/23/2011, 11 AM service: Aiden Wilcix and Eric Eaves.

Caressa’s Replacement

The team recommends starting a search, as soon as possible, for Caressa’s replacement either as an interim or full time pastor (preferable) to help continue the momentum created by Caressa in building the children and youth programs. The team would like this to be a discussion item at the next session meeting. 

Correction from September’s Minutes
Worship Team Options for Sunday Morning

Discussed Sunday school options again and reiterated that CM does not want to lose Sunday-school hour. Church needs to target attract 20-30 year old parents. Adult Sunday school offerings need revamping. Parenting class builds community and is successful. Target Sunday school programs that do the same. 

Actually want to attract 20-50 year old parents. 
Appendix
Children’s Ministry 2011-2012 – Schedule from Caressa Murray

Attendees
Linda Smith-Gregory, Frank Rix, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Cathy Black, Caressa Murray, Sandy Dwyer, Anne and Dan Reilly
Children’s Ministry 2011-2012

Sunday school – Fall Semester

· preK-3rd = “Pray with Me” curriculum in coordination with Active Parenting class

· 4-5th = Faith4Life Bible study curriculum

Children’s Chapel

· Bible stories

· Begin introducing Godly Play

· Anticipate inaugurating Godly Play fully by January 8, 2012

Advent:

· Devotional book for families

· Advent curriculum: “What Child is this?”

· Coordinate with worship theme

· preK-5th 

· Nov 27, Dec 4, 11, 18

Dec 25 & Jan 1 – NO SS

Jan 8 – end Advent series with “Baptism of the Lord”

Jan 15 - Spring semester begins / “Prayers in Worship” – prep for Children’s Sabbath

· Adoration / Praise

· Confession

· Illumination

· Gloria Patri / Doxology

· Prayer of the People

· Lord’s Prayer

· Prayer of Dedication

· Benediction

Children’s Sabbath – “Pray with Me” theme

· Hoping Sunday, February 26 (1st Sunday of Lent)

· Lord’s Prayer with motions to Michael W Smith song “As it is in Heaven”

· Sermon: ACTS of prayer (Adoration – Confession – Thanksgiving – Supplication)


· 4 part sermon with scriptures

· What are the ACTS prayers and why do we have them?

· Why do we do them?  How do we live them out, especially during Lent?

· 4 families give the 4 mini-sermons (spread throughout the service like we did for the VBS service)

· Possibly no musical

· Maybe biblical storytelling by children

· Choir and chimes give several presentations

· Example of order of service:

· Welcome

· Choral call to worship

· Call to worship (spoken)

· Prayer of praise

· Hymn of praise

· Scripture reading and mini sermon on Praise

· Then move into confession and so on…

· 4 total movements

Spring Sunday School - tentative dates

March 4 – April 1 = Garden of Gethsemane Prayer

April 8 = Easter / No SS

April 15 – May 20 = ?

May 27 = Pentecost

June 3 – 24 = ?

July 1 = No SS

July 8 – 29 = Children & Youth together for SS

August 5 – 12 = ?

August 19 = Move Up Day & Blessing of the Backpacks

September 9 = Rally Day

Anticipate holding the following opportunities:

· Self Esteem workshop (have program for young girls)

· Bible & Me class

Bible & Me Class
· For 2-3rd graders and parents (worked well last time)

· Wednesdays after choir and bells are over OR on Sunday morning???

· April –May (6 or 7 weeks, ending May 23)

· Present class in worship on May 27 or June 3

Speaker for Parents

· After second service, host lunch and presentation

· Offer childcare

· Topics:

· Making a Home for Faith

· Differences between boys and girls

· Birth order

· Media challenges / tech etiquette

· Parenting styles and discipline

