October 26, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, October 26, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer and a devotional led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;
· Associate Pastor, Caressa Murray;
· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, Lonnie Fogle, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, Chris Kidwell, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Nina Moede, Randy Moore, Andy Pozluszny, Kevin Snowden, and Jimmy Spivey.
Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler was also present.

Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon along with Active Elders Kathy Braeuer, John Grady, and Frank Rix were excused.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator turned the floor over to Elder Barboza who introduced prospective new member Kitty Marquardt.  After the Session learned a bit about Kitty and she was introduced to the Session members present, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding her faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with her answers, the Session voted to receive Kitty Marquardt into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church.
Spiritual Development – Rev. Cooper led a discussion regarding theological growth.

The Session voted to approve the minutes of the September 28, 2010, Stated Meeting of Session.
	
	 


	Statistical Report
	

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of September 28, 2010
	675
	379
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	
	
	
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 2
	  - 1*
	Christie Tubb, Onalee McEwen*

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 1
	- 0
	Ken Jones

	Membership as of October 26, 2010
	672
	378
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	104
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	776
	
	


 
Births: 

· Tory Danielle Merritt was born October 6 to parents Kimberly & David Merritt (members)

· Aiden Raynor Wilcox was born August 12 to parents Christy (member) & William Wilcox and grandparents Kimberly Glaus-Late & Eric Late (members)
Wedding: Elaine Schulz (member) and Daniel Dunn (non-member) were married in Alvin, Texas; Rev. Helen P. DeLeon officiated
Death:  Long-time WPC member, Faith Choir member, organist, and church music composer Ken Jones passed away on October 8, 2010.
Memorial Service:  A memorial service was held for Ken Jones on October 16, 2010, officiated by Mark Cooper.
New Business
· The Session elected Elders Shallon Barboza, Mary Lawrence, and Nina Moede to serve as WPC Commissioners at the November 13 meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant to be convened at St John's Presbyterian Church, 5020 West Belfort in Houston.  
· The Session approved the baptisms of: 
· Shannon M. Reilly, born September 8, 2000, daughter of Anne & Dan Reilly; and, 
· Steven P. Reilly, born March 16, 2004, son of Anne & Dan Reilly.
Team/Committee Reports & Motions

· Buildings & Grounds – Work will soon begin on the Bouton Hall HVAC system and the church office hot water heater.
· Care of Members – A blood drive is scheduled for the Sunday immediately following Thanksgiving.
· Christian Nurture 
· Children’s Ministry – The Session approved the following:
· A special offering to be conducted on Sunday, February 27, during the Children’s Sabbath, our children-led worship service, to benefit the Heifer International Ark Project which offering should raise the remaining funds needed to purchase a $5,000 ark of animals for Heifer Project.
· Solicitation of donations from the Congregation of $1,000 – $450 for operating systems, $200 for software, and $350 to run internet cables to Education Wing to support four donated computers for children’s Sunday school and Wednesday night curriculum/activities.
· Youth Ministry – The Session approved the following:
· Youth mission collection of funds on Sunday, February 6, 2011 – SouperBowl of Caring

· Sunday, February 6, 2011 fundraiser – Super Bowl Sub Sandwiches Sale

· Fundraiser on Saturday, February 13, 2011 – Sweetheart Dinner Dance
· Fundraiser on Friday, May 13, and Saturday, May 14, 2011 – Youth Musical and Dinner
with the monies raised by the three fundraisers being used to underwrite the cost of 2011 Youth trips.
· Adult Ministry – The Session approved the following use of funds received from Kroger’s neighbor-to-neighbor program – the first $500 to support the Women’s Retreat and any additional funds to go to the general operating fund.
· Communication/Outreach – Guidelines are needed to better manage the length of articles submitted for publication in the church newsletter.
· Fellowship – The church cookbook fundraising effort is drawing to a close.
· Mission – The Session approved the sale of Christmas cards to serve as a fundraiser for Christmas International House Mission.
· Stewardship & Finance – Pledges have been received from 121 families and 70 to 80 additional pledges are expected.
· Welcoming – Session was advised that there will be a request for a Called Meeting to accept new members who cannot join Session at its regular Tuesday night meeting.
· Worship – Advent activity, music, and worship planning is underway.
Old Business 

· There was none.
Next Meeting
· The next Stated Meeting of Session is slated for November 23, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:45 p.m.

 Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
