Welcoming Teams Report

Webster Presbyterian Church

October, 2009

With Christ’s love, we welcome, engage, and connect God’s children to our family of faith.
A retreat for all the Welcoming Teams will be planned for a Saturday in January once the date for the Session retreat is announced.

Hosting Team

Nothing new to report.  
Connection Team

Nothing new to report.
Engaging Team
The team met on Wednesday, October 21.  In attendance were India Allen; Shallon Barboza, chair; Jeanette Chase; Pastor Helen DeLeon; John Jordan; and Donna Magnant.

After members had shared what was going on in their lives, and in place of a devotional, Shallon shared a personal story about standing up for her beliefs after receiving an email disguised as a call to action for fellow Christians that was in fact, intolerant of other faiths.  The sender of the original email subsequently sent an apology to all the recipients saying, “We need to win people to Christ through loving them and through a servant’s heart.”
Shallon thanked Jeanette and Donna for their hard work on the Hosting and Engaging Team centerpieces for the Stewardship luncheon.  The Hosting Team centerpiece is stored in the New Member cabinet in the office for future use.
In planning for the next Open Door Class on Nov. 8th, the team discussed how to incorporate the new “Strong Roots” video into the class.  They agreed that the original goal of the class is still relevant—to provide an educational experience about the church’s history and ministries and to provide an opportunity for guests to discover if they want to continue their journey of faith with ours.  The team decided that by replacing the individual speaker segments with the video itself, it will allow more time for discussion and interaction and reduce the lecture-type format of previous classes.  Shallon will begin the class with some opening remarks, explain to the guests what we hope to accomplish, and then ask Mark to speak what’s on his heart before showing the video.  Following the video and depending on the number of guests at the class, the team will try to facilitate more intimate round table-type discussions between the guests and church leaders.  This change should also reduce the class time by about an hour.    The team will provide a light lunch that guests can enjoy before the class begins and during the video.
Donna Magnant announced she would not be serving on the Engaging Team next year.

Shallon closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Shallon Barboza
