CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

OCTOBER 2008

The Christian Nurture Committee did not have a meeting this month because the majority of committee members were either out of town or had other commitments which prevented them from attending the scheduled meeting.  The following is a report on our  activity during the September/October time period.    Children, Youth and Adult will be submitting their own reports to the session.

Celebration Service and Luncheon  

Our three ministries were represented at both services by inspirational testimonials and John Dewey offered his own testimonial and request for support to the attendees at the luncheon.  

Time and Talent Form 

Comments and suggested revisions were submitted by the three ministries.

Child & Youth Safety Commission

The Child & Youth Commission has been formed and has been meeting.  The purpose of this commission is to provide the tools and guidelines to those working with children and youth to create a safe and nurturing environment.  One of their first accomplishments was to review and revise the Background Check process.  This has been done and background checks are being done on every individual working with children and/or youth.  The Commission has most recently begun development of a Child Protection Policy which will include “children”, “youth” and “people with diabilities”.

Special Events Board

A Special Events Board has been formed by adult volunteers from the WPC congregation.  The Board is under the sponsorship of Adult Ministries and Bill Dixon is the Interim Chairman.  It’s vision is “to engage the local and congregational communities with dynamic and enriching events that unite and educate while fostering mutual respect”.  Ideas for special programs and topics are being asked of the congregation.  Also, additional volunteers are requested to help with programming.

Advent Planning

Christian Nurture participated in the planning meeting and is incorporating suggestions into our plans for the Advent season.

Family Advent Celebration

The Youth and Children’s Ministry teams are hosting a Family Advent Celebration on Sunday, December 7.  Beginning with fellowship and food, at 6:30pm all will head to the Sanctuary for the youth-led worship service. 

Charlie Brown Marathon

The Youth thought it would be fun to invite everyone to join them for an outdoor event on Sunday, November 23, to watch three classic Charlie Brown specials.  The movies would be shown on the south wall of the Fellowship Hall or inside if it rains.

Children Ministry

Our Children will be studying the Christmas story in increments from Advent through Epiphany.   The children will be given Advent Calendars.  They will be learning about and making Chrismons and will have an Advent wreath in their room.  A goal for 2009 is to start a “Birth to Three Ministry” and initiate a “Young Mothers Day Bible Study” Group.  The Children Ministry is looking for an another person to help faciliate one of their Children classes.  

Youth Ministry

The Youth are planning for a car wash and Christmas Post Office fundraisers, as well as, participation in the Christmas Cantata.  Also, the Youth are anticipating joining the adults in the Adult Sunday School, planned for April/May 2009, to discuss interfaith issues.

Adult Ministry

The Adult Sunday School will begin their second half of the Fall term Sunday School classes which will then conclude at the beginning of the Advent season.  Additional classes are scheduled for Advent.  An intergenerational Sunday School class is being considered for December 28th.  Following Easter, from April 19 through May24, the adults are planning to offer a class on interfaith issues.  The plan is to invite religious leaders of other faiths to come, each on a separate Sunday to discuss specific tenets of their faith.  Pastor Helen has volunteered to select and invite these leaders.  The Youth have expressed an interest in participating in this class and this is being planned.  The Men’s Ministry has met twice and are considering a Men’s fellowship breakfast, followed by an appropriate volunteer support activity. 

John Dewey 

Chairman, Christian Nurture Committee 

