Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

October 9, 2008
Motions for Session Approval: None.
The meeting began with devotion at 6:45 on October 9, 2008. Attending were Rev. Helen DeLeon, Jane Markley and Al Manson.  

Bible Study
Liz Loynes could not attend because her daughter is getting married in Wisconsin this week.  Liz reported that Morning Break is about half way through their current book and will probably not start anything new until late November.
Women’s Ministry

Women’s Retreat: Hurricane Ike trumped the Women’s Retreat.  As a result the women are looking at potential dates for a make-up session.  

Sisters-in-Faith: Because of the hurricane, Sisters were unable to select partners at their September meeting.  They met again on October 9 to complete that selection process. 

Young Adults

Pastor Helen reported that the Young Adult’s last meeting was canceled because of Hurricane Ike.  They are planning to hold another meeting and are making a strong effort to include all potential members.

Sunday School

Attendance: It was reported that the Adult Sunday School attendance has been approximately 50 the last two Sundays.  

Sunday School Survey: Results of the survey, which was done on August 24 and Rally Day, were reported.  Forty-nine people completed the survey and the results to the questions are summarized as follows:

1) What are your feelings about Sunday School?

Responses indicate that Spiritual Growth and Different slants on religious study were most important.  Keeping in touch with church friends was also important.

2) What topics interest you?

Responses indicate that Interpretation of current events, Interfaith issues, Bible studies and Interfaces of science and faith were the topics of most interest.

3) What type class appeals to you?

Most people preferred Classes that encourage individual participation.  Video presentations and Lectures were also of interest.  Most people were not too excited about doing homework.

4) What type forum appeals to you?

Most people preferred Classes that include adults of all ages and Classes similar to Covenant Groups.  

Planning ideas for adult classes next year based on survey results:

· Consider providing three adult classes that include: A video presentation, a lecture and a covenant group

· Consider providing adult classes with topics that include three of these four: Interpretation of current events; Interfaith issues; Bible study; Interfaces of science and faith

The Sunday School Team continues to plan classes for the Advent season and next year.  The team suggested an intergenerational class on December 28 and an Adult Rally Day on January 4.  Spring classes will start on January 11.

Covenant Groups
Jane Markley reported that all the Covenant Groups were busy and progressing.  She also said that all but one of the groups have room for one or two additional members.  They are encouraging people to join these groups or start additional groups.

Special Events
The Special Event Board has met four times to date and has drafted a Vision statement as follows: 

“It is the vision of the Special Events Board to engage the local and congregational communities with dynamic and enriching special events that unite and educate while fostering mutual respect."

The most recent board meeting included a brainstorming session for special event ideas and drafted wording for a bulletin insert asking the congregation for additional event ideas.  They hope to have the insert in two Sunday bulletins during October.

Men’s Ministry

An initial exploratory meeting was held on August 21.  A meeting was not held in September due to Ike.  A second exploratory meeting will be attempted with a breakfast in October.

Subsequent to this committee meeting the Men’s Ministry Group met on October 15 for Breakfast at La Madeleine.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for November 13 from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
