WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Oct 30, 2025

Attendees: Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig (zoom), Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeannette Schwarz (hosts), Jean Zophy
Jean opened the meeting with a prayer.
Sharing/Other:
1. Jean is co-lead starting in October.  Would someone else like to serve as co-lead with Jean?
2. Moon tree watering done 3 times during Oct.  Ralph will water them once during Nov if needed (expect leaves to fall mid- to late-Nov.
3. Please turn in Green Slips for reimbursements (Ralph or Kathy Dixon can sign them until Ralph’s Session term ends (expect this to be in Jan), and Jean can sign them once her Session term starts).  Requesting in 2026 same budget amount of $350 as for this year.
4. Butterfly Garden Workday held in Sept.  Next one is Nov. 1.  Kim, Ralph, and Brenda planned on going.  They’ll decide if we need another work day in Dec. Initial list of needs from Phyllis:
a. Prop up Turks Cap
b. Plant milkweed, Parsley, and Obedient Plants (Phyllis has plants)
c. Prune boxwoods
d. Remove some bricks from drain
5. A couple webinars were held in Sept – no one at the meeting attended.  
6. Wednesday Night Dinner are on pause as Jennifer and Katy receive our prayers.  This will reduce the amount of kitchen recycling until October when Second Sunday Breakfast resumes.
7. Pastor Todd is leading movie nights in Fellowship Hall on Sept. 12, 19, and 26th.

2025 Plans:
· 5th Annual Fall Campout on Nov. 14-16 at Huntsville SP
· Reserved six campsites with W&E.  All campsites are spoken for, but if additional people want to camp, we could fit some more in those campsites.
· Campsites reserved are 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, and 46.  Can check in as early as 2:00 on Fri.
· Folks not camping can come for Saturday events.  Debbie, Jean, and Margaret were all planning on coming up for the day.  
· Brenda sent in a request for a reminder to be included in the newsletter and Jean requested the same reminder be provided in a Constant Contact.
· Activities planned:
· Canoe/Kayak Rentals: Anya
· Hiking/Birding: Ralph et al.
· Saturday S’mores: Kim
· Sunday Service: Anya et al.
· Tentative: art project for Sat afternoon if Brenda can pull it together
· Christmas Bird Count is Dec 20.  We typically do it at Exploration Green.  People can sign up individually.  I didn’t find a signup form for this year on the web, but did find this in the Audubon Society web site (says the date is TBD, so may be out of date): To register for an area or to count from your backyard (also very important), please contact Andrew Hamlett or Martha Hood at armandbayoucbc@gmail.com The Faxels often do this but will be out of town this year.

2026 Plans:
· Earth Day is Wed, Apr 22, so we need to decide whether to have Earth Sunday on Apr 19 or Apr 26 (Easter is earlier in Apr, so there should be no conflict).  We’d like to keep that decision open since we haven’t determined who our speaker will be so don’t know their availability.  Feather Fest, a big birding event in Galveston, is Apr 16 – 19 so that may affect speaker availability.  Some of the Feather Fest excursions may be in our area – see Galveston Featherfest Birding & Nature Photography Festival (2026 events not posted yet)
· Several potential Earth Sunday speaker names came up, including some folks who Phyllis, Ralph, and Brenda know from the local Master Naturalist group.  They meet quarterly and Phyllis and Ralph said they would chat with a few folks to see who might be interested in speaking to us.  Topics that were mentioned included geology of the Houston area and bird photography.  While it would be nice if our speaker topic fit well with the art theme (see next bullet), that’s not necessary.
· India Allen has asked us if we might want to work with the Sanctuary for the Arts team on the 2nd quarter art theme and tie that in with what we’ll do for Earth Sunday (art will go up a week before Holy week and stay up till June).  Joe suggested “For the Beauty of the Earth” (that’s a hymn title) and everyone liked that idea.  Jean will get in touch with India and see what she thinks about that topic.
· No specific plans for movie nights, but suggestions included:
· Chasing the Tide, a 6-part series about a couple, one of whom was the filmmaker for Deep in the Heart, which we watched recently, who walked the Texas barrier islands from east to west, shown on PBS.  Each part is about 20 min, so we might do 3 on one night and 3 on a later night, to include some time for discussion.  Joe will watch the full set and get back to us with suggestions.
· Jane Goodall’s last interview (she passed away recently)
· Other David Attenborough programs.

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  
November 09 – Kim (newsletter confirmed the Breakfast is planned after the Congregational Meeting)
December 14 – Regina and Doug
January 11 – Ralph and Brenda
February 8 – Debbie
March 15 - Jean

Recycling Schedule:
· Notify Liz of whose month for picking up recycling.
· Ok to take cardboard and envelopes with address windows.
· Wednesday dinners have resumed
· List of locations:
· Sanctuary:
· Narthex
· Choir Room
· Restroom area (?)
· Education Wing:
· Bottom of stairs
· Electrical Room storeroom
· Copy Room 
· Kitchen
· Cans are in bin in washer/dryer room in Bouton Hall (you may need to move them from Bouton Hall or Fellowship Hall) – Kristy Russell takes them in for recycling 
· Fellowship Hall
· Schedule
· November – Joe and Jeanette
· December – Margaret
· January - Jean
· February – Brenda and Ralph
· March – Phyllis

Watering Schedule:
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.  Ralph covered the hibiscus once this year, using an upturned bucket and piling mulch up around it.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.
· Probably no need to water in Dec.
	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Education Item:
Kim will do something short at our January meeting.

Next Meeting 
· Christmas Party will include food (everyone bring something) and a white elephant gift exchange (bring a wrapped “earth care-ish” gift costing no more than $20) as in prior years. These options would work for those who were at the meeting, but we want to hear from the rest of the group before deciding when:
· Sat Dec 13 3:00 – 5:00 at Jean’s
· Fri Dec 12 in the evening at Jean’s
· Jan 15 at 7:00 at the Faxels

Kim closed the meeting with a prayer	



