WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – October 24, 2024

Attendees: Doug and Regina Byerly, Anya Ezhevskaya (host), Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz
Ralph opened the meeting with prayer.
Sharing/Other:
1. Ralph asked about making a Pocket Prairie next to the parking lot in the 18ft x ~400 ft strip.  Phyllis and Joe think it will need more sun and where is our church property boundary?  It will be a hard sell to those members that like things neat.
2. Ralph informed us about the upcoming Christmas Bird count on Dec. 21 and will forward when get more details and how to sign-up.
3. Cathy manned our Earth Care booth for the Ministry Fair on Oct. 20.  Ralph will inquire about any Time and Talent signups.
4. Phyllis informed us about HEB on Clear Lake City Blvd selling native plants.  Exploration Green is holding a tree planting day on Nov. 02.
5.  Reminder about a Karankawa Indian presentation via zoom on Oct. 29 at 6PM.  
6. Earth Care is continuing to water the Moon Trees with the drought.
7. Thanks to the Byerly’s for putting down new mulch for the Butterfly Garden and down to the office entrance.
8. Cathy shared via email about an Ecofest and Arbor Day Celebration in League City on Oct. 26.
9. The Earth Care team, of Ralph, Brenda, Joe and Jeanette and maybe Kim, Phyllis and Anya, is presenting about becoming an Earth Care Congregation to Keith’s Hammond LA church on January 25, 2025.  
2025 Plans:
Brenda lined up Chris Anastas as our guest speaker for Sunday, April 27, 2025.  Our speaker will talk about Monarch Butterflies.

Other 2024 plans:
Fall Family Camping Trip on Nov. 15-17 at Lake Somerville State Park was discussed. Six camp sites 
have been reserved. No RV campers have indicated the need for extra sites. Nine family units have indicated an interest in camping and others are planning to attend on Saturday. The location for Saturday day guests to meet is Campsite 46 of Joe and Jeanette’s.  Nathalie Barry, who joined us in September from One Life Church to discuss collaboration opportunities, is planning on joining us Saturday.  
Events:
	Saturday: Birding – 09:30 lead by Ralph
		    Hiking – 2:00 lead by Anya
		    S’mores after dinner – Regina and Doug (providing ingredients and sticks!) 
    Sunset is ~ 5:30	
Sunday:    Worship  - 09:00 lead by Anya
    Check-out by 12:00

Kayaks are for rent.  And folks remember to bring:  camp chairs, firewood, binoculars (and an extra pair if you have one) and S’more sticks.
		

Garden Sharing:
	
	November 10 17 – Canceled for November as many folks away at the Fall campout.  The Second Sunday Breakfast moved to Nov. 17 due to the upcoming Congregation Meeting on November 10th.  
	December 08 – Kim 
	January 12 – Ralph and Brenda

Recycling:
	
	October – Kim
	November – Anya
	December – Joe
	January - Phyllis

Watering Schedule:

· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.

	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Education Item:
Phyllis presented an awesome educational presentation about gardening tips, the benefits of Honey Bees and bee-friendly plants!

Future Education Items:

	November – campout experiences
	January - Kim
	
Next Meeting 

Christmas Party and gift exchange on Saturday December 14 from 3:00 to 5:00 at Ralph and Brenda Faxel’s home.  Bring a ~$15-20 Earth Care related gift to exchange as well as your favorite snack(s).

Thursday, January 16, 7:00 pm, at Kim Kinzler’s home.

Anya Closed with a prayer	
