WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – November 16, 2023
When: 7:00PM at Joe and Jeanette Schwarz’s house and via Zoom
Attendees: Brenda Faxel, Ralph Faxel (Zoom), Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Kim Kinzler, Jean Zophy and Debbie Masden (Zoom)
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
The Talent Show is November 17 at 5:00 pm.  Debbie and Phyllis have put together a great table with a display board and two gift baskets.  Joe may add his laptop with the drone videos of the solar panels and a sample of the power usage/generated dashboard.
There will be a JEDI (Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion) presentation Dec. 5th at 6:00 pm entitled, “We Belong: A Conversation on Equity in the Outdoors.” Ralph reported that WPC is not listed as a co-sponsor yet.  He will contact Mohammad Nasrullah, JEDI Director, to see if there is still interest in listing our church as a co-sponsor.  
The Christmas Bird Count is December 16th.  Ralph and Brenda will be participating at Exploration Green.  If you would like to participate please let Ralph know and he will send you the link to sign up.
There will be a Mission Retreat on Saturday, January 27th.  All mission teams are invited.  Everyone on the Earth Care team is invited to attend. It will be an opportunity to see what the various mission teams in the church are doing and where our ideas and efforts might be combined.
Mission of Yahweh – We are still waiting to hear back.
Frontier Box – Brenda has a contact that may be able to provide some helpful input regarding painting the utility box.  We could possibly plan this project for the spring and consider ways to get the congregation involved.
Joe reported on two events that are being planned by our sister Earth Care congregations.  On January 13th there will be a workshop at St. Philip Presbyterian Church titled “Becoming Carbon Neutral in Your Church and in Your Life.”  It will be from 10:00 to noon, with a light lunch offered.  Joe will be presenting on the steps WPC has taken to reduce our carbon footprint.  On February 4th there will be a talk entitled “Energy Savings = Money for Missions” at the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church.  Colby May will be presenting the results of the energy audit recently conducted at the Woodlands church.  
Vision Statement Update:
  
The Session is considering adding the words ‘creation care’ or ‘earth care’ to WPC’s vision statement.  The proposed vision statement would read: 
Webster Presbyterian Church is an evolving spiritual community joyfully serving Christ as active disciples.  We welcome all alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, creation care, and artistic expression.
The team felt that the addition of ‘creation care’ or ‘earth care’ was not necessary because the vision statement already includes ‘sustainable world’.  However, if the Session wishes to emphasis the work our church is doing in this area, we prefer the words ‘creation care’ over ‘earth care’.
Earth Day Celebration Event Planning
Brenda reported that Diane Kane would like the information for pew cards by December 19th.  The cards will list events from January through March.  We will include our Garden Sharing dates and notes to watch for a movie night and upcoming Earth Day events. 
On the April 5th Art Talk, our team will have a table and will plan to have sign-up sheets for our spring Earth Day celebration activities. We could also have a handout for tips on observing the solar eclipse, which will occur on April 8th. 
Brenda reviewed the Earth Day events that we held last year.  She will send out a list with her notes.  In 2024, Easter falls on March 31st and Earth Day is April 22nd.  We discussed that we could possibly focus on the three weeks between Easter and Earth Day for our events. 
Solar Panel Update
Everyone was impressed with the drone videos of the solar panels.  Many thanks to Debbie and her daughter and son-in-law for making the videos.
WPC Green Items
Smart thermostats – Ralph and Joe will get together with Don to discuss the current systems for controlling the church’s heating and cooling and make plans for improvement. 
Making Mats from Plastic Bags – Kim reported that the date for this project will be determined by the mission team.  We already have the needed plastic bags.
Recycled paper products - Ralph would like to see if we can put a line item in the budget for purchasing recycled bathroom paper. Ralph thinks it will be easier to use our existing supplier, Buckeye Cleaning Center, to purchase these new paper products. If we use their products, the increases for recycled paper towels are 18% to 43% depending on product selected and a 38% increase for recycled toilet paper products.  Based on restocking of 2 cases every 2-3 months (i.e. per Annie and Mike from our Janitorial team), annually paper towels costs increase $100-$250 and toilet paper increases by $220, with a total annual increase of potentially ~$500. James Kinzler will ask Session if $500 can be added to the campus management budget for recycled paper towels and toilet paper.
Note that Joe asked Cinda and Judith if the Woodlands church and St. Philip have looked into green cleaning supplies and recycled bathroom paper products and they said they have not.




Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

Dec. 10  – Jeanette
Jan. 14  – Jean
Feb. 11 – Kim
March 10 – Debbie

Budget: 
Please turn in any expenses for 2023. 

Education Item:
There was no educational item this evening.
Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 18th at Kim’s house, with the option to join by Zoom.
The Christmas party will be a brunch at the Faxels’ house on December 2nd from 10:30 to 12:30.  We will exchange gifts with a price limit of $15-20. 
Future Educational Items
December – none
January – Brenda
February – Jean Zophy

Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)
November – Anya
December – Kim
January – Joe
February – Jean
Joe and Jeanette brought up the idea of asking for volunteers from the congregation to help pick up the kitchen recycling.  Items would have to be properly rinsed and there would need to be some communication with Jennifer Carr and others who regularly use the kitchen.  This may be something that could be brought up at the mission retreat.  
Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Jean closed the meeting with a prayer.
