Presbytery of New Covenant 

Stated Meeting – November 18, 2023 

Zoom Meeting 

WPC Session member present: Jeannette Booher, Micheal Cooper.

Other WPC church member present: George James

Welcome by moderator, Becky Downs.

There was no worship service via zoom, simply interspersed prayers throughout the meeting

Opening Prayer by the Rev. Satoe Soga Houston Methodist hospice chaplain 

Adoption of the Docket and other business that is needed to get the meeting started.

First came the State of the Presbytery by the Rev. Lynn Hargrove. They are looking at worshipful work. Meaning God/Holy Spirit to be here with everything we are doing.

 The Rev. Shawn King spoke on the changes of one of the committees. Invovate: making changes in something established, they will be trying to help our communities to connect to the neighborhoods where are churches are.

Then came announcements of what individual churches are doing. Those included:

 Saturday, January 13, 2024 10A at St. Phillips Earth Care, becoming carbon neutral.

February 2-4, 2024 Weekend long event at Clear Lake Presbyterian.

Christmas Eve 10a service: Homecoming at First Presbyterian Dickinson, all are welcome. 

Prayer for our Congregations Rev. Cheryl Gans 

Committee on Ministry Rev. Karen Estes 

Three motions passed no problem.

Fourth motion had discussion on whether to great the COM the power to test a candidate for ministry another way to take one test. It passed, he will take the test orally.


Celebration of Ministry: 


Ministry at the Texas Mexico Border Rev. John Nelsen

John talked about what the TresRio Border Foundation does. One area I had not thought about before this was caring for the caregivers mostly in Mexico churches.

Ecclesiastical Affairs Rev. Andy Gans 

Main thing from this is the places for Presbytery meetings in 2024. Clear Lake Presbytery in March and First Huntsville in July. Then again the November meeting via zoom.

General Council RE George James 

Redo of the committees at Presbytery level, reordering/realignment, meaning less people to need on committees. This plan will be worked in the next 2-3 years.

Offering – Seafarers Ministry at PortHouston RE Jim Keith 

Seafearers is an ecumenical venture with Presbyterian, Baptist, and Catholic church. Started in 1970. Is a unique to this presbytery, no other around in PCUSA.  

Prayer of Dedication RE Jim Keith 

Nominating Rev. Helen DeLeon 

All were approved.

Personnel Rev. David Jones 

Installation of the General Presbyter + 


Stated Clerk for Administrative Process 
Installation of the Moderator for 2024 RE Bonnie Keith 

Becky Downs offered and every one agreed to simply do one installation, of moderator 2024, Bonnie Keith, and General Presbyter Lynn Hargrove.

Prayer for those in leadership Rev. Mark Downs

Motion to Adjourn/Closing Prayer Rev. David Leard 

Next two pages are the list of motions we were asked to work with; all were approved.  Only one that needed some discussion was number 4 from COM, about allowing someone to take one of the tests a different way.

The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant 

will be at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church on Saturday, March 16, 2024. 

Motions we were asked to approve during the meeting, all where passed.

Omnibus: 

1. To approve the minutes of the July 15, 2023 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant. 

2. To dismiss the Administrative Commission for the Installation of Rev. Mark Plunkett as Co-Pastor of Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, Houston. The service was held at 3:00 pm on October 29, 2023.

3. To dismiss the Administrative Commission for the Installation of Rev. Daniel Vanek as Pastor of St. Thomas Presbyterian Church, Houston. The service was held at 3:00 pm on September 16, 2023.

From the Committee on Ministry:

1. The committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant the Rev David Green medical retirement effective September 30, 2023 and the Rev Keith Uffman honorable retirement effective December 31, 2023. (David and Keith will be recognized at the March, 2024 presbytery meeting) 

2. The committee recommends and moves that the ordination and installation commissions for Daniel Vanek and Mark Plunkett be dismissed with our thanks. (INCLUDED IN THE OMNIBUS MOTION) 

3. The COM recommends and moves that for 2024, the Minimum Terms of Compensation be raised 3% for all experience levels. (see page 19ff of the COM Report)

4. In accordance with the Advisory Handbook on Preparation for Ministry PC(USA) (2015), and G2.0610 Accommodations to Particular Circumstances, the committee recommends and moves that the Examinations Subcommittee be authorized to examine Rev. Bobby Daniel using an alternative examination to the standard ordination exam for theology. He has passed the other ordination exams and meets the standards required for the alternative theology examination. The committee will use an oral exam based on available previous PCUSA theology ordination exams. (Note: this motion requires a ¾ majority to pass).

From the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee 

1. To approve the 2024 Parity Plan.

2. From General Council 1. To approve the proposed redesign for the committee structure of the presbytery. 

From Nominating: 1. To approve the slate of nominees to serve on committees of the presbytery, and as Commissioners to the 225th General Assembly in 2024, and as Commissioner to the Synod of the Sun. From Personnel 1. To elect Rev. Lynn Hargrove to a three year term ending December 31, 2026, as the General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative Process. 
