Deacon Annual Report to the Session, November 28, 2023


The Board of Deacons is a very humble, caring group serving the congregation with grace and love.
  
The 2023 board consisted of 13 deacons and one youth deacon. Anne Waehner served as moderator, Sandy Murphy as vice-moderator and Coco Motley as secretary. The remaining members of the board were Cathy Black, Karla Bradley, Beverly Crockett, Sandy Dwyer, Kim Kinzler, Erika Lopez, Julie Ludanyi, Carol Owens, Alberta Rohlfing and Vicki Smith. Leo Ezhevsky was our youth deacon.

The board is divided into four triads and each triad is responsible for serving on the immediate care team for three months out of the year. At the monthly deacon meeting, the previous month's team gives a report on those on the immediate care list to the oncoming team. Immediate care needs include members in the hospital or rehab center, members recovering from a fall or surgery or other difficult situations.  Deacons make hospital or home visits, make phone calls, set up meal schedules, send cards and texts and anything else that might be needed. We want our church members to feel loved and cared for in their time of need. Each month we minister to anywhere from 3 to 15 people.

Each deacon also has 1 or 2 people that they keep in touch with all year. These are members without immediate care needs but who need that extra connection – many of them are in assisted living centers.

Deacons also serve on the memorial reception team for three months out of the year. The deacons are responsible for arranging memorial receptions and for helping to set up for the memorial services. This year we had 6 memorial services and receptions.

Each church family who has lost a loved one are sent a series of four grief booklets during the course of the year. The deacon assigned to send the books for that month also includes a brief personal note along with the book. We sent out 65 books to 23 families this year.

Our thanks go out to Jamee Wilson who is our session liaison. She attends our meetings and keeps us informed about session decisions. Our pastors, Richard Kleiman (early) and Tom Sharon (later) did an excellent job of informing us of the needs of the congregation. They also attended our meetings. Most of our meetings were via Zoom this year but we did meet twice in person.

Going off the board this year are Karla Bradley, Julie Ludanyi, Coco Motley, Alberta Rohlfing, Anne Waehner and Leo Ezhevsky.  New members for 2024 will be Laura Bryan, Susan Fox, and Debbie Masden.      

With hearts of compassion and service, the board looks forward to continue serving the needs of our congregation.           .

Respectfully submitted by Anne Waehner.


