Worship Arts and Music Email only meeting November 21, 2023

Reports by Committees:
Pastor
1. 10/15/2023 Service of Baptism held for Lindsey Ann, Wyatt Ace, and Waverly Ann Yeamans: I received an email expressing deep appreciation from Chad Yeamans who was baptized and reared at WPC.  We are still working on getting a video of the service to Chad. 
 
2. 10/22/2023 a Service of Healing and Wholeness was held during the Sunday Service with Tom leading: stations set up for individual anointing for healing as well as a Votive Candle station at the rear of the sanctuary for individual and intercessory prayer offerings for healing and wholeness. WPC deacons did a wonderful job in providing support at the anointing stations and Votive Candle table. Very favorable feedback was received on the service, especially for the Votive Candle station.

3. 10/29/2023 a New Membership Service was held for 16 new members including: Doug and Regina Byerly, Marilyn Clark, Eric Nielson, Lucie Patterson, Priscilla and Roy Stilwell, Vic and Janice Hirsch, Dave and Nancy Marks, Arlis Miles, Jon and Renne Siewers, Chris Knowles and Susan Webster Moore. Kathy Braeuer assisted with communicating and coordinating with all new members since our last service. 

4. 11/05/2023 our annual All Saints Remembrance Service was included in the Sunday service:  the service was coordinated with Judy Ford providing ringing of the bell after each name.  To ensure no one’s loved one was left out of the list being read a tone and sacred pause was provided for everyone to lift up loved ones from our hearts.

5. 11/11/2023 Service of Remembrance held for Kevin Smith, son of Sandra and Clint McAfee: Judy Ford played, Bailey Bower provided a solo and led hymns, and Ross Looney covered the audio/video.  Deacons and Kathy Braeuer coordinated family support and a reception with sandwiches after the service with sister, Jennifer Taylor.  There were about 25 present and both family and guests expressed appreciation for the service, loving support and reception.  Flowers remained at November 12, Sunday service dedicated to Kevin Smith, Sandra McAfee and Clint McAfee.  We had three of the guests from the Service of Remembrance return as well for worship on Sunday, Nov. 12, due to the loving support of the WPC family and the service message and music (liked the traditional hymns that are “hard to find” in services now)

6. 11/26/2023 a Service of Baptism will be held for 9-month old Arwyn Shanahan Kinzler, daughter of Erik and Libbie Kinzler: family requested Mary Lawrence as the elder presenting Arwyn for baptism. Parish Associate Tom Sharon officiating.  Rev. Tom met with Erik and Libbie on Sunday, Nov. 19, to review the Presbyterian theology of baptism, parents’ and congregations’ commitments for Awryn’s ongoing spiritual support and nurture, and to finalize the service. Marjy Fulton has Arwyn's baptism shell and will bring it on Sunday.

7. 12/10/2023 Interfaith Call for Peace service to be held at 4:00 pm at the League City Civic Center, 400 W. Walker, League City: The service is in response to the current suffering due to the Israel-Palestine conflict but is being offered as a call to loving solidarity for peace, healing, solidarity and humanity for those suffering from conflicts and violence around the world.  It was decided to only have the single, consolidated service o the November service was dropped. Keith and Tom have been providing leadership and guidance to the Greater Clear Lake Interfaith Council and other community faith leaders and congregations.  Judy Ford has offered to play the piano as well. The service time is from 4:00 - 5:00 pm with fellowship afterward from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. Needed for approval and/or support: a. The cost for the Civic Center rental is $524 and it is requested that each faith group represented pay an equal share. We currently anticipate 10 faith groups so the cost will likely be “between $50-60 per group”. Please vote on this so it can be presented to Session. The "Unity Bay Area Houston" congregation paid this up front and requested funds be made payable to their church via check. b. Secondly, each faith group is asked to bring some finger foods representing their culture or tradition that will be shared at a fellowship gathering after the service. c. Some help arriving at 3 pm to assist with setting up chairs and tables and then to stay afterward to clean up.

8. Pending in March 2024, A Service of Remembrance for Jane Hibbetts in Bryan, TX: Jane’s family has not set the date yet but is coordinating the service with Rev. Helen DeLeon officiating. More info to be provided as it comes. No action pending for WPC at this time. 

This closes the Parish Associate for Care report for the November 2023 WAM meeting. 
Rev. Tom Sharon, Parish Associate for Care

Action Items:  (this will include writing motions, reviewing the worship calendar)
1. For 2024, we  agreed to submit all of the High Holy Days as potential Communion Services (see attached) for approval by session.  The expected services of communion are the first Sundays of every month, Lunar Sunday, and Holy Week services.

2.  Clear Creek Community Theater to partner in the Sanctuary for the Arts 
To summarize what has happened so far:  Aprille Meek who is the CEO for Clear Creek Community Theatre is looking for rehearsal and storage space in the short term, and venue space for smaller shows in the longer term.   They would like to use Room 206/208 (the double room upstairs) starting in December Mon-Thursday from 7-9 for rehearsal space; occasionally using it on weekends for auditions and flat preparation. They will use the room as is, are ok that it is  on the second floor.  This room has not been used for anything but storage for many years.  Ed Tobia has finished the lights and sheetrock work in preparation, James and Kevin are investigating Pro rata share of electricity, insurance, custodial services.

We would charge a  nominal rental to be paid as a measure of good faith for the 4 month period Dec- Easter March 31 as we test the waters and see what the hiccups might be.  In April, we will revisit the agreement.  The number that was suggested was $500 for the entire period, or $125 per month.
Aprille is having the lawyer on her board draw up a hold-harmless agreement and she is forwarding their current insurance policy.  

Since we met, we have heard from the Presbytery that our vision grant was not funded and that creates another opportunity for bartering.  WPC has already scheduled some events in the fellowship hall (the March liturgical dance performance being foremost on my mind) that CCCT could provide the lights, sound, and staging for with their equipment and personnel.  

They hope to put their smaller shows HERE starting in July, and maybe even a children's theater camp which would mean additional space usage.   By that time we will know more about how to make this a true partnership--CCCT and SFTA helping each other to grow.  CCCT hopes that we will make a 2 year commitment to the process so that they can truly have a home.  They have been moving from place to place for 3 years, with 4 storage units being the only permanent space. 
(BTW, they gave 4 single show tickets and 2 season passes for last week's silent auction.

3. Condensed action items from the year into a summary report now posted on the Session webpage.
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