WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – November 17, 2022 
When:  Via Zoom at 7:30PM
Attendees: Cathy Black, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy

Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other
· Christmas Bird Count – Dec. 17th at Exploration Green at 7AM.  Ralph to send email with more details, else contact Ralph, if questions.
· Moon Tree Update – The trees are doing well.  Ralph added additional mulch and Debbie watered the trees on Nov. 04th.  We will stop regular watering the trees for now and re-evaluate watering again in the springtime. 
· Solar Panel Update – Joe provided an update that the provider is still working on the system design, next P.E.s to approve and last the city and Center Point to sign off.  We do not pay until the system is functional.
· Rain Barrel modifications – Joe and Ralph upgraded the rain barrel foundation by the fellowship hall with brick pavers on a sandy base.  
· Frontier Utility box update –   on hold.
· The Wild and Scenic Film Festival has not been scheduled for Houston, but the start is moved back to February and can watch to see if there is a 2023 local availability.  https://wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/festival/
Another option is to watch Project Drawdown’s 15–20 minute films explaining impacts and solutions to climate change.

Garden Sharing: 
We are off to a great start holding our second Garden Sharing on Nov. 13th.  The next events are: Dec. 11 and Jan. 08.  These dates will be added to the new WPC Pew Cards. 

Earth Day Planning:
1) At the December celebration event have a short time to select the campout date and location, team to please review availability for Sommerville, Livingston, Village Creek, Brazos Bend, and SF Austin SPs – potential dates 04/15-16 or 04/01-02.  
2) Hold again a Pollinator workshop for congregation but with a potential speaker – potentially 04/22 or 23 and/or look to expand for McWhirter elementary school – evening time Mon thru Thurs (i.e. presenters at McWhirter need to fill-out online CCISD volunteer form for a background check).
3) Select past Earth Care meeting education presentations for an Earth-Day presentations or to post presentation files for review.
4) Hold a guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway – potential dates 03/25 or 04/01.

Budget: 
2022 annual budget is $300 and please send in receipts for reimbursement by year end.   There is a designated Earth Care Fund, if annual fund is depleted.

Educational Item 
Kim did a insightful presentation on “Nature as Normal” about the Belted Kingfisher and information from Mark Krammer.

Next Meetings
· Christmas EC Gift exchange and treat sharing on Dec. 10th at the Faxel’s at 7PM
· Thursday, January 12, at 7:00PM via Zoom.  
Future Educational Items
· Dec. skip
· Jan – Phyllis
· Feb - Jean

Recycling Schedule (back to monthly)
· Nov. – Kim 
· Dec. – Debbie 
· Jan. – Faxels
· Feb - Jean

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Jean closed us in prayer. 

Team’s calendar look ahead:
	January: 
	1) Consider buying early-bird tickets for Wild & Scenic Film Festival held in Feb. 2023-TBD.
2) Check-in with RV campers about reserving RV sites for Earth Day Camping Trip.
3) Earth Care re-certification application.

	February:
	

	March:
	

	April:
	Earth Day presentations.  Spring Campout

	May:
	

	June:
	

	July: 
	

	August:
	1) Submit Earth Care budget for next year

	September
	1)  Fall workday – focus rain barrels

	October: 
	1) Discuss Earth Day Theme and Plans
2) Kayak trip

	November:
	Select Spring Campout location

	December:
	1) Christmas Bird count
2) Earth Care Christmas Party!




