[bookmark: _GoBack]WPC Earth Care Team Meeting Minutes – November 12, 2021
A Zoom meeting was held November 12, 2021, at 7:00 pm.  Attendees were: Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Anya Ezhevskaya, Phyllis Koenig and Debbie Madsen.
Brenda opened the meeting with prayer.
Movie Night
We discussed having Movie Night(s) in 2022 as a run up to April’s Earth Day.  The end of January is a slow time period.  We potentially can look at two or three movies about one a month for Jan./Feb./March.  If we use the big screen TV in the Meeting room, we do not have to worry about weather. Joe recommended “Kiss the Ground” as the first movie.  Brenda mentioned “The Loneliest Whale.”  Other movie ideas suggested were “Biggest Little Farm” and “Happening.”  Thanks to Joe for helping to organize this activity.
Information from Joe from Interfaith Power and Light:  Here is the link to some of the movie trailers we discussed tonight: “Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution” and “Other Side of the Hill.” You will need to scroll down to the bottom of the page to see these trailers.  There are several other trailers on this link you may also enjoy.  https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/host-a-movie-screening/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c833a54d-5eb3-4bd3-a7c9-9d0382d485c6
Action: To all, please review the trailers from the attached link from Joe and send in your list of movie ideas?  
Camping Trip
Kim researched state parks for our camping trip and we decided to go back to S. F. Austin (~75 miles) -location of last camping trip in 2019.  The preferred date for the team is April 22-24, which coincides with Earth Day and Featherfest weekend.  This will be a group site for tent campers. RV’ers can make their own spot reservations.   
Action: Kim to reserve group camping site for April 22-24, 2022.  
Solar Panel Update
The sub-team reviewed the contract wording from John Hartman with Covenant Solar.  The revised contract was sent to our Trustees for review.  The contract agreement is being reviewed by committees before going for session approval.
Action: The Solar Panel team to discuss the final contract details with Trustees and then the Campus Management, Mission and Finance committees before going to Session for project approval.
Moon Tree
Apollo 14 Astronaut S. Roosa took tree seeds into space in 1971; these are the seeds of the Moon Trees.  Contacted Don Teegarden to follow up on the idea of planting one of these Moon Trees. Don directed me to contact the Roosa Foundation directly.  
Actions: Ralph to send contact inquiry to the Roosa Moon Tree Foundation. 
Earth Day Celebration
Looking into having a couple of speakers (i.e. via zoom) over the two weeks preceding Earth Day, April 22, 2022.
Some ideas for possible speakers discussed were from the Galveston Artist Boat, Houston Arboretum, or Native Plant Society of Texas.  Anya also asked about having the director of the short film about the local Attwater’s Prairie Chickens (i.e. grouses at NASA) speak during that time.
After having several speakers, we also discussed having a hands on activity for the church or greater community. 
Mohammad Nasrullah
Helen DeLeon had connected Mohammad with us and the Earth Care team.  Please consider joining the second presentation in the Texas Master Naturalist (TMN) Galveston Bay Area Chapter’s (GBAC) series on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, scheduled for Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at 6 pm. Please register for this event at: https://tinyurl.com/gbac-ATmkn   
Presentation Title: Passing the Green Torch: Accelerating Diversity and Inclusion in the Texas Conservation movement. 
Presenter: Jaime González, Houston Urban Conservation Programs Manager at The Nature Conservancy in Texas (TNC).  
  
Description: The State of Texas is at a demographic and biological crossroads. The state is rapidly urbanizing and diversifying. At the same time, climate disruption, land use changes, biodiversity decreases, and water issues are changing the face of our state. If the Texas Conservation movement is going to be well situated to create lasting change in the next decade, and safeguard its conservation wins of the past, it will have to become more diverse and inclusive. Join Jaime González, from The Nature Conservancy in Texas, for a dialogue about how to make conservation more inclusive.
Action: Please consider attending the 11/16 6-7PM zoom lecture.
Other Items
Joe informed us about items he is working, and others can be involved:
a) Building and Grounds to pilot and upgrade the HVAC thermostats to be programmable and able to be monitored via Wi-Fi.
b) Via IPL website a church is able to calculate their carbon footprint. Joe and Jeanette are looking into calculating our carbon footprint at WPC (this sounds so interesting!).
c) The Presbytery Earth Care Congregations Network is looking for a leader and if members are interested in joining. This may need to be edited.
Educational Item 
Anya and Greg led us by sharing their favorite Earth themed books. Greg particularly likes the nature author John McPhee. He uses the new journalism style (non-fiction with good journalistic writing). 

Anya prepared the following with links for everyone to have. Thank you, Anya.

Here is the list of books prepared by me:

1. The Wild Trees by Richard Preston

2. The Worst Case Scenario Survival Handbook

3. Wilderness Essays by John Muir

4. Art Forms in Nature by Ernst Haeckel

Two I forgot to mention but which are excellent:
5. Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
6. A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

and from Grisha with his commentary (by John McPhee):

1) The Control of Nature
2) Uncommon Carriers
These two books can be read end to end. Jewels. Relatively short pieces on various subjects. Always nature and people. In The Control of Nature there is a piece - "Los Angeles Against the Mountains" - that is curiously relevant today - about the fires and landslides in California, with the analysis of the causes and human impact.

There are a number of long essays I would recommend, especially to the members of the Earth Care Team.
1) Under the Snow (in Table of Contents - a collection of essays by McPhee)
2) A Textbook Place for Bears (in Table of Contents - a collection of essays by McPhee)
3) Heirs of General Practice (in Table of Contents - a collection of essays by McPhee)
3) Encounters with the Archdruid
4) The Atlantic Generating Station (in Giving Good Weight) - this one is for more technically and scientifically minded people. But who would think that an investigation into the feasibility of building a floating nuclear power plant near the coast of New Jersey can touch you soo deeply.

And, finally, a heartbreaking and heartwarming one: 
"Heirs of General Practice" - about rural generalist doctors and their patients in Maine in the 1970s.


The Armand Bayou Christmas Bird count is Dec. 18 ~7-10AM.  Teams are designated to canvass a trail or area.  The groups then collect their results.
Action:  Contact Ralph if there are others in the group that are interested in making a WPC birding team?
https://www.abnc.org/christmas-bird-count
Next Meeting
We are seeing about holding an in-person Christmas gathering on Dec. 11 between 1-3PM at the Timber Cove Pool House.  We can meet to share some food, please have individual items, and bring a Christmas gift Earth Themed (about $15-$20) to exchange.
Looking to hold our January meeting on Friday, Jan. 14 at 7PM.  
Action: Kim to confirm Christmas gathering date and time after making reservation.   
Phyllis closed the meeting with prayer. 
Future Educational Items
January-Brenda
February-?
March-?

Recycling Schedule (changing back to monthly)
November-Joe 	
December-Debbie
January-Anya
February-Faxels
March-Koenings  

Watering Schedule
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Cathy is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)


Final note, I (Brenda) saw Jane Goodall has a new book out, “The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times.” This is an interview with her from The New York Times.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/07/12/magazine/jane-goodall-interview.html




