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The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, November 26, 2013, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Acting Moderator, Reverend Helen P. DeLeon, at 7:00 p.m. 

A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:
· Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and
· Elders Carl Allen, Arland Actkinson, Jennifer Carr, Courtenay Clifford, Melisa Ferguson, Kimberly Glaus Läte, George James, Tim Murray, Catherine Spivey, Ann Taylor, Ed Tobia, Ken Thompson, and Carla Yager.

Rev. Helen Rose Moore and Elders Jimm Cooper, Janis Edwards, Katy Rendon, and Kevin Wooten were excused.  

Elder Tom Kloves, Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk Gene Fisseler were also present.  In addition, Jeanne Murray, Phyllis Koenig, Michael Russell, Margaret Harris, Joan Littleton, and Ann Waehner, all members of the Board of Deacons, were in attendance to deliver the Board’s annual report to Session, were present.  


Board of Deacons Report – The Moderator of the Board of Deacons, Jeanne Murray, introduced the Deacons in attendance and gave a brief and helpful overview of the Deacons’ operations.  The Deacons meet monthly and serve the needs of the congregation through geographical zones.  Activities under the purview of the Deacons include:
· Communion element preparation and Prayers for the People
· Young-At-Heart group trips and events
· WPC Blood Drive coordination
· Memorial service receptions for members and non-members
· Transportation committee, parking assistance, and blood drives
· Baptism gifts for family members
· Preparation of “care” baskets for St. John’s Hospital ICU
· Prayers for the People participation each month
· Chancel flowers delivery to deserving individuals

The Session received the report with a debt of gratitude to the Board of Deacons for all the good work done in 2013.

Church Member Presentation – Elder Tom Kloves addressed the Session regarding his opinion and concerns about the Strategic Analysis Task Force report approved by the Session earlier in the year.  He expressed disappointment in Session’s endorsement of the and his beliefs that the report is flawed and its findings are mutually exclusive.  Members of Session gave Tom their full attention and, upon the conclusion of his presentation, expressed their appreciation for his taking the time to share his views. In the course of the meeting, it was suggested that each of the ministry committees take these concerns into consideration as they review and consider if and how each of the report recommendations will be (or not be) implemented.

Omnibus Motion – The Session voted to approve the omnibus motion that contained the following bulleted items.
· The Session approved minutes for the October 22, 2013, Stated Meeting of the Session.
· The Session approved minutes for the November 3, Special Meeting of the Congregation.



	Statistical Report
	
	 

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments
	 

	Membership on October 22, 2013
	556
	332
	 
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of letter                          
	+  0
	+  0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+  1
	+  1 
	N Moebius

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+  0
	  +  0   
	


	  Losses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	      -   0 
	 -   0
	
	 

	     Removal from Roll
	      - 47
	 - 24
	Roll cleaning
	 

	     Death                                          
	        -   2
	   -   1   
	D Brackett; M Motley
	 

	Membership on November 26, 2013
	      508
	  308
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	 81
	 
	5 removed through roll cleaning
	 

	Total children, youth and adults
	589
	 
	 
	 



Church Life Milestones

Births
· Grant Hermstein, son of Jennifer & Scott Hermstein, brother of Logan & Preston, was born on October 11, 2013 
· Madeline Faith Mgo, daughter of Jessie & Joey Mgo, granddaughter of Ardene Martin, was born October 28, 2013

Deaths
· Long-time member Dick Brackett passed away November 7, 2013
· Member Mary Motley passed away November 23, 2013
· Former member Ed Looney passed away November 12, 2013

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report which included that the Stewardship Drive has resulted in more than $512,000 in pledges to date.

Committee Motions
· The Session approved the Worship Committee’s motion to celebrate Communion during Sunday worship services beginning January 1, 2014, and continuing through December 31, 2014, and on February 11 at the Women’s Retreat, on March 5 (Ash Wednesday), on April 17 (Maundy Thursday), and on December 24 (Christmas Eve).
· The Session voted to table the Youth Ministries Committee’s motion to approve an unpaid church staff position, Youth Ministry Intern, that would report to the Youth Ministry Coordinator and the Youth Ministry Team, and would be filled by college age or post-college age young adults to train and equip them for leadership.  The Session looks forward to hearing more details regarding the position and reconsidering the motion at a later meeting.
· The Session approved the Youth Ministries motion to use the curriculum Belonging to God: A First Catechism (approved by the 210th General Assembly) for the planned Confirmation Class in 2014. 

Committee Reports 
· Worship & Music – The committee seeks input regarding dates for combined worship services in 2014.
· Mission – The Committee is hosting a church planning meeting on December 8 at the home of Kim & James Kinzler; all interested church members are invited to attend.

New Business
· For the Session’s information, Elder Clifford shared that the PNC has met and elected him chair and Elder Shallon Barboza vice-chair.  At various points during its work, the PNC will seek input from the Session regarding certain aspects of the search effort.
· The Session selected Tuesday, December 17, as the date of its next Stated Meeting.
· Elder Murray moved that three committees – Outreach, Welcoming Communications – be merged into a single committee beginning in 2014.  The motion failed.

Pastor Report – Rev. DeLeon reported that she has been selected to serve as an alternate for the next General Assembly which will be convened in Michigan.  She will be delegate at the following General Assembly.

Upcoming Meetings
· WPC new officer training for Elders and Deacons is set for Saturday, December 14, 2013, at 9:00 a.m.
· The next Stated Meeting of Session is set for Tuesday, December 17, 2013, at 7:00 p.m.  

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:25 p.m. 



	Gene Fisseler
									Clerk of Session
