Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

November 13, 2008
Motions for Session Approval: None.
The meeting began with devotion at 6:40 on November 13, 2008.  Attending were Rev. Helen DeLeon, Jane Markley and Al Manson.  

Bible Study
Liz Loynes could not attend the meeting but she heard from Ginny Jones that the Tuesday Bible Study group will be finished with their current study in a couple of weeks. They don't know what they plan to do next, but will take a break over the holidays. 

Morning Break is doing a study led by Helen on the gospel of Luke. They may want to do an advent study at the end of the month on the book: Simply Wait: Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent.  This is a resource that individuals and small groups can use to help them focus, rest, and renew spiritually. For the four weeks of Advent, participants will focus on a single word and a single, simple prayer practice that does not require extensive preparation or previous experience. Readings for each week offer creative reflections rooted in scripture, and engaging questions that stimulate our anticipation for a meaningful Christmas season.  The committee approved this study.

Also, the Wednesday night study group is considering re-forming and studying Thank God for Evolution, by Michael Dowd.  The committee approved this book.

Women’s Ministry

Pastor Helen reported that the Women’s Retreat is rescheduled for March 20-22, 2009.  

Sunday School

Sunday School plans for Advent and the first part of next year were discussed.  They briefly are the following: 

Advent Classes: The three following classes will be offered during Advent:
1) Tony LeCara will teach a class - How early Christians “Experienced the Manger”.  

2) Helen and Mary Lawrence will teach a class together about our Christmas traditions.

3) Rev. Cooper’s class on  “God and the End of the World” will continue into Advent.

Intergenerational Class - December 28 

Children and Youth agreed to join the Adults in an Intergenerational Class on December 28.  Adult Ministry will take the lead planning this class, which will be held in Bouton Hall.  We plan to provide muffins, coffee and juice.  We will read a scripture of the Christmas Story, a prayer and, while eating at each table, we will talk about our best, worst, or most memorable Christmas.  We will end by singing a few carols.

Contact Al Manson if you would like to volunteer to read scripture or prayer.

Rally Day - January 4

An adult Rally Day will be held on January 4.  It will be held in Bouton Hall and include snacks, coffee and juice.  We will ask leaders of Adult programs and classes to provide verbal descriptions.

Contact Al Manson if you would like to bring a snack or help prepare a brochure of the programs. 

Winter Classes - January 11 through February 22: There will be three classes during this seven-week session.
1) Pastor Helen will teach a class on the Book of Luke. 

2) Ed Tobia will teach a class on the Interface between Science and Faith

3) Dr. Susan Wittjen, Former Moderator of the Presbytery of New Covenant, will teach two classes.  One class will be on End of Life Issues and one on Our Responsibilities for Immigrants.  The committee approved Dr. Wittjen as a teacher.  We still need more class topics and teachers to follow Dr. Wittjen’s class.  Contact Al Manson if you have class topic suggestions.  

Lent - March 1 through April 12: We hope to offer three classes during this period.  

We still need to determine the teachers and topics of these classes.

Spring Classes - April 19 through May 17: There will be two classes during this five-week period.
1) Pastor Helen is organizing an interfaith class.  She will ask leaders of other faiths to teach one class on their faith and Mike Cole will lead the final, wrap-up class.

2) Mary Sheehan will teach two classes on “The Second Half of Life”.  Jamee Wilson will teach classes the Sundays after Mary.  The topic of Jamee’s classes is yet to be determined.

Apart from the meeting informal discussions were held with the Children’s Ministry.  It was suggested that a devotional and fellowship be organized for the group of parents who are in the Parent’s Retreat during the Sunday school hour on Sunday mornings.  The Children and Adult Ministry leaders also discussed starting a class for parents who have elementary-age children and teenagers.  Both of these are great ideas and we will explore them further.  If any of you have experience in this area, or know members who do, let me know.

Covenant Groups
Jane Markley reported that all the Covenant Groups are active.  She also said that the Covenant Group Leaders are planning to meet during January.

Special Events
The Special Events Board continues to meet every two weeks.  Recently the Board Members have each ranked the proposed events.  They also discussed possible ways to measure success of these events. 

Men’s Ministry

Two exploratory meetings have been held to date.  The most recent was a breakfast meeting.  It was decided at this meeting to explore mission-type activities that would be held on a Saturday following a breakfast at the church.  Recently a small number of men helped one of our members move to a new residence.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for December 11 from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
