Mission Committee Minutes – 11/04/07

November
Mission Committee Meeting 
11/04/07
1:30 pm 

Meeting Room
Please note: Our next meeting will be Sunday, 12/02/07 at 12:30 in the Meeting Room.  
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Arland Actkinson

Carl Allen, Chair 
Bud Allison

Edna Arnold
Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
Kimberly Glaus-Late

Pat Koester

Marjorie Seiter
Elizabeth Spivey
Ann Taylor

	Joe Halloin

Phyllis Koenig

Coco Motley



	
	


· The meeting was opened with a devotion.  Carl read a note from Dennis Smith thanking us for our hospitality during his visit in October.
· Linda Smith Gregory gave us a special tour of the excess Sunday school items that are available to ship to Iona Preparatory School. 
· Missionary Report

The Mission Committee agreed to endorse shipping 650 lbs of excess supplies to Vicki for the Iona Preparatory school. The committee liked the idea of including the congregation in the activity as much as possible with packing boxes etc. and donating funds to defray shipping costs.  The Mission committee will make up any short fall in shipping costs up to $2000 from the mission budget. 

The consensus of the committee was that it would be best to wait until after Christmas to advertise and start collecting funds.   The reason is that we are in the midst of our stewardship campaign and there are already so many extra fund raising initiatives during advent (Gifts of Joy, the Joy Special Offering, the ICM Christmas Store, Seafarer’s boxes, Poinsettias, the “Youth Gift Tree” fundraiser to improve and supply the youth rooms in the Education Building, etc.)  
· Hispanic Outreach Partnership

After spiritual discernment of the task force working with Joaquin Patino, it was decided that now is not the time for him to pursue a ministry in Webster. We are open to the possibility of providing him some space in the future if the timing and circumstances are right.  
· ESL

Classes are going well.

· Patriots

Helen discussed the Bridges to Healing initiative to help support returning troops and their families.  WPC will have a booth at the Houston Freedom Fest.  We agreed to pass out the devotional books and new testaments obtained by the WPC Patriots as appropriate during the Freedom Fest, starting at 2:00pm on 11/11 at City Hall down town.
· Christmas Joy Offering

The Joy offering goes to the Presbyterian board of pensions to be used for racial and ethnic education and supplemental needs of retired clergy.  It will be received on Christmas Eve.  There will be 2 bulletin inserts, envelopes, and minutes for mission.   We do not retain any portion of the offering.
· Crop Walk

The Crop Walk was held on 10/7 at 3:00pm at Clear Lake Park.  The total funds raised were $2094.25 which is up approximately $500 from last year. 
· Blood Drive

The next blood drive is 11/25.  Elizabeth will put an announcement in the bulletin and schedule a minute for mission.  
· Christmas International House

We have 4 confirmed students (3 from Japan and 1 from Kenya).  More students may still be confirmed.  Six families have committed to hosting students.  Christmas cards are on sale in the Narthex.  Instead of Christmas caroling on 12/23, the students may instead enjoy youth to youth fellowship with our college and senior high youth.   
· Christmas Projects
· Gifts of Joy 
Activities are progressing as planned.
· ICM Christmas Store
Adult gifts will also be accepted for the store. 
· California Wildfires

The Committee approved $1000 be sent from the operating budget to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for humanitarian assistance to areas stricken by the California wild fires.

· Mission Fair Skit
We practiced Arland Actkinson’s fabulous mission skit that dramatizes the various mission activities of the church.  We will present the skit at both services on 11/18.  The Mission Committee commends Arland for his outstanding work.

· Girl Scout Troop

The Children’s Ministry and Mission committees will bring a joint motion to session to allow a Girl Scout Troop to use our facilities as a regular meeting place.

· Boy Scout Troop

We have been contacted by the Boy Scouts inquiring about using our facilities for a Cub Scout or Boy Scout troop.  Bud Allison will investigate the details.

Newsletter Articles

· Newsletter submissions are to be submitted to Pat Koester by 11/14.
· Christmas Joy Special Offering – Kimberly

· Crop Walk Results – Ann

· ICM Christmas Store – Coco

· Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, 12/2, at 12:30pm in the Meeting Room.  We will have a little Christmas party so please bring a snack to share 
· Meeting closed with prayer
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