Mission Committee Minutes – 09/10/06

Mission Committee Minutes 

09/10/06
4:00 pm – 5:30pm

Meeting Room

Note:  Next Mission Committee Meeting at 4:00pm on 10/08/06 in the Meeting Room; Devotion to be prepared by Phyllis Koenig.
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Carl Allen

Edna Arnold
Helen DeLeon

Kimberly Glaus-Late

Phyllis Koenig

Marjorie Seiter
Mary Sumrall-Sydnor
Ann Taylor

Jim Young
	Arland Actkinson

Walter High
Pat Koester

DAnn Leech



· Devotion
The meeting was opened with a devotion.
· Mission Month – A successful mission month is in progress.  It will conclude on 10/1, World Communion Sunday.   This is the day that we receive the Peacemaking Offering. 
· Each week has a unique focus 
i. 9/10 – Local focus – Minute for mission addressed our ESL partnership with Oasis of Hope.

ii. 9/17 – National focus – Ann Taylor will do a minute for mission on the Crop Walk for both services.  
iii. 9/24 – International focus - Ryan Stoltz to talk about his experience on a mission in Africa for both services.  Vicki Smith will also have a booth.
iv. 10/1 – World Communion Sunday – we will receive the Peacemaking Offering.  The WPC portion of the offering will be donated to Mercy Corp.  Mercy Corp provides emergency relief services, economic development support, and civil society initiatives to areas in need across the globe including Lebanon, East Africa, and the US.  Ruth Allen, Carl Allen’s daughter works for Mercy Corp.  Carl will do a minute for mission at each service. 
· Mission Trip to Metairie, LA – Fourteen people representing WPC traveled in August to St. Bernard Parish, LA, to assist with houses that were destroyed by hurricane Rita.  Helen described how our team helped with demolition activities for some damaged houses – shoveling debris, tearing out walls and cabinets.  Our team gave hope to 3 different families on this trip.  Another trip will be planned to assist our Gulf Coast neighbors.
· WPC Patriots

We have received a gracious donation of 30 pocket-sized New Testaments from Walter High to be included in our next mail out   In addition to other goodies, we will also include phone cards and a disposable camera so the service men can send us back a picture of themselves for our bulletin board.  

· Habitat for Humanity

We have scheduled 2 additional WPC workdays – 9/30 and 10/28.  The September work will probably be outside activities and the October work will probably be inside activities. We will need food for about 15 workers on each work day.
· Blood Drive – The blood drive was held on 9/10/06.  Out of 22 donors, 18 successfully donated the gift of life.
· Presbyterian Central American Trip 2007 – Session enthusiastically endorsed Helen as the leader of the annual Presbytery mission trip to Central America.  Additional details such as the date and cost are still being finalized.  

· Request from Hispanic Church - We have received a request from a non-denominational Hispanic church through Tim Phillips at Presbytery, to hold church services at our facility.  A space is needed 1 evening a week for a worship service.  A multi-ministry task force has been formed with Session endorsement to investigate this request.  Kim Harano will represent the Mission Committee.
· Newsletter, Bulletin, Minute for Mission

Newsletter articles are due by 9/13 (Wednesday)

· Blood Drive – Jim and Phyllis

· Louisiana Trip – Helen

· Habitat – Carl

· Crop Walk educational piece – Ann

· Request for leaders for Adopt-a-Family and Christmas International House - Helen

Bulletin notices

· VITAS Organization request for hospice visitors, respite care – Helen

· Christmas Adopt-A-Family – We will run a piece in the newsletter requesting a volunteer to coordinate this outstanding  and much loved program.

· Christmas International House – This is a Presbytery-wide program that provides housing and activities for international students who cannot get home for the holidays.  In recent years, WPC has participated by offering a luncheon for students on the day they come out to tour NASA.  This year, we are being asked to return to our previous tradition of actually providing homes for students, and the families to open their homes are being asked to provide more of the activities and transportation than in the past.  We will run a piece in the newsletter requesting a volunteer to coordinate this program for us.

· Third Quarter Funds Allocation – Our third quarter allocation (~$10K) is due to be distributed.  We agreed to send our next installation to Presbytery ($4000) and allocate $1000 for Community Assistance. Additional funds distribution will be delayed pending church budget results.  We will discuss funds allocation at our next meeting.
· WPC Missionary – Vicki Smith

Vicki’s fund raising is picking up steam.  She will need to raise $48,000 to fund her activities for 2 years. (Vicki actually needs to raise half of this plus 10% - $26,400 - by November of 2006).  The money will be used to support Vicki and pay for medical insurance and pension.  The session authorized the Mission Committee to coordinate Vicki’s fund raising activities.  On Thursday, October 19th @ 7:00 pm, the Faith Choir & Instrumentalists of WPC will present a concert to celebrate & support Vicki's call to the mission field. A love offering will be received.  We also discussed the Mission Committee writing a letter to the larger churches in our Presbytery requesting that they consider making a donation to Vicki if they haven’t done so already.      

· Meeting closed with prayer. 

2006 Devotion Assignments

· October 8 – Phyllis Koenig
· November 12 – Arland Actkinson

· December 10 – Ann Taylor
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