Mission Committee Minutes – 11/12/06

Mission Committee Minutes 

11/12/06
4:00 pm – 6:00pm

Meeting Room

	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Arland Actkinson

Carl Allen

Edna Arnold
Kimberly Glaus-Late

Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester

Marjorie Seiter
Jim Young
	Helen DeLeon

DAnn Leech

Mary Sumrall-Sydnor
Ann Taylor




· Please Note: 
· Our next Mission Committee Meeting will be early in December - the first Sunday of December, on 12/03/06 at 4:00pm in the Meeting Room.  

· Action to each committee member - bring to our next meeting suggestions for new Mission Committee members for 2007.
· Devotion
Arland led us in devotion.  December’s devotion will be led by Ann Taylor. 

· Missionary Report – We are grateful to report that Vicki Smith received all the funds and pledges she needs to answer her call to the missionary field.  This includes a $5K grant from the Synod of the Sun.  We received a warm thank you note from Vicki Smith thanking us for our efforts. 
· ESL – our ESL partnership with Oasis of Hope is going well.  We teach approximately 20 students each week.  We ordered additional Level 2 books for Dick Brackett’s class.
· Habitat for Humanity - Our next workday is 11/18.  This house is scheduled to be turned over to the family in December.

· Christmas Joy Offering:  The materials have been ordered.  The offering will be received at the Christmas Eve service.  We will have at least 1 bulletin insert during Advent, with a Minute for Mission on 12/17 and 12/24.  Announcements will be put in the bulletin on 12/10, 12/17, and 12/24.  Envelopes will be placed in the pews.
· Blood Drive – A donor coach will come to the church on 12/31/06.
· Webster Technology Center – Helen reported that the Webster Technology Center is the recipient of a $10,000 grant from Verizon for to provide funds for technology to assist in the Center’s mission.  Our congratulations to Joyce Sens and the other Webster volunteers on this substantial award.

· Christmas International House - We were unable to find a volunteer to coordinate this activity for 2006.  We may be able to support this in the future with enough advance notice.
· Gifts of Joy - Activities are well underway to support this important WPC mission.   We discussed keeping a list of volunteers who could be asked to buy specific gifts if needed to “even out” gifts for siblings within the same household.  We also approved the expenditure by the Gifts of Joy committee of no more than $300 if needed to “equalize” the gifts going to the same household.  

· ICM Christmas Store – A Minute for Mission for both the ICM Christmas Store and Gifts of Joy will be given on 12/3.  This will help folks understand the nature of each of these initiatives.  ICM Christmas Store gifts will be received on 12/10.  The Store will open to clients on 12/12-12/13.
· WPC Patriots – An additional mailing including a New Testament was done.  We have received notice that some servicemen have returned to the States. 

· Funds Allocation – We approved the following disbursements:

· If required, no more than $300 to “equalize” the gifts going to the same household under the “Gifts of Joy” mission

· $1500 for Community Assistance

· $1000 to Presbytery as a sign of support and faith in light of recent financial issues 
· Meal Delivery – Pat agreed to coordinate and prepare 5 meals for shut-ins to be delivered on 12/9/06.  Edna will assist with delivery.
· Newsletter - Newsletter articles are due by 11/15 (Wednesday).   
· ICM Christmas Store – Kimberly

· Gifts of Joy – Judy Ota

· Webster Technology Center Grant - Helen

· Blood Drive – Jim and Phyllis

· Habitat – Carl

· Communication with the Congregation – We discussed ideas for better communicating our activities to the congregation.
· Having a monthly mission focus… each month would focus on a specific mission with minutes for mission, Narthex display etc.

· Asking for 5 minutes at the start of each Deacon meeting to focus on a specific mission.
· Taking a specific Sunday each month to receive a loose plate offering for mission to keep the focus on mission.

We will make this an area of focus at the Mission Committee Retreat in the new year.

· Meeting closed with prayer. 
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