Mission Committee Minutes – 08/09/06

Mission Committee Minutes 

08/06/06
4:30 pm – 6:30pm

Meeting Room

Note:  Next Mission Committee Meeting at 4:00pm on 09/10/06 in the Meeting Room; Devotion to be prepared by Marjorie Seiter; Please check the last page of these minutes for the current devotion schedule.
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Carl Allen

Edna Arnold
Arland Actkinson

Helen DeLeon

Kimberly Glaus-Late

D’Ann Leech 
Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester
Marjorie Seiter
Mary Sumrall-Sydnor
Ann Taylor

Jim Young
	Kelli Grady
Walter High




· Open with Prayer
The meeting was opened with prayer.
· WPC Missionary – Vicki Smith

Our member, Vicki Smith is an official Presbyterian Missionary.  She will serve in Jamaica at the Iona Preparatory School.  She will need to raise $48,000 to fund her activities for 2 years. (Vicki actually needs to raise half of this plus 10% - $26,400 - by November of 2006).  The money will be used to support Vicki and pay for medical insurance and pension.  The session authorized the Mission Committee to coordinate Vicki’s fund raising activities.  The choir is planning to do a concert with a love offering.  A feature newsletter article will be submitted describing Vicki’s call, passion for this work, and the funds needed to support her.       

· Neighborhood Ministries
· ESL – Our ESL class in partnership with the Oasis of Hope Church is thriving!  We are teaching 2 separate classes – a beginning class and an advanced class.   We have approximately twenty eager and dedicated students.  Members of the teaching team are Dick Brackett, Sylvia Kinzler, Mary Camp, Marlon Figueroa, Alicia Ruiz, Kelley, Kiernan and Marjorie Seiter.  

· Summer Program - D’Ann Leech is supporting the Oasis of Hope summer program at the Capital Estates Apartments.  The program has been suspended but will start back up in the fall.

· WPC Patriots

We have received several thank you notes from family members and troops who have received care packages.  They were thrilled and delighted to receive them.  Scott Taub, an officer with 40 men under him, wrote that he enjoyed the package and shared the contents with his men.

· Habitat for Humanity

The house that we worked on has been completed and the happy family has moved in.  A new house will be started in the fall.  We will try to get a WPC day scheduled.
· Medical Bridges
Last year, the Mission Committee pledged $500 to Medical Bridges for the shipment of a container of medical supplies to the Fordjour Center in Ghana, Africa.  The remainder of the funds has been raised and the container will be shipped in September.  

· Blood Drive – The next blood drive will be held on 9/10/06.  We will investigate how the donations can be dedicated to support Walter Hendershot, Ruth Hendershot’s son and Marjorie Seiter’s brother.  Walter has a rare liver disease called Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis.  The only treatment is a liver transplant.  He must bank a large number of units before he will be eligible for the transplant.  We will do a minute for mission on 9/3 to remind folks of the blood drive.
· WPC Member Benevolence

Carl reported that all repair work has been completed on the roof.

· Newsletter, Bulletin, Minute for Mission

The following newsletter articles are due by 8/15
· Second installment of the 2 part series on WPC mission activities – Marjorie

· WPC Missionary feature article – Marjorie

· Blood Drive Bulletin notice - Jim 

· Mission Month – Kimberly

· Crop Walk – Ann

· Habitat – Carl

· WPC Patriots – Phyllis

Minutes for mission during mission month will be coordinated by Kimberly.

·  Mission Trip to Metairie, LA – Fourteen people representing WPC will travel to St. Bernard Parish, LA, to assist with houses that were destroyed by hurricane Rita.  They will leave Sunday, 8/13 and return on 8/19.  
· Mission Month - Mission month is scheduled to begin on 9/10 and end on 10/1 in conjunction with World Communion Sunday.   This is the day that we receive the Peacemaking Offering. 
· Peacemaking Sunday School class – we will need to find a teacher for this class.
· Each week will have a unique focus 
· 9/10 – Local focus – 3 booths - Habitat, Interfaith Caring Ministries, Bay Area Turning Point and the Webster Technology Center

· 9/17 – National focus – Ann Taylor will do a minute for mission on the Crop Walk for both services.  We plan to have a booth in the narthex for the Heifer Project Ark.

· 9/24 – International focus - Kimberly will arrange with Ryan Stoltz to talk about his experience on a mission in Africa.  Vicki Smith will also have a booth.
· 10/1 – World Communion Sunday – we will receive the Peacemaking Offering.  The WPC portion of the offering will be donated to Mercy Corp.  Mercy Corp provides emergency relief services, economic development support, and civil society initiatives to areas in need across the globe including Lebanon, East Africa, and the US.  Ruth Allen, Carl Allen’s daughter works for Mercy Corp.  Carl will do a minute for mission at each service. 
· Presbyterian Central American Trip 2007 – Helen will lead the annual Presbytery mission trip to Central America. D’Ann Leech agreed to help with trip coordination.  We would like to recruit at least 2 members to go on this trip with Helen.  We agreed set aside a sizeable amount from our 2007 budget to support Helen and provide scholarship money to the other volunteers.   A session motion will be taken forward to endorse this activity.

· Request from Hispanic Church - We have received a request from a non-denominational Hispanic church through Tim Phillips at Presbytery, to hold church services at our facility.  A space is needed 1 evening a week for a worship service.  A multi-ministry task force should be formed including Building and Grounds and Worship to see how we can accommodate this request.  A session motion will be taken forward to establish the task force. 
· 2007 Mission Budget – We agreed to again request 10% of pledges for our 2007 mission budget.  An assumption of $60K will be input to budget planning activities.  The funds will be distributed as shown:

· Local Mission – 15K

· National Mission -  2K

· World Mission – 2K

· Presbytery – 17K

· WPC Member Benevolence – 4K

· Community Assistance – 8K

· Mission Trips and Conferences – 5K

· WPC Missionary – 5K

· WPC Mission Projects – 2K

· Crop Walk – The crop walk will occur on 10/1/06.  A booth will be set up to obtain pledges on 9/17 and 10/1.  The walkers will be commissioned on 10/1.   Inserts will be placed in the bulletin and a poster will be placed on the mission bulletin board outside of Bouton Hall.

· Meeting closed with prayer. 

2006 Devotion Assignments

· September 10 – Marjorie Seiter

· October 8 – Walter High

· November 12 – Arland Actkinson

· December 10 – Ann Taylor
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