Mission Committee Minutes – 04/09/06

Mission Committee Retreat 
04/09/06
5:30 pm – 7:00pm

Meeting Room
Note:  Next Mission Committee Meeting at 5:00pm on 05/14/06 in the Meeting Room; Devotion to be prepared by Pat Koester
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
Carl Allen, Chair

Edna Arnold
Kimberly Glaus-Late
D’Ann Leech 
Walter High 

Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester
Marjorie Seiter
Mary Sumrall-Sydnor
Jim Young
	Arland Actkinson

Kelli Grady
Ann Taylor



· Devotion and Check-in
Carl blessed us with a devotional.  
· Recent Activities
· Blood Drive – Our first blood drive of the year was held on 3/19/06. Approximately 23 folks successfully donated blood. 
· Young at Heart - Twenty folks attended the Y@H mission trip.  We visited 4 locations: Bay Area Turning Point Administration and Outreach Center, Presbytery of the New Covenant, the Life Center, and ICM.  

· Habitat - Our first Habitat day was 3/25/06.  Pat Koester coordinated food for approximately 50 volunteers.  
· One Great Hour of Sharing - This offering was received on Palm Sunday, 4/9.  
· Near Term Activities

· Habitat - Our next work day will be 5/6/06.
· Blood Drive - Our next drive will be 6/25/06.
· Pentecost Offering - Our next special offering will be the Pentecost Offering and will be received on 6/4/06.  A portion of this offering will be retained by WPC to be used for children at risk.  The funds will be used to support after school programs including (but not limited to) the Webster Technology Center.
· Bulletin Board – Kimberly will coordinate with Buildings and Grounds to hang a bulletin board for mission communication.  
· Family Festival – 4/30/06 - The following activities will support the Family Festival:

· We will have a booth describing WPC missions.  At the booth we can distribute a flier with an entry form to win a builder’s tape measure (Habitat), an English-Spanish Dictionary (ESL), an umbrella (ICM and BATP) or a Fair Trade product (coffee or chocolate).  

· Marjorie will coordinate the sale of some Fair Trade products, coffee, tea, chocolate.  The proceeds will be earmarked for the children’s “ark” project (a proposed children’s mission to fill an “ark” with animals from the Heifer Project).
· Longer Term Priorities
· Military Support – Phyllis and Jim reported on their “WPC Patriots” project.  The goal is to nurture troops associated with our congregation as well as their extended families by providing a touch of home, needed supplies, and a personal connection to a family of faith.  A profile will be used to gather information about each person in military service.  Steven Schulz will be our military consultant. We will develop care packages based on individual wants and needs. Donations may be needed for the postage needed to send the packages overseas.  We may want to do a minute-for-mission on this activity in May.

A motion will need to be made at the next session meeting requesting approval for the collection of monetary donations.

·  After School – We provided some funding to the Oasis of Hope After School program to assist with supplies.  In addition, we are grateful to have a volunteer interested in assisting with tutoring students on Thursdays.

· International Mission – We discussed making a contribution to the Presbyterian initiative called “Joining Hearts and Hands”.  The Presbyterian Church has embarked on a campaign to raise $40 million for the expansion of mission personnel around the word, and for church revitalization and development at home.  We may be a way for us able to join together with other Presbyterians to make a difference in such places as the Sudan, Indonesia and South America.

· Communications – The following articles are suggested for the May newsletter:
· Habitat – Carl

· One Great Hour of Sharing – Kimberly

· ICM - Kimberly

· Blood Drive – Phyllis

· Young at Heart – Marjorie

· Pentecost Offering – Kimberly

· WPC Patriots – Phyllis

· Budget 
· The 2006 budget was passed with $42,300 allocated for mission.  This is a sizable increase from $30K in 2005. 

· Mission Trip Support – We agreed to provide $500 in support of Ryan Stolz’s mission trip to work in an orphanage in South Africa under the auspices of the Wesley Foundation.

· Meeting closed with prayer. 
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