Mission Committee Minutes – 03/12/06

Mission Committee Retreat 
03/12/06
5:00 pm – 7:00pm

Meeting Room
Note:  Next Mission Committee Meeting at 5:00pm on 04/09/06 in the Meeting Room; Devotion to be prepared by Carl Allen
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
Carl Allen, Chair

Arland Actkinson
Edna Arnold
Kimberly Glaus-Late 
Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester
Marjorie Seiter
Mary Sumrall-Sydnor
Jim Young


	Kelli Grady
Walter High 

Ann Taylor



· Devotion and Check-in
Edna blessed us with a devotional.  
· Mission Committee Commendations

· Kim Harano – For her selfless dedication to mission and devotion to the Mission Committee.

· Near Term Activities
· Habitat  - 3/25/06 will be the first WPC Habitat day.  Pat Koester will coordinate the food for approximately 30 volunteers.  Pat will take some pictures for the next newsletter.
· Blood Drive - 3/19/06 will be our first blood drive of the year.  We have approximately 18 folks already signed up.
· One Great Hour of Sharing

· This offering will be received on Palm Sunday, 4/9.
· On 3/25, Edna will provide a minute for mission at 8:30 and Mary will provide a minute for mission at 11:00

· Additional volunteers for minutes for mission are: Arland, Carl, Phyllis (prefers 11:00) Marjorie, and potentially Kelly Grady.

· Young-at-Heart Trip – The Young-at-Heart group will visit some of the missions that WPC supports on April 5.  This includes Bay Area Turning Point, the Presbytery Office, The Life Center and ICM. 

· Family Festival – 4/30/06
· The following ideas were discussed to support the Family Festival:

· Scholastic Book Fair – Pat Koester will contact Guinn Blackwell-Eagleson to see if United Campus Ministries can hold a book fair on 4/30 in conjunction with the festival.

· Arland will check with the Presbytery to see if they have any booths that could be set up during the festival.

· Phyllis will coordinate a booth describing WPC missions.  At the booth we can distribute a flier with an entry form to win a builder’s tape measure (Habitat), an English-Spanish Dictionary (ESL), or a Fair Trade product (coffee or chocolate).  

· Marjorie will coordinate the sale of some Fair Trade products, coffee, tea, chocolate.  We will need to decide where the proceeds will go – potentially donated to the children’s “Ark” project (a proposed children’s mission to fill an “ark” with animals from the Heifer Project).
· Longer Term Priorities
· Military Support – Phyllis is having a meeting to form a committee to provide support to our troops.  Jim reported that he will be working with the USO and can assist us with ideas/needs in the Galveston area.
· Communications – The following articles are suggested for the April newsletter:
· One Great Hour of Sharing – Kimberly

· Volunteers needed at Oasis of Hope After School Program.

· Jim will look at improving our communications with the congregation potentially including developing a brochure detailing mission activities

· International Mission – The team is evaluating areas of emphasis to provide a recommendation on our involvement.   Some suggestions are border ministries such as CUPS.  We would like to also to continue to participate with the Christmas International House.  

· Budget 
· Mission Endowment

· The Session approved the distribution of the endowment funds as follows:

· $1000 – support for the Vellore Medical College and Hospital to assist the victims of the earthquake in Pakistan and India 

· $500 – a pledge to Medical Bridges for the shipment of a container of medical supplies to the Fordjour Center in Ghana.  The money will be donated when the rest of the $5000 needed to ship he container has been raised.

· Remainder of funds to be donated to the Bay Area Turning Point for general operating expenses 

· 1st Quarter Budget Distribution
·  The budget has not been approved yet. However, we intend to distribute funds on a quarterly basis.  A total 2006 distribution plan will be developed after the budget is finalized.  The priorities for our first distribution are shown below.   

	Organization
	Amount

	Community Assistance
	$1500.00

	CEDEPCA
	$1000.00

	Camp Cho Yeh
	$1000.00

	United Campus Ministries of Greater Houston
	$1000.00

	Life Center
	$ 250.00

	Presbyterian Outreach to Patients
	$1000.00

	Capital Estates Afterschool Program
	$ 250.00

	TOTAL
	$6000.00


· Meeting closed with prayer. 
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