WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – May 21, 2026

Attendees: Margaret Harris, Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, Jeannette and Joe Schwarz, Jean Zophy
Jean led the Opening Prayer 

Sharing/Other:
· Please turn in Green Slips for reimbursements (they need an elder signature – Jean or Kathy Dixon can do that).  Our general account is 5501.  We also have account 8397, from sales etc, used irregularly for special needs.  
· Wednesday night dinners are done for the summer.  Last 2nd Sunday breakfast before they go on break is June 14.  
· Bird strike tape installed.  Ralph wrote a newsletter article.
· No one attended the Plastic Pollution Symposium at Texas A&M Galveston on Mar 25
· Joe attended a webinar on climate change impacts on birds.  The Texas Audubon society is participating in this citizen scientist project, which has been going on for several years and is still in progress.  Not surprisingly, some bird species have been adapting better to the changing climate than others.
· Kevin Snowden is our Presbytery’s rep to General Assembly in July,  He’s going to be involved in discussions about divesting from fossil fuel companies.  We might want to see if he can come to one of our meetings or perhaps talk about what he learned at one of our movie nights.  Jean will chat with him.
· Jean to check with Anya to see if they need the Earth Care team to take a month to help fill the Free Food Pantry (believe we had a month in 2024, but not in 2025).
2026 plans:
· Need to set a date for next Butterfly garden workday.  Usually it’s the first Saturday of the month, but 6/6 is our beach walk date, so we need to pick another date if we’re going to have a workday in June.  Jean to tag up with Phyllis.
· Earth Sunday and spring activity lessons learned:
· We had the largest attendance so far at Earth Sunday lunch/talk and could probably have used a little more food.  We needed to set up an additional table to handle the crowd size.  Not sure if it was the topic, the possibility of prizes, or something else that drove the higher turnout, but all agreed it went well.
· Don’t make iced tea the day before – gets very cloudy.
· Would have been nice if we’d had a good white screen to show Lisa’s slides on.  Wondering if the bequest from the Woods was specifically about sanctuary A/V improvements – if not, might want to see if we can use some of the money (assuming there’s some left over) for some improvements for Bouton Hall.  Kim will check with James.
· Spring was really busy with all our activities and other church activities, so next year we might want to consider cutting back.  Maybe have the Exploration Green walk and the Pollinator Garden workshop on alternate years.
· Bingo prizes were great.  Do we have anything left for use in a later year?  Jean to check with Cathy.
· The shells Judy provided made great centerpieces.  People took some, but there are a lot left over.  We might want to save them at church for use in later years for decorations.  In the cabinet in the Gallery where we store the mugs and the Garden Sharing stuff, there are a couple shelves with Women’s Retreat stuff.  Margaret and Debbie will take a look at what’s there and see if they can carve out some more space for Earth Care (haven’t had a Women’s Retreat since covid) – we might store the remaining shells there.  If anyone from the Earth Care team would like some additional shells, they’re welcome to go through them.  Currently, Ralph has them.
· Galveston beach walk with Lisa Hardcastle on 6/6.  Ralph and Lisa will decide on the exact location, and will let us know when that's set.  We're planning on meeting at church at 7:30 to carpool and will go to lunch in Galveston after the walk.  If you're planning on going, make sure you let Ralph know.  Bring a hat, sunscreen, and water.  
· Movie night:  
· Chasing the Tide series.  Each of the 6 parts is about 25 min long, and the ones they saw were very good, so plan to do a pair of movie nights, about a month apart, showing 3 parts per night.  
· Tentative dates: June 12 and July 19.  
· Anya had suggested doing a succulent garden craft activity (using shallow teacups and succulents she has collected, and maybe some of the shells Judy is giving us), taking around a half hour.  We thought doing these before the movies would be fun and would fit with the coastal theme of the Chasing the Tide movies.  Phyllis said she could help with drilling holes in the bottoms of the cups for drainage.  If we don’t have a lot of cups from our kitchens, we can probably get some cheap ones from local antique stores (china ones would be good, as they’re typically shallow).  
· Joe to check with Anya, but if we go ahead and do a craft on movie nights, we should probably cut back to 2 parts of the Chasing the Tide series per night and add another movie night (maybe in Sept).
· Sandy Murphy had also suggested some craft ideas that we ended up not doing for Earth Sunday that we might do on a movie night.
Communications:
· Newsletter is published the first of the month.  Articles are due to Sandy Murphy the day before, and ideally earlier than that to give Sandy adequate time.
· Constant contact emails go out on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Email anything we want included to Liz.  We usually provide reminders for Garden Sharing and any other events we sponsor.
· If we want to do a Minute for Mission, we have to submit a request between 2 weeks and 1 month prior to the requested Sunday.  Form is on the Family or Faith page (go to bottom and click on Downloadable forms).
· Jean will upload minutes to Session monthly folder.
Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  				
· Schedule: (July through September off)
· June 14 – Regina – this will be the last breakfast till the fall
Recycling Schedule: 
· Notify Liz of whose month.
· OK to take cardboard and envelopes with windows.
· List of locations:
· Sanctuary:
· Narthex
· Choir Room
· Education Wing:
· Electrical Room storeroom
· Copy Room 
· Kitchen
· Cans are in bin in washer/dryer room in Bouton Hall (you may need to move them from Bouton Hall or Fellowship Hall) – Kristi Russell is currently taking all the Kitchen/Bouton Hall recycling 
· Fellowship Hall
· Boxes from the food pantry may be in the Gallery
· Schedule
· May – Kim
· June – Joe
· July – Margaret
· August - Jean

Butterfly Garden Watering
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.  Ralph covered them for the Jan freezes and they appear to have made it through.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.

	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)
Moon Tree watering
· Given how little rain we’ve had, we expect to need to continue watering them monthly (up to 2x/mo).
· Water each 30 – 45 min.  2 hoses with splitter so can do both at same time.  Green hose is longer, so use it for the tree closer to McWhirter.  
· Schedule
· May – Cathy
· June – Kim
· July - Jean
Next Meeting:
· Will not hold a June meeting.  Tentative date for July is 7/23.  Margaret will host.
Educational Items:
· Joe will do something in July.
· Jean will do something in Aug/Sept.
· Kim had a newspaper article about Matthew Strausser, JSC’s Senior Biologist for wildlife management – we might want to contact him and see if he would be interested in talking with us.
Jean led the Closing Prayer 
