WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – May 11, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom and at Kinzler’s house at 7:00PM
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Jean Zophy
Ralph opened us with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
· Sandy Dwyer, with Mission Committee, asked for a recommendation for the new food panty and packaging for people taking items.  Anya to take back to Mission team our recommendation to re-use plastic bags or paper bags.  
· Jean while at the Presbyterian Women’s Organization in April was asked by the Mission of Yahweh about putting together a Butterfly Garden.  Jean to understand more their needs and see about options for a 1 hour zoom meeting.
· The Mission committee is looking for committees to volunteer to daily re-stock the food pantry.  We picked September. 

Earth Day Review of what went well and improvements:
a) a) “Pollinator Container Garden Workshop” held at McWhirter Elementary Maker Eve on Thursday, March 23 from 4:30 to 6:00PM. Brenda coordinated the event with McWhirter Librarian.  Please pre-reregister at least a week before with CCISD to be a volunteer.  Participation was approximately 9 kids and 5 adults with 2 extras for the Librarian to hand-out latter.    
b) A guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway on March 25th at 9AM.  Bring your binoculars to better view the birds.  Ralph has guides organized through NPSOT.  Need a head count of how many people to expect, and thus how many guides are needed.  There were about 30 adults and youth participating.  Consider doing another walk in the Fall but consider having youth and adult guided walks.     
c) The Earth Day campout on March 31-April 02 at Lake Somerville Birch Creek State Park.  WPC Lake Somerville campout had 20 campers with 8 children.  Securing campsites in advance allowed our group to have individual sites close together.   Consider swapping the Fall kayaking with the Spring campout.  Discussed with the team about selecting the first weekend in November, Nov. 03-05.      
d) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation on April 22 at Pines Presbyterian Church.  A collective team is creating a short presentation.  After review of young people’s pictures in presentation, Brenda to share presentation.PDF file.  Our presentation reached the 101 women attending. 
e) Cindy Howard talks about the importance of Ecology on April 23.  Jennifer Carr made a soup.  There was 45 people in attendance.  The tables had native plant and seed packets as decorations.  Raffle for those that signed up for coming Pollinator Workshop.  
f) Pollinator Container Garden Workshop for our congregation on Saturday, May 06 from 1100 to 12:30.  A good attendance with ~30 people including our team.  Two people from Pearland who attended the April Presbyterian Women’s Organization meeting came to the Pollinator workshop.

Frontier Utility box update –   on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.

Solar Panel Update:
Waiting on the installer, Light House Solar, to make initial utility connections.  The installation is to begin soon with potentially the panels to be 440 wt instead of 420 wt.      

Calculating Carbon Footprint Impact of our WPC Building and its events:
Joe Schawrz is getting started with the data calculations on the IPF website.  The Presbytery has an overture to reduce our carbon footprint by 25% over 4 years.  https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/coolcongregations/calculators/  

Movie Night:
The Wild and Scenic Film Festival is not scheduled for Houston in 2023.  Joe Schawrz has other options for us.  June 9 at 7PM show “2040 Regeneration.”  Need several folks to make popcorn and set-up for lemonade.

Earth Care Web page:
Joe Schawrz is looking into revising our web site with new pictures and information potentially quarterly.  Anya Ezhevskaya is updating the WPC marque for Earth Day.  

New PR Coordinator role:   
We are just getting going.  Jeanette is sending out constant contacts for upcoming Earth Day events.  Consider an informational email distribution list of Friends of WPC Earth Care Team. 

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					  	Garden Sharing Schedule:
· May (Mother’s Day) - Anya and Jean
· June – The Faxels
· October - TBD
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget for 2023 is $450, an increase from $300. Remember to turn in your Earth Day event or Butterfly Garden expenses.  Paying $75 for annual membership donation to Presbyterian for Earth Care.
Educational Item:  – Kim gave a wonderful presentation about Biomimicry.  ‘The best ideas may not be ours, but may have already been invented.’    
Next Meeting:
· meeting date:  Thursday, June 08,  at 7PM either at the Faxel’s with a zoom option.
No Meeting in July.
Future Educational Items:
· June - Joe
· August – Anya
· September - Ralph
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· May – Joe
· June – Faxels
· July – Anya
· August - Jean
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup)  - Kim start us back watering as it has been dry.
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
Kim closed us with a prayer. 
