WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – May 19, 2022
When:  Via Zoom at 7PM
Attendees: Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Cathy Black, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Phyllis Koenig.
Ralph opened with a prayer.
Sharing/Other
· May 23 zoom meeting, “Electric Vehicles to Reduce your Carbon Footprint and churches can make a difference” by Presbyterians for Earth Care.
· May 24 zoom meeting, “Intersection of DEI and park advocacy” by Texas Master Naturalist Program.
· Sky View or Sky Guide as phone apps to find constellations, space station passes, or other celestial events.
· Earth Care has two accounts: a annual budget account with $300/yr and an Exchange Account, which includes deposits.  If question for reimbursements, please contact Ralph or Brenda for proper account code to use.
· A planting day to spruce up the Butterfly Garden with some new plants Saturday, May, 21.
Earth Day Celebration Review
· Moon Tree Dedication was April 03 - Ralph 
This was very successful with the dedication held directly after church service with a program and video presented by the guest speaker, Rosemary Roosa. One tree was ceremonially planted by church members on a beautiful spring afternoon.
· Pollinator container garden Workshop, Saturday, April 09 1:30 to 2:30. This had great attendance with 32 people.  Thanks to Brenda and Phyllis for setting this up.
· Sold Earth Day signs on April 10th for $10 each.  Thanks, Anya, for finding the signs in the “mechanical room” (Glenn’s old office) and to everyone for making the day a success.  I understand from Kim we sold 24 signs.  Now remember to put out the sign after Easter!
· Zoom talk on Houston Native Plants held on April 21, 2022. (26 people registered for the event) Rowena McDermid was the guest speaker.
· Earth Day Weekend Camping Trip - Kim Reserved group camping site at Stephen F. Austin (~75 miles) for April 22-24, 2022. Kim also brought lectionary material she and Jean had prepared for our Earth Day Sunday worship to the state park. (9 people attended – several families were ill and did not attend or stay over). Thanks to Kim for setting this up.
· Jean and Kim worked on WAM for Earth Day service April 24. 
Action: An earlier reminder informing RV’ers to make reservations at State Park site.
Moon Tree  
Dedication was April 03 and working to set-up a sustainable watering schedule.  Only one person outside of the Earth Care team has volunteered to help water the trees.
Actions:  Ralph to submit a weekly tree watering schedule.
Solar Panel Update
The session approved the Solar Panel project on April 26.  Keith signed the contract with Covenant Solar on May 02.
Movie Night
The next movie night is tentatively planned for Friday, July 08.
Future Movie options:  
· “Biggest Little Farm” 			   (2018) 1hr 31 min 	
· “Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution”          (2017) 1 hr 11 min	
Action:  Joe to confirm date after checking church calendar. 
Educational Item 
Debbie shared learning she has on being Earth friendly.   
· A follow-up of the UN report on Climate Change.
It’s now or never on path to exceed 1.5 Deg C.  If act now and peak oil usage by 2025, then see a reduction by 2030.  Need to cut methane by 1/3 and better power use options of Solar, Wind, and batteries.  To cut fertilizer and fossil fuel use need to curb government subsidies.   
· Check out the movie with Meryl Streep, “Don’t Look Up.”
· We need to preserve existing wet lands as provide more cardon synch than equal area of forest.
· Eat more of a plant-based diet.
· Improve/Increase recycling use.
Next Meetings
· Thursday, June 16 at 7PM and skip a meeting in July
Future Educational Items
· June – Ralph
· Aug. – Joe

Recycling Schedule (back to monthly)
· May – Schwarzs
· June – Debbie 
· July – Faxels
· Aug. – Phyllis

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Cathy is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Brenda closed us with a prayer.

Team’s calendar look ahead:
	January: 
	1) Consider buying early bird tickets for Wild & Scenic Film Festival held in Feb. 16-20, 2023.
2) Check-in with RV campers about reserving RV sites for Earth Day Camping Trip.
3) Earth Care re-certification application.

	February:
	

	March:
	

	April:
	

	May:
	

	June:
	

	July: 
	

	August:
	1) Submit Earth Care budget for next year

	September:
	

	October: 
	1) Discuss Earth Day Theme and Plans

	November:
	

	December:
	



