January 22, 2019
WPC Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a stated meeting of the Session on Tuesday, January 22, 2019, at 7:03 p.m.
Welcome and Call to Order were offered by Moderator Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman. 
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Senior Pastor Keith Uffman, Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon,
· Ruling Elders Allen Brown, Michael Cooper, Sandy Dwyer, John Grady, Kim Kinzler, Pat Koester, Kimberly Glaus Late, Mary Lawrence, Ross Looney, Bill Lopez, Jess Martinez, Chris Ramsay, Kevin Snowden, Lynn Snowden, Al Strahan, Nancy Steger, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia; 
· Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk to Session Melisa Ferguson.
The Session approved the agenda.
The Session approved a motion to allow the Class of 2018 Elders voice and vote in the meeting, specifically to discuss and approve the 2019 operating budget. 

The Session read together the WPC Vision Statement, revised and approved by Session in June 2018.

Webster Presbyterian Church is an evolving spiritual community joyfully serving Christ as active disciples.  We welcome ALL alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.

The Session received a staff report from Pastor Helen:

· Pastor Helen’s term as Moderator of Presbytery as started off with a bang.  She has already been on the road making congregational visits.  In addition, Pastor Helen made six hospital visits, nine home visits, held a graveside service, “I’ve been busy!”  
· Pastor Helen was quoted in a Houston Chronicle article for the Belief section.
The Session received a staff report from Pastor Keith:

· Pastor Keith applauded WPC for the $4500 donation to benefit McWhirter Elementary and Brookside Intermediate to aid children of Federal workers on furlough.  Additional household items are needed.
Pastor Keith led the Session in an opening prayer and a devotional activity based on Dr. Martin Luther King’s sermon.  Elder Kevin Snowden read a portion of Matthew 5:43, the basis for Dr. King’s sermon: “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.”  Dr. King gave his sermon on loving one’s neighbors three times.
The Session approved a motion to elect Melisa Ferguson as Clerk to Session for 2019.

The Session approved a motion to elect Jimmy Spivey as Treasurer for 2019, or until such time as a new Treasurer can be identified and a transition plan put in place.  Jimmy has served five years as Treasurer and has asked to step down in 2019.
The Session approved a motion from the Personnel Committee brought forth by Lynn Snowden to modify the employment contract of Julie Stonebarger, Director of Family Ministries, to reduce her work hour from 25 per week to 20 per week effective January 15, 2019, through June 2019.
The Session heard a report from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey on the state of WPC finances.  Jimmy, along with Finance & Stewardship (F&S) chair Kevin Snowden, reviewed the proposed 2019 operating budget and discussed details.

The Session approved the 2019 WPC Operating Budget as presented.  The approved budget will be presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 27, 2019.

The Session approved the Clerk’s Omnibus Motion that contained the following items:
Approval of the minutes of the December 18, 2018: Stated Meeting of Session
	Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of December 18, 2018
	412
	251
	 

	Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation or Statement of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 2
	- 1
	Linda Thomas, Robert Cravens

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death
	- 1
	- 1
	Frank Sens

	Membership as of January 22, 2019
	409
	249
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	54
	 
	

	Total adults, children, and youth
	463
	
	


Church Life Milestones:

Births
· None.
Baptisms
· None.
Weddings
· None.
Deaths

· Frank Sens, January 6, 2019.
Memorial Services

· Pastor Helen DeLeon officiated a graveside service at Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery for the family of Pat & Fred MacAllister on December 18, 2019.  Fred passed away on November 4, 2018.

· Pastor Helen DeLeon officiated a memorial service held at WPC and graveside service for Frank Sens on January 18, 2019.
New Members

· None.
Pastoral Care Off Campus

· None.
The Session unanimously extended their thanks to Jimmy Spivey and Kevin Snowden for their diligence and hard work in preparing the new operating budget.
The Session approved a motion from the Mental Health Team to approve a fundraiser for the mental health scholarship fund (8565) to sell opportunities to win a handmade Valentine’s Day quilt donated by Kitty Marquardt. The winner will be announced at the Late Riser’s Breakfast on February 10, 2019, and will be featured in the March newsletter.
The Session approved a motion to accept the examination of new officers (Elder, Deacon, and Trustee) conducted by Mary Lawrence, Michael Cooper, and Pastor Keith conducted in January 2019.
The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, Pastor Keith led the Session in a popcorn prayer, asking the group to call out the good things we see and are thankful for around WPC.

The Session voted to adjourn at 8:23 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Melisa Ferguson

Clerk to Session
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