EARTH CARE TEAM				MINUTES			May 13, 2016

Present:  Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Anya Ezhevskaya, Debbie Masden, guest presenter – Roy Kreitz from First Pres Pasadena.
1. Roy Kreitz, who is a gardener extraordinaire from First Pres Pasadena, talked to the group about organizing and maintaining a large garden on their church property. He gave many helpful recommendations and suggestions. In terms of church involvement, he said he does it on his own – folks are too busy, make excuses, unreliable. But they will eat the produce 
a. After Roy left, we discussed a community garden within the group. We decided to look at the potential plot size over the weekend (Ralph) and look into partnering with McWhirter (Anya to talk to Kaylin). Also we need to gauge WPC interest. If we do move forward, we may start with a winter garden (planting around October-November).

2. Earth Day Feedback / Review
a. Great feedback from Session and congregation
b. Sharing table – very successful
c. Additional classes for next year: nature classes (WPC birder, Ed Boyer and beekeeping)
d. More promotion to invite the comminuty
e. [bookmark: _GoBack]For next year : Lunch – while eating: healthy foods, healthy eating, low-impact on the environment presentation, or cooking with little waste presentation

3. Sharing Table follow-up
a. We will have a monthly sharing table in the Fellowship Hall on the 2nd Sunday, to correspond with the Early Riser’s Breakfast
b. Debbie will promote via newsletter and bulletin, Anya can request a Constant Contact the week prior, and/or ask for the Early Risers folks to put a word into their CC. 
c. We’ll try it in June, if well-received, will maintain over the summer, if not – postpone till September. 
d. Donation forms will be available in the office for larger items.
e. Debbie will be out of town this time, Anya will lead the effort, Faxels will help set up, others please help man and break down!

4. EarthCare Application / Audit process
a. Grounds – Debbie to talk to Jimm or Scott
b. Education (Kim) – we have at least 47 points (minimum need – 25)
c. Worship (India) – we have at least 36 points (minimum need – 25)
d. Outreach (Joe and Debbie) – we are well on our way, need to do some of the following activities before the end of the year: camping/outing at Brazos (Thanksgiving), strawberry picking (does it count?) picnic, kayaking, biking, visit the recycling center
e. We’ll revisit this in the fall and plan to take to Session by October/November.

5. Paper recycling schedule: 
a. May – Ed Tobia
b. June – Scott/India
c. July – Ralph
d. August – Karen Rix (or Debbie)
e. September – Anya
Plastic recycling – Anya to talk to Melissa about making the bin more visible.
6. Field Trip to the Recycling Center!!
a. 1.5 hour educational tour, seems that Saturday, August 27th is a good day for everyone. We’re expecting it to be hot, so we’ll request the earliest possible slot (9am). Want to invite children and families, Anya to talk to Julie Stonebarg about it.

7. Hike/Kayak/Bike trip in the fall – Joe is on it.
8. Energy Audit and implementation – Anya to talk to Ed about next steps.

After a long, interesting and educational meeting over tea and sweets, Debbie closed us with a word of prayer.


Next meeting: Friday, June 24th at 7pm at the Faxels house: 603 Fairdale St. Friendswood, 77546


