May 28, 2013

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, May 28, 2013, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Helen Rose Moore, at 7:00 p.m. 

A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Moderator Reverend Helen Rose Moore and Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and

· Elders Carl Allen, Arland Actkinson, Jennifer Carr, Janis Edwards, George James, Tom Kloves, Tim Murray, Katy Rendon, Catherine Spivey, Ken Thompson, Ann Taylor, Ed Tobia and Carla Yager.
· Elders Jimm Cooper, Courtenay Clifford, Melisa Ferguson, Kimberly Glaus Läte, and Kevin Wooten were excused.
· Anya Ezhevskaya and Connie Forde, Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, Presbytery executive Forbes Baker and Clerk Pro Tem Dennis Waehner were also present.
Special Guests 

· Member Connie Forde introduced her daughter Lara Forde and grandson Jacob Forde.  Lara is presenting Jacob for baptism.  The Session voted to approve the baptism of Jacob Forde. 
· Anya Ezhevskaya presented the problem with youth exploitation in Houston and programs designed to stop it.  The Session voted to approve a motion from the Mission Committee that WPC host a fund-raising concert to benefit “Free the Captives”, an organization dedicated to fighting the exploitation and trafficking of Houston’s youth.

· Forbes Baker, Director of Finance for Presbytery of New Covenant presented the difference between a “Financial Audit” and a “Financial Review.”   Forbes described the scenarios in which a review would be appropriate and where an audit would be appropriate.  The Stewardship & Finance Committee will pursue a financial review led by Scott McNeill.
The agenda for the meeting was approved.
Approval of Minutes – The Session voted to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2013, Stated Session meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received a report on the state of the finances from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey.  The current financial position is positive.
Clerk’s Report – The Session requests that the clerk include a weekly or monthly worship attendance report in the minutes each month.
	Statistical Report  
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of April 23, 2013
	559
	326
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	
	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	
	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	
	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	
	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	
	     Death                                          
	- 0
	  - 0   
	
	Membership as of May 28, 2013
	559
	326
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith

	83
	 
	
	Total children, youth and adults

	642
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Memorial Services
· A memorial service was held for Alice P. “Joyce” Nelson, grandmother of Donna Magnant, on May 10, 2013.

· A memorial service was held for Yvonne Muriel Campbell on May 24, 2013.
New Business 
· The Session voted to approve the baptism of Brendan Gregory Hicks, Ashlyn Elizabeth Hicks, Megan Jane Hicks, and Jacob Aidan Forde.
· The Session honors The Rev. Helen P. DeLeon as she marks the 10th anniversary of her June 22, 2003 ordination.  WPC will celebrate this milestone on June 30, 2013.  Upon graduation from McCormick Theological Seminary and The University of Chicago School of Social Service Administration, Helen was ordained by Presbytery of New Covenant and installed as associate pastor of WPC, a position she has held for 10 years.  Previously, Pastor Helen served as Executive Assistant to the President of Baylor College of Medicine for almost two decades while also rearing her family and working toward her undergraduate degree.  She is most proud of her two adult children and five beautiful grandchildren.  Helen received her undergraduate degree from the University of Houston, where she graduated magna cum laude, with a major in psychology and a minor in sociology. WPC expresses its sincere appreciation in recognition of Pastor Helen’s years of devoted service. A celebration will be held following the second worship service on Sunday, June 30, in the Fellowship Hall.  For members desiring to express their personal appreciation and love to Helen, there will be a gift basket at the luncheon.  Please make gifts payable directly to Pastor Helen.
Committee Motions
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Care Committee for an online fund raising activity to help provide the funds for a particular member of the congregation to receive a needed organ transplant.

· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Mission Committee that WPC host art classes for McWhirter students in 2014-15, conducted by the Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake, including a Spring Break program (daily March 10-14, 2014) plus one Saturday per month from September 2014 through May 2015 (the program is contingent on a grant from the Boeing C ompany due June 30, 2013).

· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Personnel Committee offering employment to Ms. Jessie Edstrom as the Youth Ministry Coordinator for the period June 1, through December 31, 2013.
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Personnel Committee electing Jimmy Spivey to serve as WPC treasurer.

· The Session voted to table a motion from the Stewardship & Finance Committee that Session Approve a Consolidated Worship Service on October 27, 2013, to facilitate the 2013 Annual Stewardship Luncheon.  The Session tabled the motion as Worship committee had not yet had a chance to review.  All committees were directed to review the plan associated with the motion before the June Stated Meeting.

· The Session voted to approve the Stewardship & Finance Committee Current Copy of S&F Policy as posted on the Session’s May 2013 Motion page. 
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Welcoming Committee for its new policy document.

· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Worship & Music Committee in conjunction with the Campus Management Committee for an agreement between WPC and Bay Area Youth Singers.  The agreement is summarized as follows:

· Bay Area Youth Singers (BAYS) requests the use of the Choir Loft in the Sanctuary, the Choir Room, and Fellowship Hall on Tuesday evenings at 5:45 – 7:30 p.m.  from August 20, 2013 through May 20, 2014 (excluding the following dates:  November 21, 2013; December 24, 2013; December 31, 2013; and March 11, 2014).  On dates when the Sanctuary is in use by WPC or is required for an activity scheduled by WPC (e.g., Clear Brook High School Choral Concerts), BAYS will be given prior notice by WPC of the facility portion that will not available.  In exchange for use of WPC facilities for the specified time period, BAYS will pay WPC $1,250.
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Worship & Music Committee that WPC invite a representative from Austin Seminary to preach a sermon and teach a class at WPC in the near future as schedules allow.

· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Youth Committee to solicit personal hygiene products from among our members to take to the Jr. High Jubilee at Mo Ranch in the summer of 2013.
· The Session voted to approve Jennifer Carr and Carla Yager to serve as voting commissioners at the June 8, 2013, Stated Presbytery meeting.
Committee Reports
· Children’s Ministries – The Committee is reviewing WPC’s ability to support children with special needs.  There was some discussion on the barriers and advantages for special needs kids at WPC.  There was also some discussion on the steps to increase sensitivity to these considerations at WPC and the near-term actions.

· Communication – The Committee has set up a WPC Twitter account.  The Committee is reviewing website providers to re-host the WPC website.  The Committee presented updated brochures to Session at the April session meeting.
· Fellowship – The Committee is preparing for a number of upcoming events including the church-wide picnic, the stewardship luncheon and the anniversary of WPC. 
· Personnel – The Committee circulated a draft Social Network Policy to some key people for their review.
· Welcoming – The Committee will invite members of the congregation to attend the Open Door Class to talk about their experience at WPC including why they came and why they stayed.
· Worship & Music – The Committee reviewed plans for the combined worship services to be held throughout the summer.  The Committee discussed how to effectively introduce the new hymnals to the Congregation.  The hymnals are projected to arrive in late fall.
Upcoming Meeting Dates 

· The next Stated Meeting of Presbytery is on Saturday, June 8, 2013 at First Presbyterian, Galveston.

· The next Stated Meeting of Session on Tuesday, June 25, 2013, 7:00 p.m.  Due to Family Promise, the Session will meet in Fellowship Hall.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:50 p.m. 


Dennis Waehner









Clerk, pro tem
