Children’s Ministry Team Meeting - 5/15/2013, 6:30 pm in Parenting Room
Prayer and Devotion

 George James provided a devotional by reading a short excerpt from Armed with Love: Stories of the Disciples by Gerald N. Battle.  The specific section read was a fictional story of the Apostle Thomas as he aided a lame boy by rebuilding his broken crutch which allowed him to walk again.  The critical line in the story was: “This lame boy is walking and I made him walk.  Not the way Jesus could have done, but in the only way I can.”
Items for Session Approval

An informational presentation to the Session concerning the special needs discussion is planned.  
Standing Agenda Items – Updates

Sunday School:  Not discussed
Nursery:  Not discussed
Wed Night Activity: Not discussed
Child Protection Services: Not discussed
Parenting Small Group: Not discussed
News from Nurture Committee: Not discussed
News from Session: Approval to ask for donations for VBS.  Youth are moving toward a one major fundraiser approach and CMT may discuss joining.  
Budget: Met with Mission Committee and asked for $500 for VBS Mission.  Approved and will be noted in an upcoming Minute for Mission.  CMT to return to Mission Committee after VBS and report on activities.
Vacation Bible School: Discussed in context of the following New Items discussion on Special Needs
New Items
Maureen Going Away Reception: Maureen Bigueras and kids will be returning to the Philippines in a few days.  The CMT began the meeting in Bouton Hall to participate in a cake and reception to wish them good-bye.  

Special Needs Considerations for WPC : Most of the May 2013 CMT meeting was a discussion on considerations for children with special needs at WPC.  Pam Millsap and Sonia James supported the meeting as mothers of special needs kids.  Special needs may encompass a wide variety of issues including physical, mental, and emotional challenges.  However, the issues with most relevance to current membership and the expected future and current needs to the WPC region are related to autism.  The rates for autism diagnoses are growing rapidly in the nation and the WPC region.  A presentation package was provided by George for the CMT discussion that included common traits for autistic kids.  It was also noted that there is a significant word-of-mouth network within the special needs community and families will be drawn to an environment that is open and understanding.
Pam Millsap discussed her family’s experiences as they relate to her son Mark Godwin.  She shared an analogy of finding out that your child has autism to preparing for a trip to France and then landing in Holland instead.  She later shared a poem she wrote “I Want to Hear Your Voice!” that voiced some of the aspects of her personal experiences.  Pam and Linda related some of the past experiences in working with Mark in the WPC community.  Pam pointed out that giving Mark the opportunity to be around his peers is of more importance than any specific programming targeted for him.
Sonia and George related some of their experiences in working with their autistic son George IV in church settings including VBS and Sunday School at Mary Queen Catholic Church and a Special Needs worship service at Christ Church Cathedral (Episcopal Church).  They supported Pam’s assessment that the opportunity to have social interactions was most important.  It was also pointed out that autistic kids are generally taking in more than is known or realized and it is hard to say what part of the church experience is making an impression.
There was some discussion on the barriers and advantages for special needs kids at WPC.  There was also some discussion on the steps to increase sensitivity to these considerations at WPC and the near-term actions.  The remainder of the time was focused on the use of VBS as a first step to understanding how to accommodate special needs kids. 
At this time, it is known that one child (non-verbal autism) and two youth (one non-verbal autism and one blind) what will be participating in WPC VBS.  The child will have shadows provided to enable the experience and limited accommodations are expected beyond preparation of the youth and adult volunteer workers.  The blind youth is not mentally challenged and the primary issue is to prepare the youth to increase acceptance and work with the VBS planners to find a suitable role.  The focus of the discussion was on how the autistic youth could be worked in.  It was decided that the focus would be on the opening ceremony.  No special programming would be provided this year and the common areas of VBS would provide ample opportunity to be a part of everything – especially if the other youth and adults are educated and primed to interact with him.  Discussions will continue with his parents to determine if shadows, special music, or other accommodations are needed.   Further discussions with the youth and adult volunteers are also planned.
All of the known special attendees will have siblings and possibly parents at VBS.  This will make integration of these individuals easier.  Also, this will enhance the impact that WPC VBS can have on the families involved.

The 2013 VBS experience is just the first chance to collectively learn how WPC can integrate, support, and grow with these kids that are difficult to reach.  Later discussions may cover topics such as Sunday School, Special Needs friendly worship services, and even dedicated ministries.  It was pointed out that Pam and Laura Shipman did work to have a Special Needs ministry at WPC several years ago.
Attendees
Frank Rix, Pam Millsap, Sonia, James, Linda Smith-Gregory, Helen Rose Moore, George James
