Motion from Elder Carl Allen


May 28, 2013
WPC host art classes for McWhirter students in 2014 – 15, conducted by the Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake
Summer Program: 1 Saturday per month September 2014 – May 2014

Spring Break Program: March 10 – 14, 2014

Contingent on a grant from the Boeing Company due June 30, 2013
Background:
The Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake (TAACCL) is a 501(c)(3) organization, established in 1997 with the mission of working with individual artists, arts organizations and educational and other community institutions  to present, enrich and promote visual, literary and performing art in the Houston Bay Area.  Until the summer of 2012, we were located in the former bank building on NASA Parkway across from Johnson Space Center.  At that time, the board made a decision to give back the building to its generous donor because it was simply too expensive to continue to maintain it.  At the time this decision was made, the board also decided that we needed to continue our programs out in the community by partnering with local governments, businesses and churches to use space they had available.





Why we need space in Webster:

A committee of four board members is preparing an application for a grant from Boeing Corporation to fund three programs in 2014-15 which we are designing to target the children and their parents residing in the area around McWhirter Elementary.  Hispanic students make up 68% of the population of McWhirter Elementary so we have decided to focus the educational program we are proposing in this grant application on visual arts from Latin American cultures. 

Two of these programs will need a location in Webster in the McWhirter neighborhood.  Webster Presbyterian would be a perfect location.

1.  Celebracion del Arte de Mi Tierra (Celebration of the Art of My Land)

(the Saturday program)

TAACCL will conduct a 9-month Saturday art program for K-6th grade children and their parents.  The program will consist of 2 hour classes from 10 a.m. to noon on one Saturday morning in each month for 9 months.  The classes will begin in September 2014 and end in May of 2015, culminating in a Cinco de Mayo celebration.  The master lessons will be developed by Tina Farrell, one of the grant writers on our committee.  She has an Ed.D. in educational leadership and is an adjunct professor at UH/CL.  Before her retirement, she was responsible for the curriculum and visual arts program for the Clear Creek Independent School District.

We will recruit both instructors and teaching aides to instruct these classes.  In each class, either the instructor or the aide will speak Spanish.  TAACCL will provide the curriculum and will conduct professional development workshops for the instructors to ensure they are knowledgeable of and can effectively implement the lesson plans.

2.  Art and Nature


(the spring break program)
During spring break (March 10-14, 2014), TAACCL proposes to offer a one-week program which again targets the K-6th grade population around McWhirter.  While we will be based at Webster Presbyterian, students will spend much of their time outdoors, studying nature and producing art products that represent or incorporate nature or activities that involve natural phenomena.  Classes will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday for one week.  

This program will address the STEM needs of this underserved community, particularly as science relates to art.  While students are working in the field, a focus on scientific terminology, specifically those terms contained within the statewide science assessment, will be reinforced and students will learn these terms in both English and Spanish.

The instructors and teaching aides will be given training and will meet the same requirements as in the Saturday morning program.

The Boeing Grant Application


Deadline:  June 30th, 2013
We are required to provide a budget which includes all expenses for the program.  While there will be volunteers, including one or more board members, present at each session, the instructor and teaching aides will be paid.  The children and their parents will not pay for the classes or instructional material to be held at Webster Presbyterian.  We do charge for the classes at the TAACCL classroom annex to cover the cost of paying our instructors and for materials, etc. and our grant application will include a request for funding for scholarships for the children in your neighborhood who wish to attend a summer camp session.
We are targeting a maximum of 40 children between the ages of Kindergarten and 6th grade to attend each Saturday and spring break session.  Parents will be invited to attend with their students and, of course, there will also be instructors, aides and volunteers from our organization including one or more TAACCL board members at each session.
If you are interested in partnering with us in the first two programs described above, we will need the following before our June 30 grant application deadline:
1. All charges for the use of the rooms.  Pastor Helen Moore suggested the old fellowship hall (Bouton Hall) because it has a kitchen and rest rooms right down the hall.
2. Any other requirements you have for use of the building such as insurance, releases, etc.
3. Which Saturday of each month is available.  (Pastor Moore says a bridge group uses the room on the 1st Saturdays.)
I am very excited about the possibility of a partnership between the Arts Alliance and Webster Presbyterian in what I believe will be an enriching and worthwhile experience for the families in this part of Bay Area Houston.





Judith Blanchard





Board member, the Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake
