May 25, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:05 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray;

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, Lonnie Fogle, John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, Chris Kidwell, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, James Magnant, Joan McMillan, Nina Moede, Randy Moore, Andy Pozluszny, Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden and Jimmy Spivey.
Active Elder Kathy Braeuer was excused.

Treasurer Pat Koester and Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler were also present.
Also present were Sylvia & Jack Kinzler, Sandy Murphy, Roy Phillips, and Dennis Waehner, representing the membership roll review team.
A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator turned the floor over to Rev. Murray who introduced four members of WPC’s 2010 Confirmation Class.  Some of their parents and family members were also introduced.  After Caressa’s brief description of the Confirmation Class process and the order of the day, Elders broke into smaller groups and met with the Confirmands and spent some time reviewing their statements of faith, discussing the confirmation class experience, considering the impact of the process on class members, and contemplating the gifts the Confirmands bring to WPC and to the greater church.  The Session reconvened and Rev. Cooper posed the questions required of new members and upon hearing their answers, the Session voted to receive into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by affirmation of faith the following: 
· Daniel Black

· Nick Brazzel 

· Drew Faxel 

· Joe Godwin 

· Zane Januhowski 

· Daniel Montgomery (contingent upon his baptism)

· Courtland Murphy

· Reagan Smith 

· Andrew Stearns

The Session took pause for a few minutes of fellowship with the new members.
Member Roll Review Committee - The committee reported on its efforts over the past year.  After reviewing attendance and financial records, the letters were sent to several hundred members on the rolls to determine whether they wish to remain active members of WPC.  After following a disciplined process specified in the Book of Order, the committee recommends the removal of 332 names.  Following discussion, questions and answers, the Session requested that the list of names be provided to the Session for review by all Active Elders prior to the next stated meeting.  It was further requested that the list of the balance of active members also be presented for comparison and review.

Spiritual Leadership Development – Rev. Cooper led a discussion based on the The Habits of Highly Effective Churches by George Barna.  The topics addressed included spiritual leadership at WPC and where does it originate.
The Session voted to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2010, Stated Meeting of Session.

The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Clerk’s Report – The Clerk referred correspondence received to the appropriate committees.
	 
Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of April 27, 2010 
	737
	412
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 6
	+ 1 
	Smith; 4 Confirmands

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Death                                          
	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of May 25, 2010
	743
	413
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	154
	 
	(+1) Smith; (-4) Confirmands

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total children, youth and adults
	897
	 
	 


 
Memorial Service: Rev. Helen Deleon officiated at the service for Mary Helen Wooten, mother of WPC regular guest Kevin Wooten, at the Earthman Funeral Home in Baytown, Texas, on May 1, 2010.
New Business: The Session voted to approve the baptism of Daniel Montgomery.
Team/Committee Reports & Motions

· Buildings & Grounds – The committee is looking into repairs or replacement of the Fellowship Hall HVAC, Bouton Hall HVAC, and telephone system.
· Care of Members – The committee sadly reports that Deacon Julie Yencharis is moving away in June.  The Nominating Committee will begin the search to fill her position on the Board.
· Christian Nurture
· Youth Ministry – The Session voted to approve the celebration of communion on the Youth Mission/Musical trip.  The Session voted to approve a Youth carwash on June 27 as a fundraiser for “Stop Hunger.”
· Children’s Ministry – The committee reported that VBS preparations are on track.
· Communication/Outreach – Session webpage distribution list is updated.  Work on the NASA Parkway sign is underway. 
· Fellowship – The Session voted to approve the committee’s request to publish and sell a cookbook before Christmas 2010 to raise funds for the Fellowship Hall acoustic improvements.
· Mission – Eleven WPC members volunteered in May at the ICM food pantry.
· Stewardship & Finance – The committee reported that WPC is “in the black” going into the summer vacation season.
· Welcoming – The committee will hold its next meeting “off campus” to see if the members of the committee can engage more of the community.
Old Business 

· The Session voted to ratify its earlier electronic vote to elect Ralph Faxel to fill the remaining open seat on the Nominating Committee.
· The Session ratified its earlier electronic vote to approve WPC hosting a seminar led by Rev. Dennis Dewey.

· Commissioners to the Stated Meeting of Presbytery reported that the multicultural worship service was quite exciting.
Pastors’ Reports – Helen recently preached at Oaks Presbyterian Church and she, along with Shallon Barboza, will be participating in a pastor installation service in Bay City.  
Next Meeting
· The next Stated Meeting of Session is slated for June 29, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
